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Preface  and  Acknowledgements 


In  the  year  1968  the  minister  of  the  Ruffin  Meth- 
odist Church  in  Ruffin,  North  Carolina  began  to 
feel  that  the  history  of  his  church  was  quickly  van- 
ishing before  his  eyes  as  well  as  those  of  his  parish- 
ioners. Valuable  historical  information,  traditions 
and  human  interest  stories  were  being  lost  with 
the  passing  of  the  older  members  of  the  congrega- 
tion Rev.  Mark  Wimmer  set  out  to  do  what  most 
pastors  would  gladly  avoid  and  ignore — he  was  go- 
ing to  preserve  a  part  of  his  church's  rich  heritage. 
During  his  limited  spare  time  and  at  his  own  per- 
sonal expense  the  Rev.  Wimmer  researched,  wrote, 
and  published  the  History  of  Ruffin  Methodist 
Church.  The  published  work  was  a  landmark  publi- 
cation in  the  history  of  Rockingham  County  in  that 
it  was  the  first  detailed  study  of  its  kind  of  a  Meth- 
odist Church  While  Rev.  Wimmer  neither  sought 
or  was  given  the  credit  due  him  for  his  tireless  ef- 
forts in  that  project,  let  it  be  said  that  without  his 
foresight  and  dedication  this  present  publication 
would  not  have  been  possible.  To  Rev.  Wimmer, 
the  Ruffin  Church  and  this  author  express  their 
deep  gratitude. 

Even  with  the  publication  of  the  1968  History, 
Rev.  Wimmer  expressed  the  desire  that  someone, 
someday,  take  up  where  he  left  off  and  produce  a 
more  detailed  and  documented  history  of  the  Ruf- 
fin Church  As  the  years  passed  by,  it  became  obvi- 
ous that  the  events  in  the  church  since  1968  need- 
ed to  be  recorded  for  posterity  and  that  newly  dis- 
covered historical  data  needed  to  be  brought  to 
light  In  that  spirit  of  endeavor,  the  Ruffin  United 
Methodist  Church  in  the  summer  of  1988  commis- 
sioned the  research  and  writing  of  a  documented 
and  detailed  historical  study  of  the  church  since 
the  time  of  its  organization  in  1871.  With  Mrs.  E.C. 
Wright  appointed  as  Chairman  of  the  Church  His- 
tory Committee,  work  began  on  this  present  vol- 
ume in  mid-1988.  The  author  wishes  to  express  his 
deep  appreciation  to  Mrs.  Wright  and  her  commit- 
tee members  who  have  contributed  so  extensively 
to  this  final  result 

Every  attempt  was  made  to  contact  all  living  for- 
mer pastors  of  Ruffin  Church  or  their  families  to 
see  if  they  wished  to  contribute  in  some  way  to  the 
project  While  the  response  there  was  limited,  a 
number  of  individuals  went  above  and  beyond  the 


call  of  duty  in  writing  of  their  recollections  of  Ruffin 
Church  Rev.  F.W.  Dowd  Bangle,  Mrs.  Walter 
Thompson,  the  late  Rev.  June  P.  Greene,  Dr.  E. 
Clayton  Calhoun,  and  Rev.  Emmett  E.  Hiatt  were 
indeed  most  helpful  in  that  respect  as  the  follow- 
ing pages  attest  Others  who  aided  in  the  research 
and  writing  of  this  history  included:  Mr.  Robert  W. 
Carter,  Jr.';  Mr.  E.C.  Wright  Rev.  Phillip  Hurst 
Rev.  G.W.  Bumgarner,  Dr.  J.  Elwood  Carroll,  Mrs. 
Nancy  Spaine,  Mr.  Samuel  Myers,  Mrs.  J.P.  Horn- 
buckle,  Jr.;  Mrs.  G.W.  Chandler,  Mrs.  Janie  Lewis 
Price,  Mr.  William  G.  Pitts,  Dr.  H.F.  Starr,  Jr.;  Mr. 
Frank  Masters,  Mrs.  Olive  (E.L.)  Wright  Rev. 
Johnnie  Hawkins,  the  Southern  Historical  Collec- 
tion of  U.N.C.,  Chapel  Hill;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ed  A. 
Gunn,  Rev.  Earl  Brendall,  Rev.  Stephen  Lee,  Mrs. 
J.B.  Tabor,  Jr.;  Miss  Julia  Courts,  Mrs.  Paulette 
Duke,  Mrs.  George  Lauder,  Rev.  James  Eastin, 
Rev.  Francis  McFarland,  Mrs.  Mary  E.  Osborne, 
Rev.  Bruce  Pate,  the  Rockingham  County  Histori- 
cal Society,  the  Wentworth  United  Methodist 
Church,  and  countless  others. 

The  writing  of  a  church  history  is  nearly  always 
a  group  project,  and  should  be  so  to  greater  insure 
accuracy  and  impartiality.  In  that  spirit  it  must  be 
stated  here,  and  only  here,  that  no  favoritism  influ- 
enced the  accounts  of  the  various  pastorates  dur- 
ing the  history  of  the  Ruffin  Church.  Just  because 
several  pages  might  be  devoted  to  a  brief  span  in 
history,  as  compared  to  a  few  pages  on  one  to  two 
decades,  does  not  mean  that  the  author  or  the  com- 
mittee showed  undue  partiality.  Let  it  be  said  to 
the  benefit  of  all  concerned  that  a  church  history 
can  only  be  as  detailed  and  accurate  as  the  congre- 
gation wants  it  to  be.  Every  piece  of  appropriate 
historical  data  that  could  be  located  was  used  in 
some  form,  and  the  congregation  was  constantly 
solicited  for  support  and  for  information  This  his- 
tory, then,  must  be  a  reflection  upon  the  level  of 
interest  and  dedication  of  the  members  of  the  Ruf- 
fin United  Methodist  Church  and  its  many  friends. 
Where  errors  exist,  it  is  deeply  regretted. 

The  History  Committee,  with  the  permission  of 
the  Chandler  heirs,  spent  many  hours  sorting 
through  the  contents  of  the  John  W.  Chandler,  Sr. 
home  of  church  bulletins  and  other  papers  that 
might  shed  light  on  the  Ruffin  Church  heritage. 
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Through  the  efforts  of  the  unmarried  sisters,  espe- 
cially Misses  Lelia,  Sue,  and  Alice,  many  articles 
of  valuable  information  had  been  preserved.  Much 
insight  was  given  which  contributed  greatly  to  the 
information  contained  in  the  history. 

In  a  day  when  the  Methodist  Church  is  still  large- 
ly unaware  and  unappreciative  of  its  rich  heritage 
on  the  local  level,  it  is  indeed  a  rare  and  wonderous 
thing  when  a  church  such  as  Ruffin  will  go  to  all  the 
strains  necessary  to  preserve  just  a  portion  of  its 
sacred  past  While  most  of  the  glorious  events  of 
the  past  are  either  unknown  or  forgotten  by  today"  s 


generation,  this  attempt  here  is  made  to  bring 
deeper  understanding  and  appreciation  of  the  her- 
itage that  belongs  to  Ruffin  Methodist  Church 

Let  us  all  dedicate  ourselves  to  the  great  task 
before  us,  of  preserving  our  religious  heritage,  so 
that  the  "future  might  learn  from  the  past"  May  it 
be  the  will  of  Almighty  God  that  such  labors  be 
blessed. 

Michael  Perdue 
Wentworth,  N.C. 
September,  1989 


HISTORY  COMMITTEE  1989 


Marie  Wright,  Chairperson 

Rev.  Phillip  Hurst 

Dura  Carter 

Virginia  Gay 

Elizabeth  Jones 

Irene  Pruitt 

Flo  Rogers 

Arline  Smith 

Florence  Wharton 
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Introduction 


Amid  the  rolling  hills  of  the  northern  Piedmont 
of  North  Carolina  lies  the  quiet  village  of  Ruffin  in 
Rockingham  County.  Though  a  hamlet  some  few 
miles  south  of  the  Virginia  border,  the  community 
has  a  unique  heritage.  Ruffin' s  proximity  to  aristo- 
cratic Virginia  and  Caswell  County,  North  Caro- 
lina, led  to  the  settling  of  several  prominent  fami- 
lies within  its  bounds.  Consequently,  Ruffin  has 
oftentimes  been  regarded  as  a  somewhat  self-con- 
tained and  aristocratic  community  in  which  change 
and  progress  occur  only  gradually  and  with  subtle- 
ty. The  modern  bypass  of  the  village  by  U.S.  29 
somewhat  perpetuates  the  stability  of  the  area 

In  comparison  with  other  old  towns  in  Rod  ing- 
ham  County,  especially  Wentworth,  Leaksville, 
and  Madison,  Ruffin  developed  at  a  somewhat 
later  time  in  history.  In  1851  A.  G.  Withers  pur- 
chased property  in  northeastern  Rockingham 
County  on  the  Danville- Greensboro  Stageroad  at 
the  intersection  of  the  Wentworth  Road  and  the 
Perkins  Ferry  Road.  By  the  following  year  Withers 
was  appointed  postmaster  for  a  new  post  office 
known  as  "Little  Rock"  In  1855  the  name  of  this 
post  office  was  changed  to  "  Stacyville,"  no  doubt 
due  to  John  Stacy,  who  had  been  a  merchant  in  the 
area  since  1853.  Yet  in  November  1856  the  name 
of  the  post  office  was  again  changed,  for  the  last 
time,  to  "Ruffin"  in  honor  of  North  Carolina  Chief 


Justice  Thomas  Ruffin,  who  owned  a  plantation 
northwest  of  the  village.1 

With  the  completion  of  the  vital  Piedmont  Rail- 
road by  the  Confederate  Government  in  early 
1864,  the  village  of  Ruffin  experienced  steady 
growth  Ruffin  now  became  an  important  center  of 
trade  for  both  Rockingham  and  Caswell  counties. 
Yet  substantial  growth  and  commerce  were  to 
elude  Ruffin.  Instead  the  prosperity  was  to  find  a 
home  in  a  smaller  crossroads  hamlet  to  the  south 
by  the  name  of  Reidsville.  Tradition  relates  that 
growth  in  Ruffin  was  doomed  because  the  large 
local  landowners  wanted  to  remain  just  that  Con- 
sequently, a  booming  town  could  not  develop.  From 
1887-1897  though,  Ruffin  was  incorporated  with 
its  own  mayor.  The  last  mayor  of  Ruffin  was  Victor 
M.  Holderby,  who  was  an  active  member  of  the 
Ruffin  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South.2 

For  whatever  reason,  Ruffin  has  maintained  its 
small  village  identity.  Today  the  community  is  an 
unusual  mix  of  upper,  middle,  and  lower  income 
families.  As  in  the  case  of  almost  any  small  town, 
a  large  part  of  Ruffin' s  heritage  and  moral  charac- 
ter is  rooted  in  its  religious  institutions.  This  probe 
into  the  fragmentary  history  of  the  Ruffin  United 
Methodist  Church  will  atempt  to  uncover  the 
roots  as  well  as  the  church  tree  which  continues  to 
bear  fruit  to  this  very  day. 


Roots  of  Ruffin  Methodism 


The  beginning  of  most  Methodist  churches  is  often 
shrouded  in  mystery  due  to  the  perennial  absence 
of  the  vital  local  church  records.  Methodists,  as  a 
general  rule,  are  notorious  for  keeping  inadequate, 
if  any,  church  records-an  obstacle  that  continues 
to  plague  the  interested  historian  and  church  mem- 
ber alike.  While  Methodism  was  the  last  of  the  three 
major  religious  denominations  to  enter  Rocking- 
ham County,  the  Ruffin  Church  does  not  actually 
fit  into  the  initial  development  of  the  denomina- 
tion, roughly  the  period  between  the  1780s  and 
the  1840s.  It  was  during  this  sixty-year  period  that 


most  of  the  leading  Methodist  churches  in  the 
county  were  formed:  Lowe's(1796),  Salem(1799), 
Mount  Carmel  (1808),  Bethlehem  (1835),  Went- 
worth (1836),  Leaksville  (circa  1837)  and  Madison 
(1843).  Clearly  the  vast  majority  of  Methodist 
Episcopal  adherents  lived  in  the  eastern  half  of 
Rockingham  County. 

Other  publications  and  studies  in  recent  years 
have  explored  the  Methodist  movement  in  the 
county  in  the  18  th  and  19th  centuries.  In  spite  of 
extensive  research  the  actual  roots  of  the  present 
Ruffin  Church  are  nearly  impossible  to  determine. 
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True,  Methodists  did  live  and  organize  classes  in 
the  Ruffin  area  before  the  1870  s,  but  no  direct  con- 
nection between  the  early  local  Methodist  socie- 
ties and  the  Ruffin  Church  has  been  uncovered  to 
date.  At  present  (1989)  there  exist  three  or  four 
probable  roots  that  led  to  the  growth  of  the  tree 
originally  known  as  the  Ruffin  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church,  South.  We  will  look  briefly  at  those 
four  avenues  and  then  submit  to  speculation  until 
the  irreplaceable  lost  church  records  are  located. 

The  earliest  Methodist  society  or  class  known 
to  exist  in  northeastern  Rockingham  County  was 
the  Mount  Carmel  Church  in  the  present-day  Ore- 
gon Hill  community,  a  few  miles  southwest  of  Ruf- 
fin. The  founders  of  Mount  Carmel,  which  was 
organized  about  1808,  were  largely  Virginians  who 
settled  along  the  Town  Creek  area  in  the  early 
1800s.  The  oldest  known  local  Methodist  church 
record  from  Rockingham  County  is  the  recently 
discovered  Carmel  Class  Papers  which  began  in 
1808  and  lists  the  original  members  of  the  class. 
The  first  deed  for  the  Mount  Carmel  Church  is 
dated  1813.  The  church  quickly  became  a  popular 
preaching  point  on  the  Guilford  Circuit  of  the  Vir- 
ginia Annual  Conference  (most  of  Nor+h  Carolina 
was  in  the  confines  of  the  Virginia  Confer  "nee  un- 
til 1838  when  the  North  Carolina  Conference  was 
formed).  The  first  bush  arbor  used  by  Methodists 
in  the  county  was  likely  at  Carmel  and  the  famous 
and  productive  revivals  held  there  greatly  strength- 
ened the  Methodist  numbers  in  northeastern  Rock- 
ingham County.3 

By  the  year  18 18  a  Methodist  society  had  organ- 
ized into  a  congregation  known  as  Sharon  Church; 
and  it  is  believed,  though  not  conclusively  proved, 
that  the  meetinghouse  was  located  just  north  of 
Ruffin  in  the  vicinity  of  the  John  Blackwell  resi- 
dence. Sharon  probably  began  as  a  preaching 
campground  where  "the  preaching,  the  singing, 
the  praying,  and  the  other  exercises  were  of  the 
liveliest  kind"  Very  little  is  known  about  the 
origins  of  Sharon  Church  other  than  the  purchase 
on  December  27,  1818,  of  the  site  on  which  the 
meetinghouse  stood.  James  Rawley  sold  the  origi- 
nal lot  to  the  trustees  for  the  church:  Sterling  Ruf- 
fin (1767-1822),  Rev.  George  R  Edwards,  Thomas 
P.  Guerrant,  William  Trigg  (sic)  and  Major  Brock- 
man.  Sterling  Ruffin  was  among  the  founders  of 
Mt.  Carmel  Church  and  was  the  father  of  Justice 
Thomas  Ruffin.  Rev.  Edwards  was  a  local  Meth- 
odist pastor  who  was  a  leader  in  the  Carmel  Con- 
gregation as  was  Thomas  Porter  Guerrant4 


Sharon  continued  to  be  a  preaching  point  on  the 
circuits  that  covered  Rockingham  County  as  late 
as  1849.  Thereafter  no  mention  has  been  found 
concerning  the  church.  It  is  believed  that  Sharon 
was  still  an  occasional  preaching  point  for  some 
years  after  1849,  but  by  1860  it  was  not  a  regular 
point  on  the  Wentworth  Circuit  which  did  cover 
the  Ruffin  Area. 

The  third  church  in  the  area  that  probably  in- 
fluenced the  Ruffin  Congregation  was  the  meeting- 
place  known  as  Union  in  the  present-day  Mayfield 
community.  As  early  as  1849  a  union  congregation 
of  Missionary  Baptists,  Methodists,  Presbyteri- 
ans, and  Old  School  (Primitive)  Baptists  were 
meeting  in  the  Mayfield  area  In  the  summer  of 
1849  the  congregation  voted  to  build  a  church  at  a 
site  "near  Howell's  Old  Field"  and  in  April  1850 
David  Boaz  of  Kentucky  sold  the  site  of  the  church 
to  the  congregation  By  agreement  each  of  the  four 
denominations  was  to  hold  services  in  the  church 
one  Sunday  a  month.  How  long  this  arragement 
continued  is  not  exactly  known.  Union  Church  was 
a  regular  preaching  point  on  the  Wentworth  Meth- 
odist Circuit  as  late  as  1867.  It  is  quite  possible 
that  the  Union  Church  was  as  instrumental  in  influ- 
encing the  Ruffin  Church  as  any  other.  The  last 
reference  to  Union  Church  existing  as  a  regular 
point  on  the  Wentworth  Circuit  coincides  with  the 
first  reference  of  a  preaching  point  being  estab- 
lished at  Ruffin.  It  is  known  that  some  of  those 
Methodists  who  worshiped  at  Union  were  foun- 
ders of  the  church  at  Ruffin  in  1871.  Even  so  a 
small  number  of  Methodists  continued  to  meet  at 
Union  as  late  as  1880,  though  they  did  not  consti- 
tute a  recognized  Methodist  congregation  by  that 
time.  Eventually  the  congregation  at  Union  proba- 
bly phased  out  to  revive  toward  the  end  of  the  cen- 
tury as  Dan  River  Primitive  Baptist  Church.5 

A  very  theoretical,  but  possible,  chain  of  events 
might  explain  the  "genealogy"  of  the  Ruffin  Church 
By  1808  the  Carmel  Class  was  organized  which  in 
1818  assisted  in  the  establishment  of  another  class 
meeting  known  as  Sharon  just  north  of  Ruffin. 
Enough  Methodists  lived  far  away  from  both 
Sharon  and  Carmel  to  create  a  small  class  at  the 
Union  Church  by  1849.  By  1860  Sharon  was  not  a 
regular  preaching  point  and  Union  emerged  as  the 
principal  meetingplace  for  Methodists  in  the  Ruf- 
fin area  By  the  late  1860  s  the  village  of  Ruffin  had 
grown  to  such  a  size  that  it  was  believed  possible 
to  organize  and  build  a  church  there.  While  this 
theory  is  just  that,  it  might  also  explain  the  devel- 
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opment  of  Methodism  in  the  Ruffin  area  that  led 
to  the  founding  of  the  Ruffin  Church  by  the  year 
fpi. 

Outside  of  the  local  Methodist  Churches  in  the 
area,  the  other  major  religious  institution  that  in- 
fluenced Ruffin  Church  in  doctrine,  if  not  actual 
leadership,  was  the  nearby  Lick  Fork  Primitive 
Baptist  Church  on  the  old  Lawsonville  Road,  or- 
ganized in  1786.  Lick  Fork,  without  doubt,  was  the 
most  dominant  religious  congregation  in  the  ex- 
treme portion  of  northeastern  Rockingham  County 
during  the  18th  and  19th  centuries.  The  so-called 
"anti- mission"  attitudes  which  prevailed  in  the 
doctrines  of  the  Primitive  Baptist  Church  was  to 


influence  the  Ruffin  Church  in  ways  that  were  un- 
common to  the  average  Methodist  church,  where 
mission  work  was  not  only  advocated  but  financed 
as  welL  As  the  years  passed  ministers  to  the  Ruffin 
Church  were  confronted  with  attitudes  within 
their  congregations  that  were  more  indicative  of 
the  Primitive  Baptist  beliefs.  Many  of  Ruffin's 
Methodists  continued  to  worship  at  Lick  Fork  well 
into  the  present  century,  and  family  ties  between 
the  congregations  were  at  one  time  quite  strong. 
Even  today  a  slight  element  of  Lick  Fork  can  be 
discerned  within  the  congregation  of  Ruffin  United 
Methodist  Church  in  what  is  a  unique  but  equally 
interesting  situation 
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Map  of  the  Wentworth  Methodist  Circuit  boundry  in  the  1870s  showing  the  location  of  the  churches 
(underlined)  on  the  Circuit  Courtesy  of  Ann  Rich. 
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The  Organization  of  Ruffin  Church 


With  the  advent  of  the  vital  Piedmont  Railroad 
through  the  small  village  of  Ruffin  during  the  Civil 
War,  an  important  center  of  trade  developed  that 
sponsored  the  growth  of  a  small  town.  There  were 
several  stores,  a  hotel,  and,  by  1873,  two  tobacco 
factories.  With  the  growth  of  the  village  it  was  pro- 
bably thought  necessary  to  have  a  house  of 
worship  within  the  immediate  community.  The 
actual  circumstances  that  led  to  the  creation  of  the 
Ruffin  Church  are,  as  stated  previously,  unknown. 
Suffice  it  to  say  that  by  the  end  of  the  Civil  War 
there  were  enough  Methodists  living  in  Ruffin  that 
by  1867  a  preaching  point  was  established  there 
on  the  Wentworth  Circuit  The  first  recorded  quar- 
terly conference  of  the  Wentworth  Circuit  to  take 
place  at  Ruffin  was  held  in  June  1867.  The  first 
known  minister  to  pastor  this  class  at  Ruffin  was 
the  Rev.  William  C.  Gannon,  who  was  then  followed 
by  Rev.  Robert  Graham  Barrett,  appointed  to 
serve  the  Wentworth  Circuit  for  the  year  1868. 
During  the  summer  of  1868  quarterly  Conference 
was  again  held  at  Ruffin.6 

The  Wentworth  Circuit  had  been  established  in 
1850  and  was  in  the  Greensboro  District  of  the 
North  Carolina  Annual  Conference.  Until  1861 
the  Wentworth  Circuit  encompassed  all  Methodist 
Episcopal,  South  congregations  in  Rockingham 
County.  At  that  time  the  Madison  Circuit  was  cre- 
ated to  take  in  all  churches  on  the  northern  side  of 
the  Dan  River  while  the  Wentworth  Circuit  re- 
tained the  remaining  churches.  Even  so  the  Went- 
worth Circuit  was  still  large  by  today's  standards. 
By  the  late  1860s  when  the  Ruffin  class  was  added 
to  the  Wentworth  Circuit,  the  charge  was  then 
composed  of  Carmel,  Bethlehem,  Lowe's,  Went- 
worth, Union,  Salem,  and  Penile  (which  was  or- 
ganized at  Lawsonville  in  1838)  churches.  While 
Ruffin  Church  was  in  the  developmental  stages  so 
were  congregations  atReidsville  (organized  1874) 
and  Pelham  (1871)  which  were  also  added  to  the 
circuit  in  due  time.7 

In  1869  the  Rev.  John  W.  Lewis  began  his  four- 
year  pastorate  on  the  Wentworth  Circuit  which 
was  indeed  a  most  productive  one.  A  veteran  and 
respected  member  of  the  North  Carolina  Confer- 
ence, Lewis  was  a  hard  working  and  truly  dedicated 
minister,  and  largely  through  his  efforts  the  con- 
gregations at  Ruffin,  Pelham,  and  later  Reidsville, 
were  organized.  Lewis  was  no  stranger  to  Rock- 


ingham County,  for  his  wife  was  the  daughter  of 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  George  Edwards  of  the  Mount  Car- 
mel Church.  By  the  end  of  Lewis'  pastorate  on  the 
circuit,  the  membership  for  the  whole  charge 
stood  at  523  White  and  18  "colored."8 


Rev.  John  W.  Lewis 
First  pastor  of  the  organized  Ruffin  Church. 

On  August  2,  1871,  the  trustees  of  the  Ruffin 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South  purchased  of 
Pinkney  B.  Johnston,  a  prominent  attorney  with 
ties  to  the  area,  a  lot  in  Ruffin  consisting  of  about 
one- sixth  of  an  acre.  The  lot  was  located  between 
the  Reidsville  Road  and  the  railroad,  somewhat 
near  the  center  of  the  village.  The  trustees  who. 
purchased  the  lot  for  one  dollar  were  T.L.  Rawley, 
R.  A.  Holderby,  Thomas  M.  Johnston,  Samuel  Y. 
Walker,  W.  P.  Robertson,  John  C.  Soyars,  W.  J. 
Courts,  W.  D.  Bethell  and  John  Watkins.9 

The  trustees  of  the  Ruffin  Church  were  promi- 
nent men  in  their  community  as  well  as  in  the  coun- 
ty. T.  L.  Rawley  was  a  successful  businessman  in 
Ruffin  as  a  dealer  in  fertilizer  and  eventually  a 
hotel  proprietor  and  miller.  Richard  A.  Holderby 
was  the  son  of  Joseph  Holderby,  one  of  the  found- 
ers of  Reidsville.  Richard  Holderby  served  on  the 
County  Board  of  Commissioners  during  the  1870s 
and  served  as  a  magistrate  for  the  Oregonville 
Township.  Thomas  M.  Johnston  (1838-1881)  was 
a  native  of  the  Ruffin  area,  the  son  of  Richard  B. 
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and  Susan  H.  Johnston.  He  received  his  education 
in  Yanceyville  and  in  Wentworth  and  while  in  the 
latter  town  he  met  and,  in  1859,  married  Adelia 
Wright,  the  daughter  of  the  local  tavernkeeper. 
Johnston,  who  was  also  an  active  Mason,  joined 
the  Methodist  Church  at  a  camp  meeting  at  Mount 
Carmel  in  the  fall  of  1860.  Samuel  Y.  Walker 
(c.  1830-1916)  was  a  Confederate  veteran  and  an 
active  member  of  the  Lowe's  Church  for  some 
sixty-five  years.  It  is  likely  that  the  reason  for 
Walker's  name  appearing  on  the  Ruffin  deed  was 
that  he  might  have  been  an  official  on  the  circuit 
level  Dr.  William  James  Courts  (died  1912)  was 
the  son  of  State  Treasurer  Daniel  W.  Courts  and 
was  a  large  landowner.  Dr.  Courts,  as  had  his  father, 


Dr.  William  J.  Courts  Original  Trustee  of  Ruffin 
Church  In  1871.  Courtesy  of  Miss  Julia  Courts. 


represented  Rockingham  County  in  the  State  Sen- 
ate at  one  time.  William  Decatur  Bethell  (1815- 
1888)  was  a  prominent  landowner  in  Rockingham 
County  who  served  as  Chairman  of  the  Rocking- 
ham County  Court  in  the  1860  s.  His  family  was 
active  in  the  Union  Church  during  the  1850s  and 
1860s.  John  C.  Soyars  (1827-1911)  was  a  farmer 
who  lived  near  the  Lawsonville  community  and 
who  married  into  the  Wright  family  of  Ruffin.10 
The  lot  purchased  in  1871  was  a  rather  small 
one  for  a  church  and  apparently  no  provision  was 
made  for  a  cemetery.  The  deed  described  the  lot 
as... 


lying  and  being  in  the  Town  of  Ruffin...  Begin- 
ning at  stone  on  main  road  leading  from  Ruf- 
fin to  Reidsville,  thence  North  30  degrees 
west  six  and  one  half  poles  to  RailRoad  lands 
thence  North  sixty  degrees  east  three  poles 
two  links,  thence  south  30  degrees  west  six 
and  V2  poles  thence  south  60  degrees  west  3 
poles  10  links  to  the  beginning,  laid  out  and 
containing  107/635  of  an  acre.11 

A  provision  of  the  1871  deed  stated  that  the 
trustees  would  erect  on  the  purchased  property  a 
"...two  story  House  to  be  held  in  trust  jointly  for 
the  use  of... the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
South.. .and  by  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  as 
directed  by  the  Grand  Lodge... in  North  Carolina." 
Furthermore,  the  deed  stated  that  the  church 
would  occupy  the  first  floor  of  the  building,  upon 
completion,  and  that  the  Masons  would  occupy 
the  second  floor  for  use  in  meetings  and  other 
activities. 

The  mystery  behind  this  provision  is  that  there 
is  no  record  of  a  Masonic  Lodge  existing  in  Ruffin 
during  the  last  half  of  the  nineteenth  century.  Ac- 
cording to  the  records  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons  of  North  Carolina,  no 
charter  was  ever  granted  to  a  lodge  in  Ruffin  dur- 
ing this  time  period.  If  no  Masonic  Lodge  existed 


First  Sanctuary  of  Ruffin  Church,  Built  1872. 
Photo  taken  ca.  1 900.  Courtesy  of  Mrs.  Frank 
Carter,  Sr. 
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in  Ruffin,  it  must  be  assumed  that  the  plans  for 
one  fell  through.  Whatever  the  case,  it  is  quite  likely 
that  the  church  used  both  floors  of  the  building,  for 
the  church  retained  sole  ownership  of  the  church 
property  until  it  was  disposed  of  in  1905. 12 

During  the  year  1872  construction  progressed 
on  the  frame  two- story  structure  which  was  quite 
large  for  a  new  congregation.  The  rear  of  the  church 
building  faced  the  railroad.  There  were  two  front 
(east)  doors  and  a  door  near  the  northwest  corner 
on  the  north  exterior  walL  This  door  may  have 
been  the  entrance  to  a  flight  of  stairs  which  led  to 
the  second  floor.  A  small  bell  tower  rested  near  the 
front  apex  of  the  roof.  Only  two  photographs  are 
known  to  exist  of  the  1872  sanctuary. 

In  a  report  to  the  Raleigh  Christian  Advocate, 
the  organ  of  the  North  Carolina  Conference,  in 
October  1872  Rev.  John  W.  Lewis  stated  that... 
We  are  moving  on  harmoniously  in  our  work 
on  the  Wentworth  Circuit —  some  conversions, 
and  a  good  many  penitents.  We  would  be  glad 
to  have  you  with  us  at  our  next  quarterly  meet- 
ing on  the  19,  20,  21  of  Oct  at  Ruffin  Depot, 
at  the  dedication  of  our  new  church.13 
The  dedication  service  at  Ruffin  was  held  as 
scheduled  with  the  Rev.  Numa  Fletcher  Reid  of 
Wentworth,  one  of  the  great  leaders  in  the  North 


Rev.  Numa  F.  Reid  (1825-1873) 
Noted  Methodist  Minister  Who  Dedicated  the 
First  Ruffin  Church  in  1872.  Courtesy  of  Michael 
Perdue. 


Carolina  Conference,  delivering  the  dedication 
sermoa  Though  a  dying  man,  Reid  came  and  deliv- 
ered the  sermon  at  the  invitation  of  his  esteemed 
uncle  Rev.  Lewis.14 

With  the  deed  for  the  first  church  property  of 
August  1871,  the  Ruffin  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South  was  officially  organized.  By  the  end 
of  the  following  year  the  congregation  had  complet- 
ed and  apparently  dedicated  one  of  the  largest 
houses  of  worship  of  its  day  in  the  county. 

A  most  puzzling  discovery  made  by  Rockingham 
County  historian  Robert  W.  Carter,  Jr.  in  1989  has 
produced  additional  questions  regarding  the  build- 
ing and  dedication  of  the  Ruffin  Church  sanctuary. 
In  the  fall  of  1875  T.M.  Johnston,  a  former  trustee 
of  the  Ruffin  Church,  J.S.  Johnston,  and  J.B.  John- 
ston all  of  the  firm  known  as  Johnston  &  Co. ,  a  gen- 
eral merchandise  company  in  Ruffin,  filed  suit  in 
Rokingham  County  Superior  Court  against  the 
current  trustees  of  the  Ruffin  Church:  W.J.  Courts, 
W.D.  Bethell,  R.A.  Holderby,  J.C.  Soyars,  T.L. 
Rawley,  J.G.  Matkins,  William  Robertson  and 
Samuel  Y.  Walker.  In  three  separate  judgments 
the  court  ruled  in  favor  of  Johnston  &  Co.  for  the 
combined  total  of  $523.97  which  was  owed  by  the 
Ruffin  Church.  This  is  a  most  unexplainable  situa- 
tion. Why  would  the  church  be  in  debt  to  Johnston 
&  Co.  for  such  a  tremendous  amount?  The  court 
minute  books  do  not  specify  the  reason  for  the  suit 
Whatever  the  problem,  the  debt  was  not  paid  in 
full  by  the  church  until  February  1881.  Could  the 
debt  have  been  related  to  the  construction  of  the 
Ruffin  Church  in  1872?  If  the  answer  to  this  ques- 
tion is  yes,  why  then  was  the  church  building  dedi- 
cated in  the  fall  of  1872  when  the  policy  in  the 
Methodist  Church  was  for  no  dedication  to  take 
place  until  a  building  was  "debt  free"?  Could  there 
have  been  some  other  project  in  which  the  Ruffin 
Church  involved  itself  with  Johnston  &  Co.?15 

The  court  action,  while  it  does  introduce  many 
new  questions,  seems  to  answer  a  question  that 
has  persisted  for  some  time.  The  fact  that  the  court 
had  ruled  against  the  church  in  the  amount  of  over 
five  hundred  dollars  somewhat  explains  an  article 
in  the  Raleigh  Christian  Advocate  of  December  3, 
1879  describing  a  service  at  Ruffin  Church  on 
October  2  7  of  that  year  at  which  the  respected  Dr. 
Braxton  Craven,  of  Trinity  College,  spoke  to  help 
secure  funds  for  the  church.  The  funds  were  need- 
ed, it  was  said,  to  help  pay  off  a  debt  which  had 
"...hung  like  an  incubus  upon  our  church  since  its 
erection."  The  service  collection  reduced  the  debt 
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to  less  than  $100.  How  could  a  debt  have  hung 
upon  the  church  since  the  building' s  erection  for 
seven  years  if  the  dedication  service  for  that  build- 
ing was  held  immediately  after  completion  of  the 
building  in  1872?  No  plausible  answer  for  this 
debt  and  its  circumstances  have  come  to  light 
With  the  absence  of  the  necessary  church  and 
court  records  the  situation  may  never  be  fully  ex- 
plained to  satisfaction.  Could  it  be  that  the  church 
building,  dedicated  in  1872,  was  replaced  shortly 
thereafter  by  another  building  to  which  the  John- 
ston debt  was  connected?  When  the  Ruffin  Church 
constructed  a  new  sanctuary  in  1905-06  the  ladies 
of  the  church  sponsored  the  sale  of  pintrays  in 
order  to  raise  funds  for  the  new  building.  The 
pintrays  contained  a  picture  of  the  former  sanctu- 
ary with  the  statement  that  the  church  was  built  in 
1874!  We  know  that  the  first  Ruffin  sanctuary  was 
dedicated  in  1872;  and  while  the  difference  be- 
tween those  dates  is  only  two  years,  it  can  provide 
enough  ground  for  speculation.  Could  the  1872 
church  have  fallen  victim  to  a  storm  or  a  fire  and 
been  replaced  in  1874  by  another  sanctuary  in 
which  building  project  the  church  was  indebted  to 
Johnston  &  Company  in  excess  of  $500,  hence  the 
suit  filed  the  following  year?  Despite  great  efforts 
made  to  unravel  this  perplexing  series  of  events, 
no  definite  solution  thus  far  has  been  found.  Per- 
haps in  the  future  this  tremendous  void  in  the 
history  of  the  Ruffin  Church  will  be  filled.16 

The  completion  of  the  Ruffin  Church  closed  out 
the  productive  pastorate  of  Rev.  Lewis  on  the 
Wentworth  Circuit,  because  the  1872  Annual  Con- 
ference sent  the  Rev.  William  Capers  Norman 
(1849-1902)  to  pastor  the  charge.  Rev.  Norman 
was  the  son  of  the  famed  Rev.  Alfred  Norman,  who 
had  pastored  the  Wentworth  Circuit,  including 
the  Union  congregation,  from  1857-1859.  The 
younger  Norman  developed  as  excellent  a  reputa- 
tion as  had  his  father  before  him.  In  July  1873 
Norman  conducted  the  first  protracted  meeting 
(revival)  to  be  held  in  the  new  Ruffin  sanctuary, 
and  at  the  meeting  sixteen  conversions  and  fifteen 
accessions  to  the  church  were  garnered17 

When  Rev.  Norman  came  to  the  Wentworth 
Circuit  the  "parsonage"  was  moved  from  Went- 
worth, where  it  had  been  for  twenty  years,  to  Ruf- 
fin. This  move  is  far  more  important  than  just  a 
mere  change  of  address.  No  longer  was  the  Went- 
worth Church  the  dominant  church  on  the  circuit 
Obviously  this  indicates  that  the  Ruffin  congrega- 
tion was  large  enough  and  strong  enough  to  have 


the  home  base  of  the  pastor  there  in  its  midst.  This 
may  have  been  the  root  of  the  necessary  division 
and  abolition  of  the  Wentworth  Circuit  in  1881  as 
will  be  discussed  later. 

When  Rev.  Norman  was  pastor  of  the  Wentworth 
Circuit  the  following  was  the  monthly  preaching 
schedule  (1872-1875): 

First  Sunday —  Mount  Carmel  at  11  am 

Bethlehem  at  3:30  pm 
Second  Sunday— Lowe's  at  11  am 

Reidsville  at  3:30  pm 
Third  Sunday —  Wentworth  at  11  am 
Fourth  Sunday  —  Ruffin  at  1 1  am 
Pelham  at  3:30  pm 
Fifth  Sunday  —   Lawsonville  (Penile)  at 
11  am18 

In  just  his  first  year  alone  on  the  circuit,  Rev. 
Norman  added  nearly  one  hundred  members  to 
his  charge.  For  the  conference  year  1873  Nor- 
man's salary  was  $423. 19 

The  1875  Annual  Conference  appointed  the^ 
Rev.  Robah  Fidus  Bumpas  (1850-1933)  to  pastor 
the  Wentworth  Circuit  for  the  year  1876.  Bumpas, 
as  was  his  predecessor,  was  the  son  of  a  distin- 
guished Methodist  minister. 

Unfortunately,  no  records  of  the  Wentworth 
Circuit  or  its  respective  churches  survive  from  this 
time  period.  However,  Rev.  Bumpas  kept  a  diary 
that  covered  the  first  half  of  his  one- year  pastorate 
on  the  Wentworth  Circuit;  and  in  it  he  made 
several  references  to  the  Ruffin  Church: 

Tuesday,  January  6, 1876  Engaged  board  at 
Bro.  (J.L.)  Rawley's  at $10.00  a  month,  for 
self,  wife  &  horse,  each 
Sunday,  January  23,  1876  Bright  sunshiny 
day.  Drove  to  Pelham,  arrived  at  1 1  am  a 
perfect  stranger.  Preached  with  good  lib- 
erty. Saw  many  tears  shed... Stop  for  din- 
ner at  Bro.  Bannister  Fitzgerald.  Came  on 
to  Ruffin,  preached  at  three.  Very  tired. 
Didn't  feel  like  it  Took  a  nap.  Went  out  at 
night  held  prayer-meeting.  Gave  them  my 
11  o'ck  sermon 
Sunday,  March  26, 1876  Preached  at  Pelham 
&  Ruffin.  After  preaching  at  the  latter 
place  I  married  my  first  couple,  William  L. 
Wright,  a  bachelor  aged  52,  and  Miss  Mar- 
tha J.  Pruett,  aged  29. 
Wednesday,  March  29,  1876  Wrote  this 
morning  on  sermon,  commenced  yesterday. 
Received  a  call  from  Mr.  J.R.  Webster,  of 
Reidsville.  This  afternoon  (I)  called  on  Mr. 
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Richard  Holderby,  Mrs.  Warriner,  Dr. 
Courts  family  &  Miss  Ada  Lane.  Tonight 
held  prayer  meeting. 
Wednesday,  May  10, 1876  Returned  to  Ruf- 
fin  this  morning.  Held  prayer  meeting  to- 
night. The  largest  attendance  we  have  had 
at  alL  Encouraging.  Talked  from  Job. 
"There  the  wicked  cease  from  troubling, 
and  the  weary  are  at  rest"20 
Despite  the  effectiveness  of  Bumpas  on  the 
Wentworth  Circuit,  the  Annual  Conference  ap- 
pointed the  Rev.  VanBuren  Albright  Sharpe 
(1834-1894)for  the  year  1877— the  first  of  four 
very  successful  and  fruitful  years  for  the  Circuit. 
Sharpe  came  to  a  circuit  with  an  overall  member- 
ship of  554  and  a  Sunday  School  membership  of 
200.  By  the  end  of  his  four  years  on  the  circuit  the 
membership  stood  at  754. 21 

As  soon  as  he  arrived  on  the  Wentworth  Circuit, 
Sharpe  began  a  series  of  revivals,  the  likes  of  which 
had  seldom  been  seen  before  in  Rockingham 
County.  Many  souls  were  won  for  the  kingdom  of 
God  and  all  of  the  churches  were  greatly  revived 
and  strengthened.  During  the  Sharpe  pastorate 
(1876-1880)  new  churches  were  built  at  Mount 
Carmel,  Lowe's  and  Reidsville  and  the  church  at 
Bethlehem  was  remodeled  (at  the  cost  of  $260). 
In  the  summer  of  1879  three  area  ministers,  in- 
cluding Rev.  Sharpe,  conducted  a  revival  at  Ruffin. 
Sharpe  later  wrote  that  the  "Congregations  (at 
Ruffin  were)... large  and  serious,  but  results  not  so 
apparent."  Sharpe  did  not  give  himself  due  credit, 
for  before  the  end  of  the  revival  ten  children  were 
baptized  into  the  Ruffin  Church.22 

For  +he  year  1880  Rev.  Sharpe  was  assisted  on 
the  circuit  by  a  pastor  serving  on  his  first  charge, 
Rev.  William  Streety  Hales  (1856-1923).  Rev. 
Hales  learned  quite  a  lot  serving  under  the  capable 
and  dedicated  Sharpe.  Several  years  later  Hales 
would  return  to  pastor  the  Ruffin  Church  in  his  own 
right.  In  the  fall  of  1880  Revs.  Sharpe,  Hales,  and 
perhaps  others,  conducted  a  revival  at  the  old 
Union  Church,  which  had  not  been  a  preaching 
point  on  the  Wentworth  Circuit  for  several  years. 
This  was  an  unusual  meeting  "...in  which  Baptists, 
Presbyterians,  Episcopalians  &  Methodists  shook 
hands  on  the  gospel  platform  and  worked  together 
for  the  glory  of  God..."  Fifteen  people  were  con- 
verted and  seven  united  with  the  church,  although 
it  is  not  known  which  church  the  seven  joined  since 
Union  was  no  longer  a  recognized  Methodist 
preaching  point  Nevertheless,  when  a  new  deed 


to  the  old  Union  Church  property  was  recorded  in 
1900,  the  Methodist  church  which  relinquished  its 
interest  in  the  Union  property  was  the  congrega- 
tion at  Hickory  Grove.  Therefore,  the  roots  of  what 
in  1892  became  the  Hickory  Grove  Church  may 
very  well  be  imbedded  in  the  old  Union  Church  of 
the  Mayfield  Community.23 

By  1880  the  Ruffin  Church  was  no  longer  the 
largest  church  on  the  Wentworth  Circuit — that 
position  belonged  to  the  church  at  Reidsville,  which 
within  four  years  of  its  creation  had  constructed 
the  first  brick  Methodist  Church  building  in  the 
county.  By  October  1879  Rev.  Sharpe  had  moved 
the  parsonage  to  Reidsville  which  was  probably 
not  pleasing  to  the  Ruffin  congregation.  It  was 
clearly  obvious  that  the  Wentworth  Circuit  had 
become  too  unwieldy  for  any  one  pastor  to  minis- 
ter. Consequently,  the  1881  Annual  Conference 
abolished  the  thirty- one-year-old  Wentworth  Cir- 
cuit out  of  which  rose  two  smaller  circuits — the 
Ruffin  and  Reidsville.  The  Ruffin  Circuit  was 
composed  of  Ruffin,  Mt.  Carmel,  Bethlehem,  and 
Pelham  churches,  while  the  Reidsville  Circuit  was 
composed  of  Reidsville,  Wentworth,  Lowe's,  and 
Penile  churches.  The  Rev.  Nereus  E.  Coltrane  was 
appointed  to  pastor  the  new  Ruffin  Circuit  and 
once  again  the  parsonage  was  located  in  Ruffin. 
During  Coltrane's  pastorate  (1882-1886)  the  Ruf- 
fin Circuit  exceeded  450  members  and  the  pastor' s 
salary  was  approximately  $600. 24 

Rev.  Coltrane  once  remarked  that  the  Ruffin 
Circuit  was  "...one  of  the  larger  circuits  of  this 
(Greensboro)  district,"and  that  from  one  end  of 
his  charge  (Pelham  Church)  to  the  other  (Bethle- 
hem) was  a  distance  of  seventeen  miles.  All  four 
churches  on  the  circuit  were  "in  a  broken  line  "  At 
the  close  of  his  pastorate  in  late  1885  Coltrane 
remarked  that  he  had  held  "protracted  meetings" 
in  all  four  churches  each  year.25 

In  1885  the  Rev.  Robert  Graham  Barrett  (1830- 
1910)  was  appointed  to  the  Ruffin  Circuit  for  the 
year  1886.  Barrett  was  no  stranger  to  Rockingham 
County,  as  he  had  pastored  the  Wentworth  Circuit 
just  after  the  Civil  War.  Barrett,  as  did  his  prede- 
cessors, believed  in  the  importance  of  revivals  and 
will  always  be  remembered  for  the  famous  "  earth- 
quake revival"  at  the  Bethlehem  Church  in  August 
1886.  Rev.  Barrett  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  George 
F.  Round  for  the  year  1887;  Round  conducted  a 
successful  revival  at  Ruffin  Church  in  the  summer 
of  that  year.  In  the  fall  of  1887  Rev.  Round  trans- 
ferred to  the  Oregon  Annual  Conference  and  a 


12 


Ruffin's  Methodist  Heritage  1867  -  1989 


bright  new  chapter  in  the  life  of  the  Ruffin  Cir- 
cuit was  dawning.26 

The  1885  Annual  Conference  finally  accorded 
station  status  to  the  Reidsville  Church,  which  that 
congregation  had  demanded  for  several  years. 
Consequently,  the  Lowe's  and  Penile  churches 
were  added  to  the  Ruffin  Circuit,  and  the  Went- 
worth  Church  was  added  to  the  Madison  Circuit. 
Wentworth  was  placed  on  the  Ruffin  Circuit  at  the 

1887  Annual  Conference.  So  by  the  beginning  of 

1888  the  Ruffin  Circuit  was  composed  of  Ruffin, 
Pelham,  Bethlehem,  Mount  Carmel,  Wentworth, 
Lowe's  and  Penile.27 

The  Rev.  Robert  Preston  Troy  was  appointed 
to  the  Ruffin  Circuit  for  the  year  1888.  Troy  had 
just  completed  a  successful  pastorate  on  the 
Madison  Circuit  and  was  geared  to  do  likewise  on 
his  new  charge.  Troy  added  at  least  fifteen  mem- 
bers to  the  roll  at  the  Ruffin  Church  during  his 
three-year  stay.  In  fact,  it  has  been  estimated  that 
Troy  added  some  one  hundred  new  members  to 
the  whole  circuit  after  his  first  year-1888.  In  1888 
the  pastor's  salary  had  increased  to  $846.70,  as 
opposed  to$576. 65  the  year  previously.  Outof  the 
891  members  circuit-wide  in  1888  nearly  half 
were  enrolled  in  Sunday  School.  In  1888  also,  Rev. 
Troy  began  a  series  of  union  prayer  meetings  at 
the  Ruffin  Church  in  which  all  branches  of  the 
Christian  church  were  encouraged  to  participate. 
These  weekly  services  on  Sunday  afternoons  great- 
ly strengthened  the  moral  fibre  of  the  Ruffin  con- 
gregation.28 

Previous  historians  have  devoted  considerable 
attention,  when  discussing  Ruffin  Church,  to  one 
of  North  Carolina's  own  who  achieved  great  fame 
in  the  annals  of  American  Methodism.  Bishop 
Oscar  Penn  Fitzgerald  (1829-1911)  was  a  native 
of  Caswell  County,  but  spent  a  considerable  por- 
tion of  his  youth  over  the  county  line  in  the  future 
Ruffin  area.  His  family  was  among  the  members  of 
the  Sharon  congregation,  north  of  Ruffin.  Fitzger- 
ald entered  the  Methodist  ministry,  became  a  mis- 
sionary in  California,  an  editor  of  religious  papers, 
and  in  1890,  a  bishop  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South.  Bishop  Fitzgerald  was  clearly  one 
of  the  South' s  great  leaders  of  the  Methodist  faith, 
and  his  reputation  and  renown  were  widespread. 
Though  he  had  numerous  relatives  in  the  Ruffin 
Church,  Bishop  Fitzgerald  played  no  significant 
role  in  the  creation  of  the  Ruffin  Church  for  the 
simple  reason  that  he  was  in  another  part  of  the 
country  at  the  time.  The  bishop  did,  in  fact,  visit 


Bishop  O.  P.  Fitzgerald 
1829 -1911 

Ruffin  on  numerous  occasions  and  preached  in  the 
Methodist  Church  in  Ruffin  in  1889,  1892  and  in 
1897.  No  doubt  he  was  much  pleased  when  he 
preached  at  Ruffin  in  November  1897  and  received 
into  the  church  his  own  brother,  J.  Wesley  Fitzger- 
ald, who  would  become  an  active  member  in  the 
Ruffin  Church.  The  people  of  the  Ruffin  area  kept 
in  touch  with  the  bishop  down  through  the  years 
and  he  never  forgot  that  his  roots  were  in  the  red 
clay  soil  of  the  northern  Piedmont  of  North 
Carolina29 

For  reasons  unclear,  Rev.  Troy  was  obviously 
away  from  the  circuit  during  most  of  the  month  of 
December  1889  and  he  issued  the  following  wor- 
ship schedule  for  that  month  with  the  speakers  at 
each  church  designated: 

First  Sunday  -  Carmel  at  11  am-Rev.  W.P.  Ware 
Second  Sunday  -  Bethlehem  at  1 1  am-  Rev.  R. 
L.  Kellam 

Wentworth  at  11  am-Rev.  J. 
H.  Anderson 
Third  Sunday  -  Lowe's  at  11  am-Rev.  Marshall 
Rice 

Penile  at  11  am-Rev.  W.P. 
Ware 
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Fourth  Sunday  -  Ruffin  at  11  am-Rev.  W.  P. 
Ware 

Fifth  Sunday  -  Penile  at  1 1  am-Rev.  R.P.  Troy 
Ruffin  at  7  pm-Rev.  R.P.  Troy30 

This  worship  schedule  also  shows  that  the  Ruffin 
Circuit  was  too  large  and  cumbersome  for  a  single 
pastor  and  no  other  alternative  but  circuit  realign- 
ment would  settle  the  situation. 

The  year  1890  was  an  historic  one  in  the  life  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South  in  North 
Carolina  The  North  Carolina  Annual  Conference 
was  divided  with  Rockingham  County  adjoining 
the  line  of  separation.  The  counties  south  and 
west  of  Rockingham  County  were  included  in  the 
new  Western  North  Carolina  Annual  Conference 
while  the  remaining  counties  were  retained  in  the 
North  Carolina  Annual  Conference.  This  change 
greatly  affected  the  Ruffin  Circuit  in  that  the 
circuit  was  realigned.  The  Pelham  Church,  which 
was  in  Caswell  County,  was  on  the  side  of  the  new 
division  that  remained  in  the  North  Carolina  Con- 
ference and  so  that  church  was  removed  from  the 
Ruffin  Circuit  and  placed  with  other  churches  in 
Caswell  County  (including  the  church  at  Shady 
Grove).  The  churches  at  Bethlehem  and  Went- 
worth  were  also  removed  from  the  Ruffin  Circuit 
and  were  placed  in  a  new  circuit  known  as  the 
Leaksville  Circuit  which  also  included  the  growing 
church  at  Leaksville  and  the  struggling  Wesley 
Chapel  Church,  which  was  located  in  the  Settle's 
Bridge  community  northwest  of  Wentworth.  The 
churches  at  Leaksville  and  Wesley  Chapel  were 
previously  on  the  Madison  Circuit  Now  the  Ruffin 
Circuit  was  composed  of  Ruffin,  Mount  Carmel, 
Lowe's  and  Penile  churches.31 

A  new  pastor  arrived  at  Ruffin  with  the  new  con- 
ference, Rev.  NR.  Richardson  (1854-1926),  a  min- 
ister with  great  vision  and  potential.  Richardson 
saw  at  once  that  the  Ruffin  Circuit  was  in  grave 
need  of  reviving  in  the  wake  of  the  realignment, 
and  he  gradually  took  steps  to  insure  a  positive 
path  to  progress.  During  the  year  1891  Richardson 
reorganized  the  congregation  at  old  Salem  Church, 
near  Reidsville,  which  was  closed  in  the  1870s 
when  the  Reidsville  Methodists  organized  their 
own  church.  Salem  Church,  which  built  a  new  sanc- 
tuary in  1892,  was  added  to  the  Ruffin  Circuit 
where  it  remained  until  the  Annual  Conference  of 
1894.32 

The  need  for  a  designated  and  circuit- owned 
parsonage  had  long  been  evident  to  the  people  of 
the  Ruffin  Charge.  For  the  past  few  years  the  min- 
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ister  had  resided  in  Reidsville  and  the  circuit  de- 
cided that  the  time  had  come  not  only  to  designate 
a  particular  home  for  the  minister,  but  also  own  it 
as  we  1L  In  March  1 8  9 1  a  lot  on  Lawsonville  Avenue 
in  Reidsville  was  secured,  and  during  the  spring  of 
that  year  a  frame  building  was  constructed  On 
June  6,  1891  a  deed  was  prepared  conveying  the 
lot  on  Lawsonville  Avenue  to  the  trustees  of  the 
Ruffin  Circuit  G.T.  Walker,  W.Z.  Walker,  W.H. 
Kimbro,  T.D.  Carroll  and  R.L.  Rawley,  for  the  sum 
of  $200.  The  lot  measured  roughly  20,425  square 
feet  On  June  25,  1891  Rev.  Richardson  and  his 
family  moved  into  the  new  parsonage,  complete 
with  garden  space  and  a  barn  filled  with  hay 
furnished  by  Mr.  George  Meador  of  the  Salem 
Church.  In  early  1892  Mr.  Ragsdale,  a  nurseryman 
from  Jamestown  in  Guilford  County,  gave  several 
fruit  trees  for  the  new  parsonage.  At  last  the  pastor 
of  the  Ruffin  Circuit  could  be  assured  of  having  a 
home.33 

It  is  from  the  pastorate  of  Rev.  N.R  Richardson 
(1890-1892)  that  the  earliest  records  of  the  Ruffin 
Circuit  survive.  Quarterly  Conference  minutes  and 
membership  rolls  survive  from  much  of  the  1890s, 
and  together  they  give  us  an  interesting  picture  of  the 
status  of  the  Ruffin  Circuit  as  well  as  the  Ruffin 
Church  The  earliest  listing  of  members  of  the  Quar- 
terly Conference  of  the  Ruffin  Circuit  is  from  1892 
and  is  as  follows: 

Rev.  N.R  Richardson,  Pastor 

Rev.  J.H.  Anderson,  L.E. 

S.T  Barber,  Licentiate 

J.T  Strader,  Exhorter 

STEWARDS 

W.R  French 
W.D.  Wall 
W.J.  Barber 
W.T.Haggood 
W.R  Schoolfield 
J.H.  Jeffries 
RL  Rawley 
W.T  Lewis 
T.W.  Stokes 
G.T.  Walker 
G.P.  Walker 
James  W.  Walker 
G.T.  Davis 
J.R  Garrett 
W.A  Stacy 
C.S.  Carter 

F.  M  Alcom 

G.  W.  Anderson 
George  E.  Barber 
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TRUSTEES 

Creed  Ellington 
W.H  Gilley 
W.J.  Corum 
J.H  Carter 
RT.  Fitzgerald 
W.S.  Carter 
Alfred  Walker 
W.EB.  Walker 
WA  Turner 
D.G.  Flack 
George  J.  Meador 
Thomas  D.  Carroll34 

These  men  represented  the  four  churches  on  the 
Ruffin  Circuit  Ruffin,  Lowe's,  Carmel  and  Salem  By 
December  1891  Sunday  Schools  existed  at  Ruffin, 
Lowe's,  and  Carmel,  but  the  schools  dragged  along, 
"because  of  the  indifference  of  the  great  body  of 
church  members  to  this  important  work"35 

Between  the  second  and  third  quarterly  confer- 
ences of  1892  the  circuit  raised  the  following  to  be 
paid  for  the  minister  and  the  district  presiding  elder 
(now  known  as  the  district  superintendent): 

Carmel     $  38.00 

Ruffin  27.00 

Lowe's  43.00 

Salem  .50 


TOTAL  $108.50 

Of  that  amount,  the  pastor  was  paid  $93  and  the 
presiding  elder  was  paid  $15. 36 

A  good  portion  of  Rev.  Richardson's  time  during 
his  pastorate  was  devoted  toward  the  building  of  the 
Salem  Church,  establishing  the  new  parsonage  in 
Reidsville,  and  trying  to  resolve  unrest  in  the  Carmel 
Church  which  existed  for  much  of  1892.  In  all  of  these 
things  Richardson  was  quite  successful  By  the  end 
of  Richardson's  time  on  the  circuit,  the  charge- wide 
membership  stood  at  612;  and  the  Sunday  School 
membership  stood  at  175.  Rufus  L  Rawley  was  serv- 
ing as  superintendent  of  the  Ruffin  Sunday  SchooL 
The  circuit  had  four  church  buildings  at  a  total  value 
of  $4500  and  a  parsonage  valued  at  $1200.  Rev. 
Richardson  was  paid  a  total  of  $636.52  for  his 
salary  in  1892,  and  his  legacy  was  a  strong  circuit 
with  a  great  deal  of  potential  yet  to  be  realized.37 

The  Rev.  L.M.  Brower  was  appointed  to  replace 
Rev.  Richardson  for  the  year  1893.  Brower  was 
another  hardworking  pastor  who  realized  that 
there  was  much  work  to  be  done  on  the  Ruffin  Cir- 
cuit There  remained  a  debt  on  the  new  parsonage 
in  Reidsville  and  at  the  first  Quarterly  Confer- 
ence for  1893,  held  on  January  13  at  Ruffin,  Rev. 


Brower,  G.T  Walker  and  George  J.  Meador  were 
appointed  to  negotiate  a  loan  from  a  financial  insti- 
tution that  would  be  sufficient  to  pay  off  the  par- 
sonage debt  The  Circuit  Sunday  Schools  were  on 
the  decline,  and  steps  were  taken  to  try  to  improve 
the  situation,  but  with  little  success.  In  January 
1893  George  Anderson  was  appointed  to  replace 
Rufus  Rawley  as  the  Ruffin  Sunday  School  Super- 
intendent. At  the  second  conference  on  April  21, 
1893,  Rev.  Brower  made  the  following  report  on 
the  Sunday  Schools: 

There  are  three  Sunday  Schools  on  the  cir- 
cuit, as  follows:  Ruffin,  Lowe's  and  Salem.  The 
school  at  Ruffin  organized  in  March  (after  the 
usual  winter  recess),  and  is  starting  off  more 
favorably  than  the  other  two.  Our  people  are  not 
committed  to  the  Sunday  School  work,  in  the 
sense  which  is  necessary  to  make  a  success  of 
Sunday  Schools.  Yet  we  hope  to  realize  a  mov- 
ing up  on  this  line.38 

With  the  advent  of  the  conference  year  1893  the 
Mount  Carmel  Church  was  taken  off  the  Ruffin 
Circuit  and  placed  on  the  Wentworth  Circuit  Penile 
Church  was  in  like  manner  taken  off  the  Wentworth 
Circuit  and  placed  on  the  Ruffin  Circuit  where  it 
would  remain  for  the  duration  of  its  existence  as 
an  active  congretation.39 

Methodist  ministers  were  not  the  only  ones  who 
were  discouraged  with  the  seeming  indifference  of 
their  parishioners  and  communities.  In  June  1893 
the  noted  Baptist  evangelist  Rev.  S.  F.  Conrad, 
visited  the  Ruffin  area  and  made  this  report  to  the 
Biblical  Recorder 

Ruffin  (where  I  just  completed  a  protracted 
meeting)  is  a  promising  field,  but  the  work  is 
peculiarly  hard.  There  are  many  DEAD- HEAD 
CHRISTIANS  in  the  community  who  are  in  col- 
lusion with  whiskey  and  the  devil,  which  makes 
the  work  hard  as  to  reaching  the  unsaved... The 
community  is  cursed  by  a  number  of  scalawags 
and  ruffians  who  think  they  can  bully  and  over- 
awe us  in  our  work  but  I  am  determined  to  pre- 
serve order  if  there  is  any  law  to  do  it  ..They  may 
kill  me  but  they  shall  not  deter  me  from  my 
work40 

It  just  so  happened  that  the  Reidsville  Review 
picked  up  the  item  and  reprinted  it  in  full,  and  the 
full  fury  of  the  Ruffin  community  was  unleashed. 
The  Review  went  on  record  to  criticize  Rev.  Con- 
rad for  his  remarks  and  the  people  of  the  Ruffin 
area,  regardless  of  denomination,  were  even  more 
so  enraged.  Although  the  good  pastor  did  exagge- 
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rate  the  situation,  there  was  some  truth  to  his  state- 
ment that  could  be  applied  to  the  status  of  religion 
across  the  nation  at  that  time.  The  "  Gay  Nineties" 
were  hardly  that-  with  the  country  in  the  midst  of 
depression  and  a  gradual  decline  in  the  morals  of 
the  population. 

As  in  most  churches  today,  the  ladies  provided 
a  considerable  part  of  the  support  for  the  church 
and  its  functions.  In  July  1893  the  ladies  of  the 
Ruffin  Church  sponsored  a  lawn  party  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  church  building,  and  the  event  proved  to 
be  a  success  financially.  Rev.  Brower  reported 
that  by  November  15, 1893,  $76.55  had  been  spent 
for  repairs  to  the  Ruffin  Church  Though  the  ladies 
were  active  in  the  Ruffin  Church,  they  had  yet  to 
organize  into  a  society  and  would  not  do  so  for  a 
number  of  years  yet41 

Most  of  1894  was  devoted  to  encouraging  growth 
in  the  Sunday  Schools  and  trying  to  pay  off  the 
parsonage  debt  which  was  still  outstanding.  By 
the  end  of  the  year,  however,  there  was  a  decrease 
of  six  school  officers  and  teachers  and  thirty- eight 
scholars  in  the  Sunday  Schools  of  the  circuit  as 
compared  with  the  previous  year. 

The  1894  Annual  Conference  made  several 
changes  regarding  the  Ruffin  Circuit  Salem  Church 
was  placed  on  the  Wentworth  Circuit,  and  in  its 
place  were  added  two  churches  that  were  both  or- 
ganized in  1892:  Hickory  Grove,  in  the  Mayfield 
community,  and  Ware's  Chapel,  located  in  Reids- 
ville's  mill  community.  Hickory  Grove  had  previ- 
ously been  on  the  Wentworth  Circuit;  while  Ware's 
Chapel  has  been  a  mission  project  under  the  auspi- 
ces of  the  Reidsville  Church,  by  now  known  as 
Main  Street  Church  Now,  the  Ruffin  Circuit  was 
composed  of  Ruffin,  Lowe's,  Penile,  Hickory  Grove, 
and  Ware's  ChapeL  Another  major  change  for  the 
circuit  was  the  appointment  of  a  new  pastor,  Rev. 
John  Boring  Tabor  (1860-1936),  who  soon  set  out 
to  revive  the  Ruffin  Circuit  One  of  the  first  things 
Rev.  Tabor  did  was  to  establish  a  new  preaching 
schedule  which  was  as  follows: 

First  Sunday-Ruffin  at  1 1  am,  Penile  at  3  pm 
Second  Sunday-Lowe's  at  11  am,  Ware's 

Chapel  at  7  pm 
Third  Sunday-Hickory  Grove  at  1 1  am,  Ruf- 
fin at  7  pm 
Fourth  Sunday- Ware's  Chapel  at  11  am, 
Lowe' s  at  3  pm42 

The  changes  made  in  the  monthly  schedule  were 
to  please  the  Lowe's  congregation,  which  had  not 
been  satisfied  with  the  schedule  as  it  existed  dur- 


ing the  pastorate  of  Rev.  Brower.  Rev.  Tabor  was 
gravely  concerned  over  the  indifference  of  the 
membership  of  the  circuit  regarding  Sunday 
Schools  and  mission  projects.  Tabor  wrote  in 
March  1895,  "A  Methodist  Church  without  a  Sun- 
day School  is  a  failure... Some  of  our  people  are 
making  progress  in  the  religious  life,  but  many  have 
only  the  form  of  godliness  without  its  power  and 
some,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  have  not  even  the  form  of 
godliness."  Yet  through  the  determined  efforts  of 
Rev.  Tabor  all  churches  on  the  circuit  had  Sunday 
Schools  by  the  summer  of  1895.  In  addition  to  that 
success,  a  Sunday  School  outpost  was  organized 
at  Carter's  Schoolhouse  in  the  vicinity  of  Ruffin. 
The  progress  made  by  the  Sunday  Schools  was 
fantastic,  for  in  1894  the  circuit  had  had  only  two 
schools  with  a  combined  membership  of  111.  In 
1895  there  were  six  schools  with  atleast300  mem- 
bers.43 

The  debt  on  the  Reidsville  parsonage  was  still 
outstanding  throughout  1895.  In  August  of  that 
year  $76  was  raised  by  the  churches  toward  the  debt 
and  $6  for  the  insurance  on  the  parsonage  was  also 
raised  The  five  churches  paid  the  amounts  as  fol- 
lows: 

Lowe's  $51.75 

Ruffin  $24.31 

Hickory  Grove    $  3.30 

Ware's  Chapel    $  .66 

Penile  $  .25 

Rev.  J.B.  Tabor  $    .69 44 
At  the  fourth  Quarterly  Conference  for  1895,  held 
at  Lowe's  on  October  26,  the  statistical  report  for  the 
Ruffin  Circuit  for  the  conference  year  (1895)  was 


given: 

Membership  382 
Additions  on  profession  of  faith  25 
Additions  by  certificate  6 
Removals  by  death,  certificates  and 

otherwise  16 
Infants  baptized  1 
Adults  baptized  18 
Number  of  churches  5 
Value  of  churches  $3700.00 
Value  of  parsonage  $1500.00 
Money  expended  for  churches  and 

parsonage  $95. 0045 

In  July  1896  Rev.  Tabor  reported  on  the  pro- 
gress made  on  the  circuit  so  far  that  year 


The  most  encouraging  feature  (of  the  cir- 
cuit) is  the  Sunday  School  work.  Two  years 
ago  there  were  only  two  schools  reported  on 
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the  work,  and  111  pupils;  now  we  have  six 
schools  and  about  400  pupils.  Three  of  these 
schools  ran  through  the  winter  and  they  in- 
creased both  in  interest  and  in  membership 
during  the  winter  disproving  the  notion  that 
a  Sunday  School  cannot  be  successfully 
operated  during  the  winter  in  the  country. 
About  one  hundred  dollars  has  been  spent  in 
repairing  old  Penile  Church,  putting  a  new 
roof  and  weatherboarding  on  it  As  much  more 
will  be  expended  in  fitting  up  the  interior. 
Blinds  have  been  put  on  the  church  at  Ruffin. 
...A  strong  pull  is  being  made  to  raise  the 
debt  on  the  parsonage  (which  is)  $5 00. 46 
In  July  1896  a  successful  revival  was  held  at  the 
Carter's  Schoolhouse  with  Rev.  Tabor  preaching. 
The  following  who  professed  united  with  the  church 
at  Ruffin:  Robert  L  Wariner,  Anna  Hamlin,  Ida  Jor- 
dan, J.F.  Burton,  Daniel  Burton,  Lemma  Burton, 
Willie  Burton,  Mary  Tate,  Ed  Tate,  Bettie  Hubbard, 
Mary  Robertson,  George  Talley,  Alice  Moore,  Sarah 
B.  McFarland,  Joseph  McFarland,  and  J.  H.  Ham- 
lin. The  following  month  Revs.  Tabor  and  J.A.B. 
Fry,  of  the  Jamestown  Circuit,  conducted  a  suc- 
cessful revival  at  the  Ruffin  Church;  the  following 
members  were  added:  C.  Marvin  Hatchett  Bertie 
Lewis,  Bessie  Fitzgerald,  Mariah  Fitzgerald,  Lucy 
Alice  Wharton,  Robert  H.  Wariner,  Daniel  Carter, 
Bernard  Lewis,  Dan  W.  Wariner,  Jimmie  Stacey, 
Sarah  B.  Carter,  Eugene  L.  Hatchett,  Joe  Pink 


Lewis,  Willie  Alcorn,  Hattie  McFarland,  and  John 
M.  Stacey.  This  would  be  the  most  successful  revi- 
val at  the  Ruffin  Church  for  the  next  several 

47 

years. 

The  1896  Annual  Conference  returned  Rev. 
Tabor  for  what  would  be  his  last  year  on  the  Ruffin 
Circuit  In  June  of  1897  the  circuit  sponsored  an 
evangelistic  lecture  at  the  Reidsville  Armory  for 
the  benefit  of  the  parsonage.  The  admission 
charged  for  the  lecture  was  twenty- five  cents  for 
adults  and  fifteen  cents  for  children.  Another 
event  that  year  would  have  some  long-range  ef- 
fects for  the  Ruffin  Church  in  particular.  On  Mon- 
day evening,  August  30,  1897,  a  terrible  storm 
struck  the  Ruffin  area  with  a  hard  rain  and  heavy 
lightning.  As  the  mail  train  pulled  into  the  village 
that  night  the  Ruffin  railroad  depot  was  discover- 
ed in  flames.  The  depot  burned  to  the  ground  on 
that  very  hot  and  humid  night.  The  fire  alarmed 
the  congregation  of  the  Ruffin  Church  as  the 
depot  was  only  a  short  distance  away  from  the 
church  building.  At  that  time,  wood  and  coal  burn- 
ing engines  were  potential  fire  hazards.  More- 
over, the  trains  that  came  through  the  village  would 
often  frighten  the  horses  tied  by  the  church  and 
would  interrupt  church  services  as  well  It  quickly 
became  obvious  that  only  a  new  church  at  a  new 
location  would  rectify  those  problems.  Gradually 
the  desire  for  a  new  church  became  manifest  with- 
in the  hearts  of  the  Ruffin  Methodists.48 


1 
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Ruffin  Depot  built  ca.  1927. 
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The  Rev.  William  Streety  Hales  replaced  Rev. 
Tabor  as  pastor  of  the  Ruffin  Circuit  for  the  year 
1898.  Hales  had  served  the  Ruffin  Church  nearly 
twenty  years  ago  when  he  was  assistant  pastor  of 
the  Wentworth  Circuit  while  V.  A.  Sharpe  was  the 
minister.  By  the  time  of  Rev.  Hales'  pastorate,  a 
community  cemetery  had  been  established  just 
outside  of  Ruffin  Rufus  L.  Rawley  and  W.T  Lewis, 
both  of  the  Ruffin  Church,  laid  out  the  cemetery 
boundaries  and  marked  off  some  plots.  The  Ruffin 
Church  did  not  have  a  cemetery  of  its  own  and  so 
its  members  could  be  buried  in  the  community 
cemetery.  What  is  indeed  ironic  is  that  the  first 
ones  to  be  buried  in  the  Ruffin  Cemetery  were 
Rufus  Rawley,  who  died  December  25,  1898,  and 
W.T.  Lewis,  who  died  on  February  22,  1900— 
the  two  men  who  actually  laid  off  the  cemetery!49 
The  1900  Annual  Conference  sent  the  Rev. 
Charles  Albert  Wood  (1863-1930)  to  the  Ruffin 
Circuit  Rev.  Wood  came  to  a  circuit  of  four 
churches  with  a  total  membership  of  391  and  a 
Sunday  School  membership  of  200.  Two  of  the 
churches,  Ruffin  and  Lowe's,  were  quite  strong 
and  active;  while  the  remaining  two,  Hickory  Grove 
and  Penile,  ranged  from  small  to  struggling.  Rev. 
Wood  was  born  in  China,  where  his  father,  Rev. 
Marquis  L.  Wood,  was  a  missionary  from  the  North 
Carolina  Conference.  In  later  years  the  elder  Wood 
served  as  president  of  Trinity  College.  The  son, 
Rev.  Charles  A  Wood,  also  became  a  popular  min- 
ister in  the  Western  North  Carolina  Conference. 
The  following  remarks  about  him  after  his  death  in 
1930  give  us  an  insight  into  this  admired  minister 
Perhaps  the  outstanding  characteristic  of  this 
man  was  his  uncompromising  honesty.  He 
was  so  straight  and  forthright  as,  at  times,  to 
appear  stuborn.  For  him,  to  choose  the  lesser 
good  was  sin.. .Anything  less  than  simple 
goodness  was  wrong.50 
During  Rev.  Wood's  pastorate  on  the  circuit, 
which  lasted  until  1903,  over  thirty  new  members 
were  brought  into  the  Ruffin  Church.  The  Circuit 


Sunday  School  membership  increased  from  200  in 
1900  to  328  in  1903,  and  the  pastor's  salary  in- 
creased from  $275.37  in  1900  to  $445.86  in  1902. 
The  1900  Annual  Conference  had  taken  Ware's 
Chapel  off  the  Ruffin  Circuit  and  made  it  a  station 
charge.  In  1902  that  church  was  placed  with  the 
Main  Street  congregation  in  Reidsville  for  one  year. 
In  1903,  it  was  again  a  separate  charge  and  proba- 
bly remained  as  such  until  the  1906  Annual  Con- 
ference returned  it  to  the  Ruffin  Circuit  By  Janu- 
ary 1906  the  congregation's  name  was  changed 
from  Ware's  Chapel  to  South  Reidsville;  the  latter 
name  was  retained  until  the  congregation  appar- 
ently disbanded,  probably  in  early  1909. 51 

For  the  years  1895-1906,  the  Quarterly  Confer- 
ence records  of  the  Ruffin  Circuit  are  missing; 
thus  an  important  chaper  in  the  history  of  the  Ruf- 
fin Church  is  incomplete.  By  1902  kerosene  lamps 
were  in  use  in  the  church  building,  though  they 
may  have  been  there  much  earlier.  The  church  pos- 
sessed a  pump  organ  as  early  as  1903  with  Miss 
Lou  Alice  Wharton,  the  daughter  of  Dr.  R.G.  Whar- 
ton, serving  as  an  early  organist  On  August  31, 
1902  Rev.  Wood  assisted  in  the  formation  of  a 
Methodist  class  at  the  Groom's  Schoolhouse,  east 
of  Reidsville  with  ten  charter  members.  Shortly 
thereafter  another  class  was  begun  in  the  Lennox 
Castle  community  near  the  Caswell  County  line 
but  the  class  there  did  not  survive  very  long.52 

Rev.  Henry  Clayton  Byrum  (1875-1948)  was 
appointed  to  succeed  Rev.  Wood  in  1903,  and  dur- 
ing his  one- year  pastorate  plans  were  being  made 
to  proceed  with  the  building  of  a  new  church  at 
Ruffin.  The  1904  Annual  Conference  replaced 
Rev.  Byrum  with  Rev.  J.F.  England  (1840-1915). 
Rev.  England,  whose  ill  health  would  make  Ruffin 
his  last  charge,  arrived  just  as  the  church  building 
project  at  Ruffin  was  launched.  It  would  take  a 
minister  with  great  fortitude  to  guide  a  congrega- 
tion through  an  important  building  project  and 
Rev.  England  was  such  a  man!53 


18 


Ruffin's  Methodist  Heritage  1867-  1989 


THE  SECOND  CHURCH  ERA 
1905-1936 


On  December  23, 1904,  the  trustees  of  the  Ruf- 
fin  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South:  E.C. 
Wright,  Sr.;  Dr.  R.G.  Wharton;  R.T.  Fitzgerald; 
J.  Horace  Carter,  W.T.  Hagood;  and  W.A.  Stacy; 
sold  to  William  J.  Worsham,  J. A.  Gibson,  and 
James  Judson  Worsham  the  1872  sanctuary  and 
grounds  of  the  Ruffin  Church.  The  entire  property 
sold  for  $300.  The  old  sanctuary  was  then  convert- 
ed into  a  corn,  log,  and  roller  mill  and  the  business 
was  known  as  "Worsham  Brothers  and  Gibson." 
By  1908  the  Worsham  brothers  moved  their  busi- 
ness to  a  site  near  Ruffin  on  Wolf  Island  Creek.  J. 
A.  Gibson,  Jr.  acquired  ownership  of  the  old  church 
building  and  continued  the  milling,  operations 
there  for  a  number  of  years  before  selling  the  build- 
ing to  George  T.  Collie,  Sr.,  who  demolished  the 
structure  about  1925.54 

With  the  old  sanctuary  sold,  the  congregation 
held  services  on  the  second  floor  of  the  William  H. 
Wariner  store  building  in  the  village. 

It  is  a  great  misfortune  that  the  vital  records  re- 
lated to  the  building  of  the  Ruffin  Church  in  1905- 
06  have  either  been  lost  or  destroyed.  It  is  not  even 
known  who  was  awarded  the  contract  for  the  con- 
struction of  the  new  sanctuary. 

Gradually  the  news  of  the  new  church  project  at 
Ruffin  was  released  through  virtue  of  the  media. 
The  third  quarterly  meeting  of  the  Ruffin  Circuit 
for  the  year  1905  was  held  at  Ruffin  on  July  8-9. 
Dr.  S.B.  Turrentine,  Presiding  Elder  of  the  Greens- 
boro District,  and  other  speakers  addressed  the 
congregation  promoting  the  building  project  The 
results  of  that  meeting  remain  unknown,  for  the 
Quarterly  Conference  records  of  the  Ruffin  Circuit 
from  1895-1907  are  either  lost  or  destroyed.  Suf- 
fice it  to  say,  there  is  no  doubt  the  project  was 
launched.55 

Certainly  a  lot  of  credit  for  the  success  of  the 
Ruffin  building  project  was  due  to  the  tireless  ef- 
forts of  the  ladies  of  the  congregation  A  local  paper 
remarked  in  August  1905  that. ."The  good  ladies 
of  the  Methodist  church  at  Ruffin  are  very  zealous 
in  their  efforts  to  raise  money  with  which  to  build  a 
new  church  at  that  place.  We  wish  them  abundant 
success  in  their  undertaking."  Through  the  tire- 
less efforts  of  the  ladies,  who  sold  post  cards  and 
aluminum  pin  tray  pictures  of  the  old  church  build- 
ing, and  held  lawn  parties,  the  building  project  was 
on  sound  footing.56 


By  the  fall  of  1905,  if  not  actually  earlier,  the 
trustees  of  the  church  had  decided  upon  the  site 
for  the  new  church  building.  The  new  site  was  actu- 
ally not  a  great  distance  from  the  old  sanctuary 
and  was  still  quite  close  to  the  railroad.  It  was  a 
tract  of  land  located  on  the  east  side  of  the  Ruffin- 
Lawsonville  Road,  just  east  of  the  village  railroad 
crossing  and  the  old  church  The  property  was 
owned  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  A.  Gibson;  apparently  an 
agreement  was  arranged  with  them,  for  the  actual 
groundbreaking  ceremony  took  place  on  Thurs- 
day, October  26,  1905,  three  months  before  the 
actual  purchase  of  the  property  was  made.  It  is 
said  that  Miss  Nannie  Mitchell,  a  longtime  member 
of  the  church,  gave  one  hundred  dollars  with  which 
the  purchase  of  the  property  from  the  Gibsons  was 
made.  On  January  25,  1906  the  trustees  of  the 
Ruffin  Church:  Edgar  C.  Wright  Ernest  L.  Wright 
J.  Horace  Carter,  W.A.  Stacy,  W.T.  Hagood,  R.T. 
Fitzgerald,  and  R.G.  Wharton  finalized  the  pur- 
chase of  the  new  lot  which  adjoined  the  lands  of 
the  Gibsons,  and  Worsham  Bros.  The  lot  was  larger 
than  the  first  church  lot  (roughly  60  x  200  x  80  x 
200  feet)  containing  three  tenths  of  an  acre,  but 
still  a  comparatively  small  lot.  The  size  might  have 
been  due  to  the  fact  that  no  church  cemetery  was 
planned  for  the  forseeable  future.57 

Construction  accelerated  as  the  months  of 
1906  wore  on.  A  beautiful  frame  sanctuary  would 
soon  grace  the  Ruffin  area.  The  local  newspapers 
provide  some  of  the  only  information  known  today 
about  the  construction  project 

June  29, 1906-  The  ladies  of  Ruffin  will  give  a 
lawn  party  on  July  4,  at  five  o'clock  p.m.. Let 
everybody  who  whshes  to  have  a  good  time 
and  close  the  day's  activities  in  a  grand  cli- 
max wind  up  at  Ruffin.  That  Brunswick  Stew, 
ice  cream  and  other  nice  things  will  keep  you 
in  a  good  humor  with  yourself  for  at  least  a 
month.  Do  not  think  for  a  moment  it  will  be  a 
tame  affair  and  the  soup  insipid.  The  Ruffin 
ladies  don't  do  anything  by  halves.  The  pro- 
ceeds go  to  help  finish  the  new  Methodist 
Church  {Reidsville  Review) 
July  3, 1906-  Our  new  ME.  Church  (at  Ruffin) 
will  be  completed  within  the  course  of  a  few 
months.  During  one  of  the  late  storms  it  was 
struck  by  lightning,  but  the  damage  amounted 
to  very  little.  (Review) 
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Ruffin  Methodist  Church 

1906-1936 
Sketch  by  Ann  O.  Rich 
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July  10,  1906-  The  lawn  party  at  Ruffin  (held 
in  the  grove  near  the  church)  held  in  the 
interest  of  the  new  Methodist  church  on  the 
4th  of  July  was  a  decided  success.  The  re- 
ceipts of  the  evening  aggregated  about  $68 
and  the  expense  was  small  owing  to  the  fact 
that  the  good  people  of  Ruffin,  regardless  of 
affiliations,  contributed  generously  chickens, 
butter,  ham,  cakes,  in  fact  everything  except 
the  ice  cream.  It  was  an  ideal  evening  and 
everybody  seemed  to  enjoy  it.  (Review) 
By  the  fall  of  1906  the  frame  sanctuary  was  ad- 
vanced enough  that  services  could  be  held  there. 
A  protracted  meeting  was  held  in  the  new  church 
in  October  1906  and  lasted  for  several  days.  The 
Revs.  S.B.  Turrentine  and  Paul  J.  Carraway,  both 
pillars  in  the  Western  North  Carolina  Conference, 
assisted  in  the  meeting  at  which  offerings  were 
taken  to  aid  in  the  eventual  liquidation  of  the  debt 
upon  the  new  church.58 

The  paying  off  of  the  church  debt  would  be  more 
difficult  than  the  actual  job  of  construction  was. 

The  circuit  was  experiencing  perhaps  its  tough- 
est time  financially  since  the  turn  of  the  century, 
and  the  circuit  membership  was  at  an  all-time  low 
of  318.  Nevertheless,  the  Ruffin  Church  had  ac- 
complished a  great  task  that  few  rural  churches  of 
that  day  were  able  to  do.  The  new  church,  which 
stood  for  three  decades  until  it  was  struck  a  second 
time  by  lightning  and  burned  in  1936,  quickly  be- 
came a  fixture  in  the  Ruffin  community.  In  May 
1907  a  deed  of  trust  was  placed  on  all  the  property 
that  the  church  held  in  order  to  pay  off  other 
debts.59 

As  Rev.  J.F.  England  was  preparing  to  close  his 
ministry  on  the  Ruffin  Circuit,  and  in  fact,  retire 
from  the  active  ministry  altogether  due  to  ill 
health,  he  issued  the  following  report: 

...I  have  succeeded  in  building  a  nice  new 
church  at  Ruffin  at  a  cost  of  about  $2000.00. 
(According  to  records  the  actual  cost  was 
$1937.07.)  At  first  it  seemed  impossible,  there 
were  so  many  difficulties  in  the  way,  but  with  a 
determination  to  succeed  we  went  at  it  with 
gloves  off.  The  good  people  of  Ruffin  with  much 
fear  and  trembling,  slowly  fell  into  line... so  the 
church  is  practically  completed  and  we  are 
happy.  We  held  a  protracted  meeting  in  the  new 
church  beginning  on  the  third  Sunday  in  Octo- 
ber. The  visible  results  of  the  meeting  were 
eleven  additions  on  profession  of  faith.  Your 
humble  servant  had  his  heart  set  on  preaching 


the  first  sermon  in  the  new  church  and  so  I  did, 
from  the  text..  1st  Kings  6: 11-13  ("And  the  word 
of  the  Lord  came  to  Solomon,  saying,  Concern- 
ing this  house  which  thou  art  building,  if  thou 
wilt  walk  in  my  statutes,  and  execute  my  judge- 
ments, and  keep  all  my  commandments  to  walk 
in  them;  then  will  I  perform  my  word  with  thee, 
which  I  spake  unto  David  thy  father  And  I  will 
dwell  among  the  children  of  Israel,  and  will  not 
forsake  my  people  Israel.").  I  am  proud  of  this 
new  church  as  the  crowning  work  of  my  thirty- 
six  years  of  itinerant  life.  It  will  continue  a  bless- 
ing to  the  people  of  Ruffin  long  after  I  have 
passed  out  of  life..."60 

Rev.  England  continued  to  write  that  the  circuit's 
financial  state  was  in  much  need  of  improvement 
and  that  the  pastor's  salary  also  needed  a  respect- 
able increase.  That  desire  became  true,  for  the  sal- 
ary which  amounted  to  only  $318.27  in  1906  was 
primed  so  that  the  churches  paid  out  $485  in  pas- 
tor's salary  in  1907.61 

The  retiring  Rev.  England  was  succeeded  by 
the  Rev.  Benjamin  F.  Fincher  (1856-1930),  an- 
other popular  minister  in  the  Western  North  Caro- 
lina Conference  and  a  recent  widower.  On  the  first 
Sunday  in  December  of  1906  Rev.  Fincher  preach- 
ed his  first  sermon  in  the  new  Ruffin  Church  Rev. 
Fincher  and  his  four  children  moved  into  the  par- 
sonage on  Lawsonville  Avenue  in  Reidsville  and 
quickly  became  popular  throughout  the  circuit 
and  the  community.  As  Rev.  Fincher  arrived,  work 
was  still  continuing  on  the  new  Ruffin  Church  By 
mid-December  1906  the  building's  exterior  was 
being  painted  "...with  cheerful  hearts  and  willing 
hands."  On  Christmas  Day  1906  the  pastor  was 
presented  a  large  box  of  "good  things"  from  the 
Ruffin  Sunday  School.62 

Fortunately  the  records  of  Rev.  Fincher' s  pas- 
torate on  the  Ruffin  Circuit  have  been  preserved, 
and  we  are  able  to  better  determine  the  true  status 
of  the  Ruffin  Church  at  that  time.  At  the  beginning 
of  the  1907  Conference  Year  the  circuit  member- 
ship was  318.  There  were  five  congregations  on  the 
charge:  Ruffin,  Lowe's,  Hickory  Grove,  Penile, 
and  Groom's  Schoolhouse  (the  first  four  having 
sanctuaries  of  their  own).  The  value  of  the  houses 
of  worship  (sanctuaries)  was  estimated  at  $4,000 
with  an  indebtedness  on  them  of  $500  (likely  all  of 
which  was  Ruffin's),  and  the  value  of  the  Reidsville 
parsonage  was  estimated  at  $1200.  With  Sunday 
Schools  at  all  five  preaching  points  and  with  thirty- 
one  officers  and  teachers  the  circuit  Sunday 
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School  membership  numbered  342.  The  1906  An- 
nual Conference  returned  the  Ware's  Chapel 
Church  in  Reidsville  to  the  Ruffin  Circuit  Now 
known  as  South  Reidsville,  due  no  doubt  to  the 
leader  of  the  congregation  "defecting"  to  the  Holi- 
ness movement,  the  congregation  was  in  its  waning 
days  and  within  a  couple  of  years  would  disband.63 

During  his  first  year  on  Ruffin  Circuit  Rev.  Fin- 
cher,  a  widower,  married  Miss  Dovie  Patterson  of 
Alexander  County,  N.C.  In  April  1907  the  Greens- 
boro District  Missionary  Institute  was  held  in  the 
Ruffin  Church,  perhaps  in  an  effort  to  encourage 
interest  in  mission  work  which  was  never  a  popular 
subject  in  the  Ruffin  area.  Nevertheless,  the  insti- 
tute and  the  subsequent  services  the  following  day 
netted  $130  in  collections  for  mission  work64 

Little  is  known  about  the  activities  of  the  Ruffin 
Church  during  1908,  but  the  records  indicate  that 
much  activity  was  directed  toward  the  liquidation  of 
the  church  building  debt  At  the  January  11,  1908 
Circuit  Quarterly  Conference,  held  at  Lowe's 
Church,  the  conference  recommended  that  an  ap- 
plication for  funding  toward  the  Ruffin  debt  be 
made  to  the  General  Board  of  Church  Extension. 
What  resulted  from  this  decision  is  not  known,  for 
thirteen  months  later  the  quarterly  conference 
again  granted  the  trustees  of  the  Ruffin  Church 
permission  to  apply  to  the  Board  of  Church  Exten- 
sion for  a  donation  toward  the  debt  An  application 
for  $150  was  supposedly  made.  The  Board  of 
Church  Extension  was  an  important  facet  of  the 
Methodist  Church,  which  encouraged  not  only  the 
formation  of  new  churches  but  more  importantly, 
rendered  aid  to  existing  churches  in  need.  Unfor- 
tunately the  Board  of  Church  Extension  and  many 
of  its  principles  are  things  of  the  past  in  the  pre- 
sent United  Methodist  Church. 

The  1908  Annual  Conference  reassigned  the 
capable  Rev.  Fincher  and  he  was  succeeded  by  the 
Rev.  James  P.  Hornbuckle,  Sr.  (1878-1948).  A 
native  of  nearby  Caswell  County  and  a  Mason,  this 
young  pastor  quickly  became  popular  with  the 
people  of  the  Ruffin  Charge  and  his  labors  there 
were  blessed.  In  July  1909  the  Greensboro  District 
Missionary  Conference  was  held  again  at  Ruffin; 
and  on  Sunday,  July  18, 1909,  the  Rev.  William  R. 
Ware,  Presiding  Elder  of  the  Greensboro  District 
dedicated  the  new  Ruffin  Church,  The  congrega- 
tion, despite  financial  strains  and  the  usual  pitfalls 
suffered  by  similar  charges,  had  now  come  upon  "... 
the  realization  of  their  (most)  cherished  plans."65 

In  November  1909  the  Circuit  Quarterly  Con- 


ference appointed  a  new  Board  of  Stewards  con- 
sisting of  the  following: 

N.H.  Ferguson  C.C.  Roberts 

W.S.  McCain  J.V.  Apple 

C.T  Weatherford       J.  P.  Young 
J.T  Matkins  B.F.  Haizlip 

GT.  Davis  W.T  Haggood 

J.C.  Turner  R.F.  Fitzgerald 

M.D.  Holderby66 
During  these  years  there  were  no  organized  Ep- 
worth  Leagues  or  Woman's  Societies  in  any  of  the 
churches  on  the  circuit  according  to  the  surviving 
records.  This  absence,  especially  of  the  former 
group,  greatly  disturbed  the  pastors  throughout 
the  early  years  of  this  century  who  felt  that  the 
Epworth  Leagues  were  vital  for  potential  church 
leadership. 

Christmas,  as  in  other  churches  and  communi- 
ties, was  always  a  popular  time  in  the  Ruffin  Church 
and  community.  A  local  paper  reported  on  the  fes- 
tivities of  the  holidays  in  the  Ruffin  community  in 
1909: 

Christmas  has  once  more  invaded  our  town 
with  its  usual  good  cheer.  The  Christmas  tree 
given  at  the  M.  E.  Church  was  very  successful 
and  many  persons,  especially  the  children,  were 
made  to  feel  that  Old  Santa  was  still  among  the 
living.  One  gentleman  present  received  seven 
neckties,  much  to  the  chagrin  of  other  open 
mouth  expectants.  Mr.  T.C.  Chandler  received 
a  very  valuable  present,  but  as  he  didn't  open  it 
we  have  not  been  able  to  learn  what  it  contained. 
Prof.  Hickerson  (local  teacher  and  County 
School  Superintendent)  and  J.H.  Carter  were 
also  remembered  by  Santa  with  gifts  that  forci- 
bly called  back  their  childhood  days.  The  little 
curly-headed  (depot)  operator  was  sadly  disap- 
pointed that  he  didn't  get  a  tin  horn  or  even  a 
firecracker.  The  express  agent  says  Christmas 
is  the  time  for  eating  and  drinking,  but  is  inclined 
to  think  some  drink  more  than  they  eat6' 
In  the  spring  of  1910,  a  Laymen's  Missionary 
Meeting  was  held  at  Ruffin  Church  in  a  continuing 
effort  to  develop  a  missionary  consciousness 
among  the  provincial  parishoners. 

Rev.  Hornbuckle's  pastorate  on  the  Ruffin  Cir- 
cuit was  marred  by  the  death  of  his  wife  from  con- 
sumption in  July  1910.  While  living  in  Reidsville 
Rev.  Hornbuckle  met  Miss  Lula  Pettigrew,  a  mem- 
ber of  one  of  Reidsville's  most  respected  families. 
Within  two  years  after  his  departure  from  the  Ruf- 
fin Circuit,  the  pastor  and  Miss  Pettigrew  married; 
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their  son,  Rev.  J. P.  Hornbuckle,  Jr.,  became  in  later 
years  a  distinguished  member  of  the  Western 
North  Carolina  Conference,  following  in  his  father's 
footsteps.68 

The  1910  Annual  Conference  sent  the  Rev.  C. 
H  Caviness  to  pastor  the  Ruffin  Circuit  Little  is 
known  about  Rev.  Caviness  and  his  pastorate  at 
Ruffin.  Shortly  after  arriving  on  his  new  charge  he 
reported  that:  "Our  houses  of  worship  are  in  very 
good  condition.  Our  church  at  Ruffin  is  new  and 
attractive.  Our  church  at  Lowe's  is  commodious, 
some  repairs  (there)  are  needed  on  the  church.  A 
new  church  is  needed  at  Penile."  In  April  1911  the 
circuit  membership  stood  at  486  with  the  four 
churches:  Ruffin,  Lowe's,  Penile,  and  Hickory 
Grove  and  the  one  society  at  Groom's  School- 
house.  In  all  Rev.  Caviness  added  ten  members  to 
the  roll  at  Ruffin  Church  during  the  first  and  only 
year  there:  Mrs.  Cora  F.  Worsley,  Bessie  Travis, 
Mariah  Lee,  Christopher  J.  Wariner,  William 
Henry  Wariner,  Narcissus  Wariner,  Bessie  Fitz- 
gerald, Mrs.  Ada  Morris,  Mrs.  Martha  Lou  Roberts, 
and  Mrs.  Carrie  Wariner.69 

In  1911  the  Annual  Conference  appointed  Rev. 
Bascom  Arlendo  York  (1858-1959)  to  serve  the 
circuit  York  came  from  a  distinguished  Methodist 
background  as  his  father  was  the  Rev.  Brantley 
York,  one  of  the  great  leaders  in  North  Carolina 
Methodism  and  education.  Rev.  Bascom  A.  York 
had  been  in  the  traveling  ministry  for  many  years 
and  was  well  respected  throughout  the  confer- 
ence.70 

It  is  unfortunate  that  the  quarterly  conference 
records  for  the  circuit  are  missing  for  the  years 
1912-1944.  The  membership  roll  books  are  fairly 
complete  for  this  period,  though  their  wealth  of  in- 
formation is  of  course  limited. 

Ruffin  Church  was  now  following  a  steady  course 
of  development  under  the  leadership  of  such  pas- 
tors as  Rev.  York  and  Rev.  LP.  Bogle,  who  suc- 
ceeded York  as  pastor  at  the  1912  Annual  Confer- 
ence. More  attention  was  placed  upon  the  condition 
of  the  circuit  church  buildings  as  well  as  the  par- 
sonage in  Reidsville.  As  early  as  1911,  the  five-year 
old  Ruffin  sanctuary  was  having  to  be  repainted 
and  again  in  early  1917.  During  the  pastorate  of 
Rev.  York  (1911-1912),  there  were  six  preaching 
points  on  the  Ruffin  Circuit:  Ruffin,  Lowe's,  Hick- 
ory Grove,  Penile,  Groom's  Schoolhouse,  and  the 
Slades'  class  meeting,  located  several  miles  east  of 
Reidsville,  near  Lennox  Castle.  Annual  Conference 
in  1 9 1 4  pulled  the  Lowe' s  Church  from  the  Ruffin 


Circuit  and  placed  it  on  the  Wentworth  Circuit  In 
like  manner,  the  Mt  Carmel  Church  was  rotated 
off  the  Wentworth  Circuit  and  assumed  Lowe's 
place  on  the  Ruffin  Circuit  While  the  reasons  be- 
hind the  realignment  are  not  entirely  clear,  such  a 
change  would  make  the  move  of  the  Ruffin  Circuit 
parsonage  from  Reidsville  to  Ruffin  much  more 
logical.  This  change  in  parsonage  location  was 
obviously  in  the  minds  of  the  Ruffin  people  for 
some  time  prior  to  1914.  Whatever  the  case,  the 
Mt.  Carmel  Church  was  not  at  all  happy  with  the 
circuit  realignment  and  practically  demanded  to 
be  returned  to  the  Wentworth  Circuit  Conference 
relented  and  at  its  1915  session,  meeting  in  Reids- 
ville, Mt  Carmel  was  returned  to  the  Wentworth 
Circuit  but  Lowe's  was  allowed  to  remain  on  the 
Wentworth  Circuit  as  welL71 

Other  changes  took  place  during  this  time  period 
The  circuit  membership,  which  stood  at  590  in 
1915  was  down  to  323  by  1916.  Likewise  the  pas- 
tor's salary  which  was  $900  in  1913  was  down 
to  $525  by  1916.The  Groome's  and  Slade's  con- 
gregation had  since  disbanded  and  the  Penile 
Church  had  weakened  to  such  a  degree  that  by 
1918-19  it  too,  had  fallen  by  the  wayside.  Ruffin 
and  Hickory  Grove  now  formed  the  nucleus  of  the 
Ruffin  Circuit  with  Hickory  Grove  moving  close  to 
probable  extinction  due  to  a  decrease  in  member- 
ship there.  By  1916  a  preaching  point  was  estab- 
lished at  Sadler,  a  point  on  the  railroad  between 
Ruffin  and  Reidsville,  but  it  lasted  only  a  couple  of 
years.  The  struggling  situation  of  the  Ruffin  Circuit 
would  not  be  abated  until  the  strong  Pelham 
Church  was  once  more  reunited  with  the  Ruffin 
Circuit  in  1919 — but  more  on  this  later.72 

Let  us  backtrack  to  the  point  prior  to  this  latest 
diversion.  With  the  appointment  of  the  Rev.  L.P. 
Bogle  to  the  Ruffin  Circuit  in  1912,  the  Ruffin 
Circuit  was  fortunate  to  have  the  services  of  a 
hardworking  pastor.  While  the  records  of  this  time 
in  Ruffin  Church's  history  seem  to  be  non-existant 
through  the  virtue  of  the  media  and  the  recollec- 
tions of  some  of  the  oldest  living  friends  of  Ruffin 
Church,  we  are  able  to  get  a  limited,  but  nonethe- 
less priceless,  picture. 

Mrs.  Janie  Lewis  Price,  of  Reidsville,  is  the 
daughter  of  Mr.  W.T  Lewis,  who  was  an  active 
member  of  the  Ruffin  Church  until  his  death  in 
1900.  Mrs.  Price  has  an  excellent  memory  of  her 
childhood  days  in  Ruffin  and  fondly  remembers 
the  "sweet  old  church  at  Ruffin"  which  she  joined 
in  October  1906: 
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After  the  death  of  my  father  in  1900,  Mr.  M. 
D.  Holderby,  who  was  school  superintendent  at 
Ruffin  Church  for  many  years,  married  my 
mother.  I  taught  the  primary  class  in  the  Sunday 
school  for  awhile  as  well  as  substituting  as  or- 
ganist when  Miss  Lou  Alice  Wharton,  sister  to 
Dr.  Charlie  Wharton  and  for  several  years  church 

organist,  was  either  sick  or  away,  I  had  taken 
music  lessons  from  Mrs.  Oscar  Vernon  Hicks, 
who  was  the  wife  of  the  principal  at  the  Ruffin 
State  High  SchooL  Mrs.  Hicks  was  a  most  re- 
fined person  of  quality  and  very  learned  in  music. 
For  some  years  we  even  had  a  quartet  at  Ruffin 
Church  composed  of  Miss  Kathleen  Gibson, 
alto;  myself,  soprano;  Sam  Wright,  tenor  and 
Raymond  Wrenn,  bass.  Kathleen  Gibson  also 
served  as  organist  on  occasion  and  was  perhaps 
my  closest  friend.  I  was  to  marry  Mr.  R.D.  Price, 
who  was  Kathleen's  uncle.  I  miss  that  old 
church  and  all  the  people  there  who  have  since 
passed  oa73 

Rev.  Bogle  was  responsible  for  an  increase  in 
activity  at  Ruffin  Church  during  his  pastorate. 
From  April  18-20,  1913,  a  "Methodist  Church 
Conference"  was  held  at  Ruffin  Church  for  mem- 
bers from  all  the  churches  in  the  county.  Lectures 
on  Sunday  School  work,  Woman's  Missionary  So- 
ciety, revivals,  education,  and  church  finances 
were  given  by  many  well-known  authorities  of  the 
local  area  Such  meetings  were  also  geared  to  re- 
vive Ruffin's  wavering  support  of  mission  work  In 
November  of  1913  another  similar  meeting  was 
held  at  Ruffin  complete  with  "dinner  on  the 
ground."74 

Another  part  of  Ruffin  Church's  past  which  re- 
mains largely  unknown  concerns  her  ladies'  aid 
societies  and  successor  groups.  As  late  as  the  early 
1900  s  there  was  no  officially  formed  society  for 
women  on  the  Ruffin  Circuit  By  1914,  however,  a 
ladies'  aid  society  had  been  formed  at  Ruffin 
Church  with  Mrs.  J.A.  Gibson,  president  The  pri- 
mary duties  of  the  ladies'  aid  was  to,  among  others, 
raise  funds  for  the  parsonage  maintenance  and 
church  upkeep.  By  1916  Mrs.  L.P.  Bogle,  wife  of 
the  pastor,  was  president  of  the  Ruffin  Ladies'  Aid 
Society  and  in  April  of  that  year  the  group  sponsor- 
ed a  "Mystic  Tea"  at  the  Ruffin  School  in  the 
efforts  to  raise  funds  with  which  to  purchase  a  new 
organ  for  the  church.75 


PARSONAGE  AT  RUFFIN 
BECOMES  A  REALITY 

By  1914  the  Ruffin  Circuit  was  ready  to  proceed 
with  its  plans  to  build  a  new  parsonage-  this  time 
in  Ruffin.  Recent  circuit  realignments  had  made 
Ruffin  a  more  central  location  for  the  residence  of 
the  pastor  and  his  family.  In  July  1905  the  church 
trustees  had  purchased  from  the  family  of  J.S. 
Johnston  a  lot  in  Ruffin  on  the  east  side  of  the  rail- 
road tracks  for  $100.  The  lot  was  described  as 
follows: 

...adjoining  the  lands  of  J.A.  Gibson,  J.A.  Ben- 
ton and  others...  Beginning  at  a  post  oak  tree  on 
the  east  side  of  the  Danville  and  Reidsville  Road, 
near  the  Section  House  of  the  Railroad  Compa- 
ny, thence  easterly  with  J.A.  Benton's  line  200 
feet  to  a  stone  in  the  Lawsonville  and  Ruffin 
Road,  thence  south  with  said  road  219  feet  to 
where  the  said  road  crosses  the  road  leading 
from  Rockingham  to  Caswell  County,  by  way  of 
Ruffin,  thence  westerly  with  the  last  named 
road  222  feet  to  a  stone  in  the  same,  thence  with 
the  first  named  road  219  feet  to  the  beginning.76 

It  must  be  remembered  that  the  lot  itself  was 
owned  by  the  Ruffin  Church — not  the  circuit  In 
March  1915,  the  Ruffin  Circuit  trustees  sold  to 
Mr.  J.W.  Fagg  the  parsonage  on  Lawsonville  Ave- 
nue in  Reidsville.  The  house  was  eventually  demol- 
ished. On  February  6, 1915  the  following  contract 
was  drawn  up  by  members  of  the  Ruffin  Church: 
This  contract  made  the  day  and  year  written 
below  between  the  undersigned  E.C.  Wright 
party  of  the  first  part  and  M.D.  Holderby,  B.L. 
Blackwell,  and  E.L.  Wright  Witnesseth:  That 
for  and  in  consideration  of  the  sum  of  $1300.00 
the  party  of  the  first  part  agrees  to  erect  a  par- 
sonage at  Ruffin  for  the  Ruffin  Circuit  according 
to  the  plans  and  specifications  herein  stated 
as  follows: 

A  good  six  room  house  according  to  plans 
gotten  up  by  A.D.  Calhoun  House  to  be  of  good 
materials,  placed  on  brick  pillars,  to  have  two 
brick  chimneys,  two  mantles,  two  grates,  two 
cement  hearths,  two  cement  jams,  flue  eyes  for 
two  stoves  and  stem  for  a  cook  stove.  Building 
to  be  covered  with  no.  12  tin  and  said  tin  to  be 
painted.  The  cook  room  is  to  be  ceiled  as  all 
rooms  are  to  be  ceiled  overhead.  The  side  walls 
are  to  be  plastered,  wood  work  inside  to  be 
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stained  and  varnished  and  the  entire  building 
to  be  painted  outside  with  two  coats  of  good 
paint —  except  the  floors.  The  porch  floors  to 
have  one  coat  of  paint.  Windows  are  to  be  hung 
on  weights. 

Stable  to  be  built  out  of  left  over  lumber  to 
have  stalls  and  feed  room.  Clean  out  well  and  fit 
it  for  use.  To  be  built  on  Church  lot.  Clean  out 
and  put  Mrs.  Johnston' s  well  in  shape  for  use  by 
her  permission. 


Signed:  E.C.  Wright 
February  6,  1915 


M.D.  Holderby 
B.L.  Blackwell 
E.L.  Wright77 


Old  Ruffin  Parsonage  built  1915. 

Construction  on  the  modern  six-room  parson- 
age was  completed  in  June  1915.  Rev.  Bogle, 
whose  family  up  to  that  time  was  living  in  the  old 
Warmer  home  on  the  Worsham  Mill  Road,  later 
wrote  of  one  of  his  first  experiences  after  moving 
into  the  new  home: 

On  last  Saturday  (in  July  1915),  a  two  horse 
wagon  load  of  provisions,  consisting  of  wheat, 
corn,  potatoes,  chickens,  sugar,  coffee,  etc.,  etc. 
was  unloaded  at  the  Methodist  parsonage  here, 
the  sum  total  amounting  to  upwards  of  forty 
dollars.  This  "pounding"  came  from  the  Hickory 
Grove  congregation  of  Ruffin  Circuit.  Rev.  and 
Mrs.  L.P.  Bogle  desired  to  express  their  sincere 
appreciation.78 


During  the  next  forty-odd  years  the  frame  par- 
sonage at  Ruffin  was  the  home  of  the  pastor's 
family. 

Efforts  were  continually  made  to  increase  the 
interest  of  the  Ruffin  Church  in  mission  work  In 
March  1916  Rev.  Bogle  organized  and  held  a  Mis- 
sionary Institute  at  the  Ruffin  Church  Participating 
in  this  noble  effort  were  Revs.  F.L  Townsend,  of  the 
Wentworth  Circuit;  W.A  Lambeth,  of  Reidsville's 
Main  Street  Church;  Frank  Siler,  Conference  Mis- 
sionary Secretary,  and  J.F.  Armstrong,  one-time  pas- 
tor of  the  Spray  Church  At  this  conference  Miss 
Annice  Siler  spoke  on  her  experiences  in  Hiroshima, 
Japan  and  Miss  Tung  We  Zung,  a  Japanese  woman 
attending  Greensboro  College,  also  addressed  the 
packed  sanctuary.79 

During  Rev.  Bogle's  last  year  on  the  Ruffin  Cir- 
cuit, 1916,  the  following  was  the  monthly  circuit 
worship  schedule: 

First  Sunday-    1 1  am  at  Hickory  Grove 
Second  Sunday-1 1  am  at  Ruffin 
3  pm  at  Penile 
Third  Sunday-   1 1  am  at  Hickory  Grove 
Fourth  Sunday-  11  am  at  Ruffin 
3  pm  at  Sadler80 
By  July  1916  Rev.  Bogle  was  also  preaching  at 
the  Sylvan  Schoolhouse  in  the  Mayfield  communi- 
ty, near  Ruffin,  but  could  organize  no  church  there. 

The  Annual  Conference  of  1916  sent  the  Rev. 
Walter  M.  Smith  (1886-1944)  to  pastor  the  Ruffin 
Circuit  for  the  year  1917.  An  earnest  and  consci- 
entious pastor,  Smith  arrived  in  the  community  as 
the  nation  was  heading  toward  war.  In  spite  of  the 
dark  national  situation,  the  Ruffin  Church  contin- 
ued to  remain  active.  In  February  1917  plans  were 
made  to  place  "new  pews"  inside  the  sanctuary  and 
to  paint  the  exterior.  The  Ladies  Aid  continued  to 
remain  active  under  the  leadership  of  Mrs.  W.H 
Baker,  President,  and  Mrs.  T.W.  Stokes,  Vice- 
President  In  May  1917  Rev.  Smith  married  Pearl 
Lyon  and  to  this  union  was  born,  in  1918,  a  daugh- 
ter Annette  Lyon  Smith.  One  of  the  first  observ- 
ances of  Mother's  Day  at  Ruffin  Church  was  in 
May  1918,  at  which  time  "Rev.  Mr.  Smith  preached 
a  splendid  and  appropriate  sermon  to  a  good  audi- 
ence and  a  solo,  'Mother  Mine,'  rendered  by  Miss 
Janie  Lewis  was  enjoyed  and  appreciated."81 

The  Rev.  W.C.  Jones  was  appointed  by  the 
1918  Annual  Conference  to  pastor  the  circuit  for 
the  year  1919.  Little  is  known  about  Rev.  Jones 
and  his  pastorate  at  Ruffin.  We  must  rely  upon  the 
local  newspapers  for  information  here.  The  Feb- 
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ruary  28,  1919  edition  of  the  Reidsville  Review 
reported  the  latest  news  from  the  Ruffin  Church: 
A  memorial  service  was  held  in  the  (Ruffin) 
M.E.  Church  last  Sunday  A.M.  in  honor  of  Ruf- 
fin's boys  who  entered  the  service,  at  which 
time  a  lovely  service  flag  consisting  of  33  stars, 
including  a  gold  one,  was  raised.  Lawyer  J.M. 
Sharp  of  Reidsville  and  Supt  of  Sunday  School 
M.D.  Holderby  made  short  but  appropriate  ad- 
dresses in  which  beautiful  tributes  were  paid  to 
our  fallen  hero,  Aymard  Harrelson...The  Ladies 
Aid  Society  will  on  Saturday  evening,  March  1, 
serve  a  hot  supper  at  the  parsonage.  Public  in- 
vited 

This  impressive  service  was  followed  by  another 
one  the  following  June: 

On  Friday  night,  June  20  th,  the  two  Young 
People's  Bible  Classes  of  the  Methodist  Sunday 
School  will  give  a  reception  to  the  returned 
soldiers  and  sailors.  All  men  who  have  been  in 
service  and  who  have  stars  on  our  service  flag 
are  cordially  invited  to  attend.  Also  all  the  young 
people  of  the  community  above  15  yrs.  of  age. 
On  Sunday  night,  June  22  nd,  there  will  be  a 
praise  service  in  honor  of  the  returned  soldiers 
and  sailors.  It  is  especially  desired  that  they  be 
present  on  this  occasion  We  have  cause  for 
heartfelt  thanksgiving  that  so  many  of  our  men 
have  returned  and  are  returning.82 
Rev.  Jones  was  quite  ill  during  the  spring  of 
1919  and  required  hospitalization.  Yet,  he  recov- 
ered and  completed  his  first  and  only  year  on  the 
Ruffin  Circuit  During  his  pastorate  twenty-four 
members  were  added  to  rolls  at  Ruffin  Church 
alone.83 

The  Rev.  Doctor  Perry  Waters  (1870-1950)  ar- 
rived in  late  1919  to  succeed  Rev.  Jones  as  pastor. 
Again,  very  little  is  known  about  Rev.  Waters'  one 
year  as  pastor  of  the  Ruffin  Circuit  At  the  1919 
Annual  Conference,  the  Pelham  Church,  which  re- 
mained in  the  North  Carolina  Conference  when 
the  Western  North  Carolina  Conference  was  carved 
from  it  in  1890,  was  returned  and  reunited  with 
the  Ruffin  Circuit  The  reasons  behind  the  removal 
of  Pelham  from  the  North  Carolina  Conference  in 
1 9 1 9  is  not  clear,  but  it  was  clearly  beneficial  to  the 
Ruffin  Circuit  which  needed  the  extra  financial 
support  Consequently,  the  circuit  membership 
which  stood  at  224  in  1919  was  310  in  1920,  and 
the  circuit  was  now  composed  of  Ruffin,  Pelham, 
Hickory  Grove,  and  the  small  preaching  point  at 
Sadler,  which  eventually  died  out  The  circuit 


Sunday  School  superintendents  in  1920  were 
Ruffin,  M.D.  Holderby,  Pelham,  Ben  R.  Fitzgerald; 
Hickory  Grove,  W.E.  Hanks;  and  at  Sadler,  James 
Bowman84 

Better  days  for  the  Ruffin  Circuit  were  in  store 
with  the  appointment  of  the  Rev.  Henry  Francis 
Starr  (1856-1946).  Prior  to  his  entry  as  a  pastor 
into  the  Western  North  Carolina  Conference,  Starr 
had  been  a  farmer  and  building  contractor.  He  was 
born  in  the  Mt  Hope  Church  community,  the  Dutch 
Reformed  settlement  east  of  Greensboro.  Rev. 
Starr  was  married  twice  in  life:  first  to  Annie 
Young;  and  after  her  death,  to  Clara  Pace,  a  widow 
who  was  with  him  during  his  entire  ministry.  Dur- 
ing his  ministry,  Rev.  Starr  also  pastored  churches 
in  Albemarle  and  Salisbury.  Though  he  was  a  local 
pastor  of  the  conference,  Rev.  Starr  was  the  very 
answer  to  the  needs  of  the  Ruffin  Circuit;  and  his 
job  upon  arrival  there  was  no  small  task  He  found 
all  of  his  church  buildings,  including  the  parsonage, 
in  need  of  repair.  The  Hickory  Grove  Church,  for 
many  years  bordering  upon  extinction,  was  im- 
mensely revived  by  the  actions  of  this  most  humble 
and  dedicated  servant  of  God.  During  his  four- year 
pastorate  (1920-24)  some  forty  members  were 
added  to  the  rolls  at  Ruffin  Church,  nearly  fifty 
were  added  at  Pelham,  and  at  least  fifty  were 
added  at  Hickory  Grove.  Such  success  could  have 
been  only  divinely  blessed  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Starr 
arrived  in  Ruffin  in  mid- fall  of  1920  and  were  met 
at  the  parsonage,  "given  a  cordial  reception  by 
members  of  the  aid  society  and  other  ladies,  and 
then  followed  a  'severe  pounding'."  The  concept 
of  the  pounding  was  quite  ancient  and  popular  in 
the  churches  of  long  ago  in  which  the  minister  would 
be  presented  with  a  gift  of  usually  money  and  was 
thus  therefore  "pounded"  It  was  a  practice  in  the 
church  that  is  seldom  used  today.85 

Upon  the  completion  of  his  first  few  weeks  on 
the  Ruffin  Circuit  Rev.  Starr  made  the  following 
report: 

We  have  made  our  first  round  (of  preaching), 
beginning  at  Pelham  on  the  first  Sunday  in  this 
month  (November)  at  1 1  AM  and  Hickory  Grove 
beginning  at  Pelham  on  the  first  Sunday  in  this 
month  (November)  at  11  AM  and  Hickory 
Grove  at  3  PM  and  the  second  Sunday  at  Ruf- 
fin at  11  AM  and  Sadler  Schoolhouse  at  3  PM 
and  Ruffin  at  7  PM.  Had  a  good  attendance  at 
all  the  services.  The  people  of  Ruffin  know  how 
to  make  a  pastor  feel  at  home  with  them.  We 
reached  Ruffin  on  Friday  November  5  and 
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found  the  parsonage  in  readiness  and  a  good 
dinner  prepared  by  some  of  the  good  ladies,  and 
the  pantry,  filled  with  enough  for  many  more  and 
still  we  are  being  reminded  of  their  kindness  and 
thoughtfulness.  May  God  bless  all  the  people 
abundantly  as  they  have  so  abundantly  remem- 
bered us.  We  extend  our  heartfelt  thanks  to  all 
who  have  remembered  us.  We  hope  to  have  a 
prosperous  year  on  Ruffin  Charge.86 
As  mentioned  before,  the  parsonage  as  well  as 
the  church  at  Ruffin  were  both  in  need  of  repair 
and  improvement  During  the  first  half  of  1921 
much  of  the  needed  work  was  done.  B.H.  Calhoun 
and  Ernest  Wright  were  contracted  to  paint  both 
the  Ruffin  Church  and  the  parsonage.  The  records 
of  this  project  survive  today  and  are  of  great  inter- 


In  January  1923  the  Rev.  Mr.  Starr  made  the 
following  report  regarding  Ruffin  Circuit 

While  the  good  people  of  Ruffin  Charge  have 
not  given  their  pastor  an  old  fashion  pounding 
as  "many  other  charges  have  been  doing  since 
(annual)  conference,  they  are  still  mindful  of 
their  pastor  and  his  better  half  and  from  day  to 
day  bring  in  something  nice  and  good  for  the 
pantry  and  table.  The  pounding  at  Ruffin  lasts 
all  the  year  and  keeps  the  hearts  of  the  inmates 
of  the  parsonage  glad  and  thankful  all  the  time... 
May  this,  our  third  year,  be  the  best  of  the  three 
for  this  charge.88 

Rev.  Starr's  successful  pastorate  on  the  Ruffin 
Circuit  ended  with  the  1924  Annual  Conference. 
He  eventually  retired  to  Pleasant  Garden,  N.C., 


est  if  not  for  any  other  reason  than  the  compara- 
tively low  prices  associated  with  it  In  May  1921 
the  painters  were  paid  in  full  and  the  total  charge 
for  their  labors  was  $187.  Other  expenses  were 
paid  as  follows: 

F.S.  Williams  for  erecting  the  concrete 

steps  and  walk  to  the  Ruffin  Church  $45.00 
J.M.  Crowder  for  hauling  sand  and  stone  $  18.00 
One  roll  of  roofing  $  2.50 

Freight  charge  for  cement  $  2.38 

W.P.  Ware  for  cement  $45.82 
Towsend  Buggy  Company  for  roof  paint  $40.75 
W.P.  Ware  for  paint  and  oil  $82.40 
Even  more  interesting  is  the  accompanying  list 
of  persons  who  contributed  to  the  projects  at  the 
parsonage  and  the  Ruffin  Church: 


$  2.00 
$  1.00 
$10.00 
$  1.00 
$  5.00 
$  3.50 
$  5.00 
$  2.00 
$  5.00 
$  .75 
$  1.00 
$  1.00 


where  he  was  an  active  member  of  the  Methodist 
Church  there.  He  died  in  1946  at  age  ninety.89 

The  1924  Annual  Conference  appointed  the 
Rev.  Joseph  H  Brendall,  Sr.  (1863-1941)  to  the 
Ruffin  Circuit  Brendall  was  a  respected  member 
of  the  conference  for  many  years,  as  well  as  a  grad- 
uate of  Hiawasse  College  and  the  University  of  In- 
diana, from  which  he  received  his  Ph.D.  Two  of  his 
sons  became  leading  members  of  the  Western 
North  Carolina  Conference.90 

The  Rev.  George  Washington  Williams  (1883- 
1954)  succeeded  Rev.  Brendall  after  the  1926  an- 
nual conference.  Williams  was  a  native  of  Rocking- 
ham County,  born  southwest  of  Wentworth  to  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  George  W.  Williams  on  January  8, 1883. 
He  was  a  graduate  of  Oak  Ridge  Military  Institute 


Contributors  to  the  improvements  at  Ruffin  Church  1921 


B.L.  Blackwell 

$25.00 

H.L.  Griffith 

$ 

5.00 

W.J.  Hooker 

J.W.  Chandler 

$25.00 

W.G.  Hagood 

$10.00 

Mrs.  Griffith 

W.H.  Wariner 

$25.00 

J.J.  Hooker 

$ 

5.00 

J.J.  Worsham 

Dr.  C.R.  Wharton 

$25.00 

L.L.  Harrelson 

$ 

5.00 

F.A.  Ferrell 

E.C.  Wright 

$25.00 

B.  Holderby 

$ 

5.00 

E.G.  Strader 

E.L.  Wright 

$25.00 

Joe  Wright 

$ 

5.00 

Tom  Chandler 

Benton  Stacy 

$25.00 

Howard  Hooker 

$ 

5.00 

Mrs.  C.F.  Worsley 

T.W.  Stokes 

$20.00 

C.W.  Morris 

$ 

5.00 

Mrs.  J.H  Carter 

J.H.  Carter 

$10.00 

W.J.  Worsham 

$25.00 

C.J.  Warriner 

F.M.  Alcorn 

$10.00 

Dr.  P.B.  Stokes 

$ 

5.00 

Carter  children 

Clyde  Worsham 

$  5.00 

Will  Saunders 

$ 

1.00 

Mrs.  Tom  Fitzgerald 

Miss  Mullins 

$  5.00 

Prof.  Ingram 

$ 

4.50 

Mrs.  Mobley 

Ladies  Aid  Soceity 

$50.00 

William  Worsham 

$ 

5.00 

E.M.  Harville 

$  2.00 

Ladies  Aid  Society  from  play  at  the  Ruffin  Schoolhouse  $14.36 

The  Pelham  Church  contributed  $125.00  toward  the  painting  of  the  parsonage. 
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(1905);  six  years  later  entered  the  Western  North 
Carolina  Conference  of  the  M.E.  Church,  South 
and  served  in  the  active  ministry  for  forty- one 
years.  Rev.  Williams'  daughter,  Mrs.  George  W. 
Chandler  of  Winston- Salem,  wrote  the  following 
regarding  her  parents. 

My  father  and  mother  were  childhood  sweet- 
hearts. They  lived  on  adjoining  farms  in  Rock- 
ingham County.  They  were  the  perfect  minister 
and  wife.  They  took  in  everything  that  went  on 
in  the  communities  in  which  we  lived.  My  moth- 
er is  remembered  for  her  ability  to  spelL  She  was 
never  seated  (Their  son,  David  Vance  Price 
Williams,  an  internationally  known  pioneer  in 
nuclear  physics)  helped  to  split  the  atom  at  23 
years  (of  age,  in  1945). 91 


Mrs.  G.  W.  Williams,  Pastor's  wife  who  was  in- 
strumental in  reviving  the  Ruffin  Women's  Mis- 
sionary Society  in  the  1 920s. 

Mrs.  George  W.  Williams  (1883-1972)  was  the 
former  Minnie  Hudson  Williams,  whom  Rev.  Will- 
iams married  in  1905,  and  she  proved  to  be  a  most 
dedicated  helpmate  to  her  husband  Mrs.  Williams 
is  credited  with  the  organization  of  the  Ruffin 
Ladies  Aid  Society  into  the  Woman's  Missionary 
Society  in  accordance  with  the  prevailing  trend 
within  the  conference.  She  greatly  aided  in  the  ef- 
forts of  the  Woman's  Society,  which  included  spon- 
soring a  Halloween  Party  at  the  Ruffin  Athletic 
Hall  (then  located  over  J.  Benton  Stacy's  store)  in 
1927.  The  party,  which  included  a  profusion  of 
games  and  food,  netted  over  $60  in  proceeds.92 


The  1927  Annual  Conference  appointed  the 
Rev.  Ivon  L.  Roberts  to  serve  the  Ruffin  Circuit  for 
the  year  1928.  Rev.  Roberts  was  appointed  to  the 
circuit  as  a  student  supply,  having  just  graduated 
from  Duke  University  (1926)  and  now  attending  its 
Divinity  School.  Rev.  Roberts  (1898-1969)  was 
very  concerned  with  the  lack  of  missionary  interest 
on  the  part  of  the  Ruffin  Circuit  as  a  whole.  Shortly 
after  his  arrival  the  young  minister  began  a  circuit 
newsletter,  known  as  the  Ruffin  Circuit  Bulletin, 
which  was  very  well  received  by  Methodists  through- 
out the  area  The  Reidsville  Review  once  comment- 
ed that  the  Bulletin  was  "...making  a  favorable  im- 
pression upon  the  people..."  who  read  it,  for  cer- 
tainly it  was  a  new  innovation  for  a  rural  circuit  to 
have  its  own  newsletter.93 

In  February  1928  Rev.  Roberts  conducted  a 
series  of  studies  in  foreign  missions  which  were 
held  as  a  part  of  the  January- February  Cultivation 
Program.  The  Pelham  and  Ruffin  churches  met 
together  for  these  important  meetings.  The  minis- 
ter would  later  comment  "Perhaps  one  of  the  great- 
est blessings  coming  from  this  study  was  the  bring- 
ing together  of  the  people  of  the  church  in  union 
meetings."94 

During  the  first  part  of  Rev.  Roberts'  pastorate 
at  Ruffin  Circuit  the  following  was  the  monthly 
preaching  schedule: 

Ruffin  -  Second  and  fourth  Sundays 
Hickory  Grove  -  First  and  Third  Sundays 
Pelham  -  First  and  Third  Sundays 
It  is  also  during  this  time  that  the  first  mention 
is  found  concerning  the  existence  of  an  Epworth 
League  at  Ruffin  Church  In  April  1928  KM.  Pe- 
ters was  elected  president  of  the  Ruffin  League.95 
The  two-year  pastorate  of  Rev.  Roberts  ended 
in  1929  when  the  conference  appointed  the  Rev. 
John  Wesley  Bennett  (1883-1949)  to  succeed  him 
The  new  minister  was  a  Guilford  County  native 
and  a  graduate  of  Trinity  College,  the  predecessor 
of  Duke  University.  Rev.  Bennett's  stay  on  the  Ruf- 
fin Circuit  was  brief  and  no  records  from  his  pas- 
torate there  survive.96 

However,  one  Ruffin  resident  remembers  the 
following  about  Rev.  Bennett: 

He  was  a  kind  and  friendly  man.  On  several 
occasions  (after  vacation  Bible  School)  he  would 
load  up  his  Model-T  with  six  or  eight  children 
(riding  on  the  fenders,  hood,  etc.)  and  take  us  to 
the  Worsham  mill  pond  for  swimming.  He  also 
would  climb  over  the  railing  around  the  pulpit  in 
the  old  (1906-1936)  church  immediately  after 


28 


Ruffin's  Methodist  Heritage  1867  -  1989 


the  service  and  rush  to  the  front  entrance  to 

greet  the  people  as  they  were  leaving  church. 

The  Rev.  Eugene  W.  Needham  arrived  on  the 
Ruffin  Circuit  in  late  1930  for  what  would  be  a  two- 
year  stay.  The  Ruffin  Circuit  was  now  somewhat 
accustomed  to  having  young  student  or  beginner 
pastors  whose  stays  were  nearly  always  short  The 
Annual  Conference  used  the  rural  churches,  and 
continues  to  do  so,  as  training  grounds  for  upcoming 
ministers  and  oftentimes  the  less  experienced  ones 
as  well  Rev.  Needham  was  a  native  of  Surry  Coun- 
ty, North  Carolina;  and  as  his  pastorate  at  Ruffin 
progressed,  he  showed  the  promise  of  becoming  a 
dedicated  minister,  which  over  the  years  became  a 
reality.  He  remains  today  a  respected  member  of 
the  Western  North  Carolina  Conference.  Ruffin 
Church  now  had  in  the  neighborhood  of  130  mem- 
bers and  was  becoming  one  of  the  strongest  rural 
congregations  in  Rockingham  County.97 

The  Ruffin  Circuit  was  blessed  with  the  appoint- 
of  Rev.  Robert  Mangum  Laughlin  (1909-1971)  in 
1932.  Rev.  Laughlin  was  born  in  Mexico  to  pros- 
perous American  parents  who  were  forced  to  flee 
the  country  during  the  Mexican  Revolution.  His 
father  was  the  owner  of  silver  mines  and  died  short- 
ly after  arriving  back  in  America  With  the  aid  of 
family  and  friends  young  Robert  Laughlin  was 
able  to  receive  his  ministerial  education.  His  first 
appointment  as  a  Methodist  pastor  was  the  Ruffin 
Circuit  Though  illness  would  eventually  shorten 
the  active  ministry  and  the  life  of  Rev.  Laughlin, 
his  pastorate  at  Ruffin  was  most  productive.  After 
his  death  in  1971,  a  colleague  wrote:  "During  his 
active  ministry  he  (Rev.  Laughlin)  always  gave 
special  attention  to  the  children  and  young  people- 
Bob  was  an  accomplished  artist  and  poet"  In  fact 
Rev.  Laughlin  is  still  fondly  remembered  for  his 
later  leadership  and  guidance  in  the  Rockingham 
County  Methodist  Youth  Fellowship.  Rev.  Laugh- 
lin at  the  time  was  a  bachelor;  therefore  he  was 
able  to  do  more  work  and  to  take  part  in  more 
church  activities  than  a  married  pastor  could.  He 
encouraged  more  interest  in  missions  work  as  well 
as  the  missionary  society.  His  deep  interest  and 
zeal  in  his  work  led  many  to  believe  that  he  would 
go  far  in  the  Methodist  Church.98 

In  his  pioneer  history  of  the  Ruffin  Church,  Rev. 
Mark  Wimmer  added  the  following  ancedote  about 
Rev.  Laughlin: 

It  is  said  that  one  day  Dr.  (Charles)  Wharton 

stoppe  d  Reverend  Laughlin  out  in  the  road,  and 

the  doctor  (widely  known  for  his  humor  and  wit), 


taking  his  cigar  from  his  mouth  and  tucking  his 
newspaper  under  his  arm,  said  to  the  young 
preacher  "Preacher,  Til  keep  you  out  of  the  hos- 
pital if  you'll  keep  me  out  of  helL"99 
It  is  very  tragic  that  the  records  for  the  Ruffin 
Church  as  well  as  those  for  the  circuit  from  the 
1920s  and  1930s  have  either  been  lost  or  destroyed. 
The  local  newspapers  are  of  little  help  during  this 
time  period  and  events  from  those  years  are 
mostly  beyond  the  range  of  human  memory. 

The  1935  Annual  Conference  appointed  a  local 
pastor,  Rev.  Sidney  C.  Safrit  to  pastor  the  Ruffin 
Circuit  for  the  coming  year.  No  biographical  data 
on  Rev.  Safrit  has  been  located,  since  his  connection 
with  the  Western  North  Carolina  Conference  lasted 
little  longer  than  his  connection  with  the  Ruffin 
Circuit  Rev.  Safrit  was  at  Ruffin  for  only  one  year, 
but  that  year  proved  to  have  been  the  most  trau- 
matic in  the  church's  history  with  the  sudden 
destruction  of  the  Ruffin  Church  sanctuary  by  fire 
in  August  1936.  The  dedication  and  resources  of 
the  Ruffin  Church  people  would  be  tried  as  never 
before  by  this  great  tragedy.100 

The  Fire  of  August  1936 

For  a  church  to  lose  its  building  to  fire  is  no 
doubt  a  terrifying  and  tragic  thing  which  would 
shake  the  congregation  to  its  very  foundation. 
Some  congregations  would  be  unable  to  withstand 
such  a  blow  of  that  magnitude.  Nothing,  however, 
could  have  been  further  from  the  minds  of  the 
Ruffin  Methodists  on  the  afternoon  of  Friday, 
August  7,  1936  when  a  severe  band  of  thunder- 
storms swept  across  the  mountains  and  central 
portion  of  the  state.  That  afternoon  found  most 
wives  in  the  kitchen  preparing  the  evening  meal 
and  the  children  still  enjoying  their  precious  sum- 
mer vacation  from  school  The  main  brunt  of  the 
storm  had  passed  over  Ruffin  when  lightning  and 
tragedy  struck  the  community.  The  Reidsville 
Review  reported  the  sad  event 

The  residence  of  O.L.  Fitzgerald,  retired  rural 
mail  carrier  of  Ruffin,  and  the  Methodist  Church 
of  the  same  place  were  destroyed  by  fire  about 
4:30  yesterday  afternoon  caused  by  a  bolt  of 
lightning  during  a  heavy  thunderstorm. 

It  was  said  the  bolt  struck  the  steeple  of  the 
church  which  was  next  to  the  Fitzgerald  home 
and  quickly  spread  to  the  residence,  both  build- 
ings being  of  frame  construction. 
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A  few  articles,  including  a  piano  (and  some 
pews),  were  saved  from  the  church.  The  value  of 
the  building  was  about  $3000.  So  far  as  is 
known  there  was  no  insurance. 

The  church  building  was  erected  in  1905 
while  the  Fitzgerald  home  was  built  in  1921. 
Nearly  all  of  the  furnishings  of  the  Fitzgerald 
home  were  saved.  It  is  understood  that  about 
$1800  insurance  was  carried  on  the  residence, 
which  was  valued  at  about  $4000.101 
It  is  said  that  once  the  church  was  struck  by  the 
lightning,  Mrs.  Fitzgerald  notified  Rev.  Safrit,  who 
sounded  the  alarm.  In  a  brief  sketch  on  the  Ruffin 
Church,  written  in  1950  by  Rev.  Dowd  Bangle,  the 
day  of  the  fire  was  accounted: 

The  dry  grass  brought  inside  the  church  stee- 
ple by  birds  provided  the  fire  with  fuel  for  mak- 
ing rapid  headway.  Leon  Worsham  climbed  up 
inside  the  steeple  and  tried  to  quench  the  blaze; 
but  his  efforts  were  in  vain.  Meanwhile,  Jim, 
the  oldest  son  of  Mr.  Worsham,  ran  into  the 
church  and  saved  the  Bible  lying  on  the  pulpit 
lectern.  His  aunt,  Mrs.  Sue  Worsham,  had  given 
the  Bible  in  memory  of  her  husband,  Dr.  Adol- 
phus  Erie  Worsham  That  Bible  is  used  in  the 
Methodist  Church  at  Ruffin  still  today  (1950). 
Highway  trucks  during  the  fire  carried  salvaged 
furniture  from  the  church  and  the  O.L.  Fitzger- 
ald home  next  to  the  church  Both  buildings  were 
burned  to  the  ground.  Only  the  concrete  steps  to 
the  church  are  standing  in  1950. 102 
Of  course  Ruffin  did  not  have  a  voluntary  fire 
department  at  the  time;  therefore,  the  nearest  fire 
truck  had  to  come  from  Reidsville,  several  miles  to 
the  south  The  fire  trucks  could  do  little  more  than 
extinguish  the  flames  which  had  destroyed  their 
prey.  For  the  second  time  in  thirty  years  the  Ruffin 
Church  steeple  had  been  struck  by  lightning,  there- 
by dispelling  the  theory  that  lightning  never  strikes 
the  same  place  twice. 

The  fire  postponed  the  upcoming  wedding  of 
Dorothy  Worsham  and  Ben  Barker  which  was  to 
have  taken  place  in  the  church  It  is  interesting  to 
note  that  today  the  home  of  Mrs.  Barker  stands 
near  the  site  of  the  old  church 

Until  the  church  could  be  replaced,  the  congre- 
gation worshipped  on  the  upper  floor  of  Benton 
Staceys  store,  which  at  the  time  was  operated  by 
Leon  Worsham  In  his  history  of  the  Ruffin  Church, 
Rev.  Mark  Wimmer  included  the  following  humor- 
ous incident 

While  the  new  church  was  being  built  and  the 


congregation  was  holding  services  in  ...  Wor- 
sham's  store,  some  items  were  stolen  from  a  train 
at  Ruffin.  The  railroad  detective  came  out  from 
Danville  to  check  on  it  In  Worsham' s  store,  he 
asked  Mr.  Worsham  who  those  ladies  were  over 
there  in  the  corner  playing  cards. 

In  typical  fashion,  Mr.  Worsham  replied, 
"that's  the  Missionary  Society."  Of  a  group  of 
men  playing  pool,  the  detective  asked,  "Who  is 
that?"  Mr.  Worsham  answered,  "Thatfs  the 
preacher,"  referring  to  a  local  preacher  of  the 
area 

The  sounds  of  jazz  coming  from  upstairs 
caused  the  detective  to  inquire,  "What's  up- 
stairs?" "That's  the  church  up  there,"  said  the 
storekeeper.  Of  the  whole  situation,  the  officer 
was  very  perturbed  and  said,  "Oh,  hell,  anything 
could  happen  in  this  place!"103 
The  ruins  of  the  old  church  were  cleared  The 
old  cornerstone  was  opened,  but  its  contents  were 
lost  shortly  thereafter.  The  thirty- year  history  of 
the  sanctuary  of  the  Ruffin  Church  had  come  to  an 
abrupt  and  tragic  end,  but  the  congregation  would 
survive  and  revive  again. 

The  ladies  of  the  Ruffin  Church  quickly  came  to 
the  aid  when  tragedy  befell  the  congregation. 
Through  countless  ways  the  Missionary  Society 
was  able  to  raise  a  considerable  portion  of  funds 
needed  to  rebuild  the  church  Among  the  most 
novel  means  of  producing  revenue  was  the  follow- 
ing event  announced  in  the  local  paper  in  October 
1936: 

"The  Manless  Wedding"  will  be  presented  in 
Ruffin,  Monday  evening,  October  26,  at8  o'clock, 
in  the  school  auditorium  The  Woman's  Mission- 
ary Society  of  the  M.E.  Church  at  Ruffin  is  spon- 
soring the  production  and  the  funds  will  be  used 
for  rebuilding  the  church  which  was  destroyed 
by  fire  recently.  Admission  -  children,  10$, 
adults,  20<t.104 

According  to  rhe  records  of  the  church  building 
fund,  the  proceeds  of  the  "Manless  Wedding" 
amounted  to  the  grand  total  of  $10.60.105 

The  Third  Church  1937 

While  the  ruins  of  the  Ruffin  Church  smoldered, 
talk  had  already  begun  about  rebuilding  the  sanc- 
tuary. Surely  the  congregation's  loss  was  great  and 
the  shock  resulting  from  it  was  long-felt  but  with 
sheer  determination  and  faith  on  their  side  Ruffin 
Church  would  somehow  be  rebuilt  Dr.  C.R  Whar- 
ton and  Mr.  Paul  Cragan,  principal  of  Ruffin 
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School  and  superintendent  of  the  Ruffin  Sunday 
School,  appealed  to  the  powerful  Duke  Endow- 
ment for  a  grant  with  which  to  rebuild.  In  those 
days  the  Duke  Endowment  was  very  supportive  of 
rural  church  building  projects,  before  the  modern- 
day  bureaucracy  and  red-tape  greatly  limited  its 
effectiveness.  The  plans  for  the  new  Ruffin  Church 
were  prepared  and  drawn  by  Mr.  H.N.  Haines,  the 
Duke  University  Architect  who  oftentimes  drew 
the  plans  for  building  projects  aided  by  the  Duke 
Endowment  Haines  was  widely  known  for  his 
modern  adaptations  of  traditional  church  design- 
the  most  notable  of  which  in  Rockingham  County 
was  the  present  Leaksville  Methodist  Church  in 
Edea106 

While  plans  were  being  made  to  build  the  new 
church,  it  was  decided  that  the  present  church  lot 
would  not  be  the  site  for  the  building.  Thus  a  new 
location  was  sought  0nMay8, 1937,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Harry  L.  Griffith  presented  by  deed  to  the  Ruffin 
Church  trustees:  J.  Horace  Carter,  C.R.  Wharton, 
and  L.  W.  Worsham,  four  lots  on  U.  S.  Highway  29. 
The  site,  which  measured  100  x  300  feet  was  lo- 
cated across  the  railroad  tracks  and  northwest  of 
the  old  church  site  on  the  west  side  of  the  highway. 
As  were  the  previous  two  churches,  the  new 
church  was  fairly  close  to  the  railroad.  That 
fact  however,  did  not  seem  to  be  of  much  impor- 
tance to  the  congregation.  The  former  church  pro- 
perty was  sold  in  1937  to  J.B.  Worsham  and  Miss 
Annie  Stacy.  The  Ruffin  Church  was  very  grateful 
to  the  Griffith  family,  who  presented  the  title  to 
the  property  with  the  following  statement 

It  is  with  genuine  pleasure  that  we  donate 
this  lot  to  the  Methodist  Church  of  Ruffin.  While 
we  are  not  members  of  this  church  we  feel  a  deep 
interest  in  it  because  our  neighbors  and  friends 
are  members  of  it  and  we  feel  that  the  brother- 
hood of  man  is  broader  than  any  creed  and  that 
all  who  are  looking  for  Christ's  second  coming 
and  love  His  appearing  are  brothers  indeed.107 
With  J.  Benton  Stacy  as  chairman  of  the  church 
finance  committee,  a  fundraising  drive  was  launch- 
ed for  the  new  church.  The  ladies  of  the  church 
deserve  special  credit  for  their  tireless  efforts  in 
raising  funds  for  the  project  The  Woman's  Mis- 
sionary Society  alone  donated  $1,500.  Mrs.  Ben- 
ton Stacy  was  a  dedicated  and  motivating  force 
behind  the  garnering  of  funds  for  the  church,  with 
the  aid  of  Mrs.  J.B.  Worsham,  president  of  the 
Woman's  Society  and  others  including  Miss  Vir- 
ginia Ferrell  and  Mrs.  E.L.  Wright  Brunswick 


stews,  box  suppers,  meals  for  local  groups  and  or- 
ganizations, and  sock  socials  were  some  of  the 
means  from  which  needed  funds  were  received.108 

In  August  1937  the  trustees  of  the  church 
entered  into  a  deed  of  trust  with  J.  Benton  Stacy  to 
borrow  $2,250  to  liquidate  the  debts  on  the  new 
building.  Working  closely  with  the  pastor  and  the 
building  committee,  Mr.  O.A  Rothrock  of  Reids- 
ville,  a  prominent  contractor,  was  in  charge  of  the 
construction  of  the  new  Ruffin  Church.109 

Much  interest  and  participation  in  the  building 
project  at  Ruffin  was  exemplified  by  the  new  pas- 
tor, the  Rev.  E.  Clayton  Calhoun,  who  had  just 
transferred  to  the  Western  North  Carolina  Con- 
ference from  the  Florida  Conference  and  had  just 
completed  a  pastorate  in  nearby  Walkertown, 
North  Carolina  The  basic  construction  spanned 
his  brief  ministry,  and  Rev.  Calhoun  would  con- 
duct the  first  service  in  the  new  church  on  Septem- 
ber 19,  1937.  He  was  appointed  to  studies  at  South- 
ern Methodist  University  in  the  fall  of  1937.  Rev. 
Calhoun,  now  retired  and  serving  as  Executive 
Director  of  the  Smoky  Mountain  Center  For  Inde- 
pendent Studies,  Inc.  of  Waynesville,  N.C.,  pre- 
pared the  following  sketch,  covering  the  year  in 
which  he  pastored  the  Ruffin  Circuit  for  this  publi- 
cation: 


SOME  RECOLLECTIONS  OF 
RUFFIN  METHODIST  CHURCH 
1936  —  1937 
by 

Rev.  E.  Clayton  Calhoun  (Jr.) 

Several  circumstances  contributed  to  a  rather 
strange  beginning  of  our  single  year  on  the  Ruffin 
Circuit  in  1936.  Just  about  Conference  time  light- 
ning had  struck  the  tower  of  the  Ruffin  Church  set- 
ting it  afire  and  completely  destroying  it  Services 
were  held  above  Senator  Benton  Stacy's  store. 

It  was  not  at  all  certain  that  we  should  be  wel- 
come. Because  our  first  child,  Eugene  Clayton  EH, 
had  been  born  as  Conference  opened,  I  made  an 
early  trip  to  Ruffin  in  our  old  thirty- one  Model  A  to 
take  my  books  and  some  other  goods.  The  recep- 
tion was  reserved,  to  say  the  least  My  goods  were 
stored  in  the  Stacy  store  "until  the  parsonage  is 
available."  When  I  returned  with  my  little  family 
and  all  the  rest  of  my  worldly  goods,  everyone  was 
scurrying  about  making  the  parsonage  ready.  It 
was  some  time  later,  mainly  from  the  bishop,  him- 
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Rev.  E  C.  Calhoun  in  morning  attire  1937. 


self,  that  I  learned  that  a  delegation  from  the  three 
churches  of  the  circuit  had  called  upon  Bishop 
Paul  B.  Kern  in  Durham  to  protest  the  removal  of 
the  incumbent  pastor.  The  reasons  seem  to  have 
been  made  clear  so  that  the  welcome  mat  was  out 
when  we  arrived. 

Another  circumstance:  the  church  at  Hickory 
Grove  had  been  under  construction  for  several 
years  (six  or  seven)  and  the, Duke  Foundation, 
which  was  fundamentally  involved,  had  served 
notice  that  the  construction  must  be  completed  or 
funds  would  be  withdrawn.  I  was  supposed  to 
attend  classes  at  Duke  Divinity  School  most  of 
every  week,  but  here  two  churches,  were  without 
buildings.  The  necessary  attention  to  this  con- 
struction and  funding  not  only  made  attendance  at 
Duke  improbable,  it  made  the  people  at  Pelham 
(the  third  point  on  the  circuit)  feel  that  they  got 
less  of  pastoral  care  than  they  deserved,  in  which  I 
concur. 

Certainly  I  must  have  preached  two  or  three 
times  every  Sunday.  I  was  in  classes  - 1  was  required 
to  complete  prescribed  courses  of  study  by  corres- 
pondence every  year  "on  triaL"  I  remember  only 
one  wedding;  there  must  have  been  more.  I  do  not 
recall  a  funeraL  There  is  no  question  that  the  focus 
of  that  pastoral  year  was  the  completion  of  two 
church  buildings. 


At  Hickory  Grove  the  construction  took  place 
between  crops.  I  helped  lay  hardwood  floors,  put 
up  wall  boards  for  plaster,  install  ceilings  and  read 
blue  prints.  I  wonder  who  learned  more,  pastor  or 
people,  but  it  was  a  memorable  fellowship  of  lov- 
ing labor.  Only  wiring,  plastering  and  sanding  were 
done  by  outside  labor. 

The  Ruff  in  construction  was  under  a  "lock  and 
key"  contract  (Another  learning  experience  for  a 
young  pastor.)  In  that  period  of  eleven  months  it 
was  necessary  to  rally  the  congregation,  draw  and 
approve  plans,  purchase  a  new  site  more  appropri- 
ate to  the  development  in  highways  and  community 
locations,  raise  funds  and  follow  the  construction- 
no  supervision  was  allowed  under  "lock  and  key" 
except  that  of  the  architect  We  held  one  service  in 
the  completed  building  before  we  left  for  our  next 
appointment:  studies  at  Southern  Methodist  Uni- 
versity, Dallas,  Texas. 

As  well  as  I  can  remember,  (I  do  not  have 
personal  records)  the  Building  Committee  was 
composed  of  Dr.  Wharton,  Senator  Benton  Stacy, 
Berrye  Worsham  and  the  high  school  principal, 
Paul  Cragan.  Others  were  involved,  including 
Ernest  Wright  whose  family  were  members.  The 
decision  to  build  was  clear.  The  plans  were  made 
in  a  hurry  due  to  the  urgency.  The  committee  divid- 
ed the  estimated  cost  among  themselves  by  finan- 
cial ability,  a  scale  which  seemed  to  have  been  well 
established  and  understood.  One  member  declined 
to  be  obligated  for  such  an  amount  When  the 
scale  was  applied  by  the  others,  it  left  us  consider- 
ably short  of  our  goal  One  result  was  to  remove 
two  Sunday  School  rooms  from  the  contract  The 
other  was  to  undertake  solicitation  of  funds  from 
every  family  in  the  church  with  results  which  sur- 
prised some  members  of  the  committee.  The  con- 
tract was  let  to  Mr.  D.A  Rothrock  of  Reidsville 
and  construction  begun.  It  was  completed  in  time 
to  hold  one  service,  as  noted,  before  we  moved  to 
Dallas  and  from  there  to  Soochow,  China  to  begin 
our  missionary  service.  This  is  the  brief  record  of  a 
brief  pastorate.  Personal  memories  of  individual 
associations  are  vivid.  Some  names  do  not  come 
promptly  to  mind.  As  late  as  the  1960's  we  were  in 
touch  with  some  friends  of  the  1930's  on  that  cir- 
cuit In  1988  we  stopped,  enroute  to  Williamsburg, 
Virginia  to  take  pictures  of  each  of  the  three 
churches,  two  of  which  we  had  helped  plan  and 
build.  We  are  in  our  middle  seventies  now.  Very 
clear  in  our  minds  are  these  memories  from  our 
early  twenties.  In  the  years  between  we  have  been 
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involved  in  other  exciting  ministries  in  Florida, 
China  and  in  the  presidency  of  Paine  College  as 
well  as  service  on  the  staff  of  the  Division  of  Higher 
Education.  We  have  traveled  over  a  large  part  of 
the  northern  hemisphere.  In  1980  I  was  in  China 
establishing  exchanges  between  Chinese  and  Amer- 
ican Universities.  We,  Frankie  and  I,  have  just  re- 
turned from  an  intimate  visit  to  China  to  the  places 
and  the  people  we  have  known  and  loved.  Believe 
us,  we  hold  dear  those  months  we  spent  on  the 
Ruffin  Circuit  of  the  Methodist  Church  (then  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South)  and  cherish 
the  memories  of  the  people  there  we  knew  and 
loved. 


The  new  sanctuary  and  classrooms  were  a  much 
noticed  improvement  over  the  1872  and  1906 
buildings.  The  new  church  was  a  traditional  brick 
structure,  somewhat  in  the  Gothic  style  with  a  ceil- 
ing pointed  upward  "to  remind  the  worshipers  of 
the  God  above."  In  the  rear  of  the  sanctuary  were 
three  classrooms  for  those  in  the  primary,  junior 
and  young  people's  classes  and  a  service  room  also. 
In  the  front  of  the  sanctuary  were  two  classrooms 
for  the  adults.  Originally  the  choir  loft  faced  the 
congregation,  as  called  for  in  the  plans,  A  small, 
but  beautiful,  lectern  graced  the  pulpit  which  was 
in  the  middle  of  the  chancel  area 

In  September  1937  the  Duke  Endowment  grant- 
ed $1,750  to  the  building  project  at  Ruffin  which 
was  estimated  to  cost  in  the  neighborhood  of 
$6,400.  The  church  had  requested  $2,500  in  aid 
from  the  Duke  Endowment  110 


Succeeding  Rev.  Calhoun  as  pastor  in  the  fall  of 
1937  was  the  Rev.  Henry  R.  Cornelius  (1896- 
1965),  an  Iredell  County  native  who  "At  the  early 
age  of  three...  said  to  his  parents  that  he  was  going 
to  be  a  preacher.  This  dream  and  hope  never  wa- 
vered." Most  of  Rev.  Cornelius'  one-year  pastor- 
ate was  concerned  with  adding  the  finishing  touches 
for  the  new  church  and  the  process  of  paying  off 
the  church  debt  The  total  cost  of  the  new  church 
was  approximately  $5,500,  roughly  half  of  which 
was  provided  by  the  Duke  Endowment  and  the 
Woman's  Society.111 

The  first  wedding  in  the  new  Ruffin  Church  was 
that  of  Miss  Elizabeth  Carter  and  James  L.  Chand- 
ler by  former  pastor  Rev.  RM.  Laughlin  on  August 
31, 1938.  James  Lawson  Chandler,  Jr.  was  the  first 
child  christened  in  the  new  church.  Rev.  J.W.  Fow- 
ler was  pastor  of  the  church  at  that  time.112 

The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  James  W.  Fowler  arrived  on 
the  Ruffin  Circuit  in  late  1938.  The  couple  became 
popular  throughout  the  circuit  within  a  very  short 
time.  To  them  fell  the  responsibility  of  leading  the 
movement  for  liquidating  the  remaining  debt  on 
the  new  church  building  project  A  graduate  of 
Duke  (1933),  Rev.  Fowler  was  widely  known  for  his 
excellent  baritone  voice.  Prior  to  his  coming  to  Ruf- 
fin, he  was  the  "Gospel  Singer"  over  WPTF  radio 
in  Raleigh.  During  the  first  years  of  the  Fowler  pas- 
torate much  emphasis  was  placed  on  furnishing  the 
new  church  with  oak  pews  and  pulpit  pieces.  Plans 
for  acquisition  were  made  by  L.W.  Worsham, 
church  trustee.  Numerous  memorial  gifts  were 
made  for  the  purchase  of  pews  and  other  needed 
items.113 


Ruffin's  Methodist  Heritage  1867  -  1989 


1939  was  a  landmark  year  in  the  history  of  the 
Ruffin  Church.  That  year  the  three  major  branches 
of  Methodism  in  the  United  States  united.  What 
had  always  been  Ruffin  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South  was  now  Ruffin  Methodist  Church. 
More  importantly,  1939  was  the  year  of  the  dedi- 
cation of  the  new  Ruffin  Church.  The  special 
service  was  held  on  Sunday  evening  June  25,  at 
eight  o'clock,  with  the  Rev.  Clare  Purcell,  Bishop 
of  the  Western  North  Carolina  Conference,  offici- 
ating. Bishop  Purcell  was  assisted  by  the  Rev.  L.B. 
Hayes,  district  superintendent  of  the  Greensboro 
District  and  Rev.  Fowler.114 

During  the  momentous  year  of  1939  the  follow- 
ing served  as  stewards  and  trustees  of  the  Ruffin 
Church: 

Trustees 

C.R.  Wharton 
Leon  W.  Worsham 
J.  Horace  Carter 

Stewards 

C.R.  Wharton,  Chairman 
J.  Berrye  Worsham 
Ernest  L.  Wright 
Jem  Chandler 
John  Washburn 
G.L.  Lauder 
T.F.  Littlejohn115 

Officers  and  teachers  of  the  Ruffin  Sunday 
School  in  1939  included: 

Superintendent  -  J.W.  Washburn 

Assistant  Superintendent  -  T.F.  Littlejohn 

School  Secretary  -  E.C.  Wright 

Treasurer  -  J.L.  Chandler 

Teachers:  Men's  Bible  Class  -  T.F.  Littlejohn 
Ladies'  Bible  Class  -  Mrs.  T.F.  Littlejohn 
Young  People's  Class  -  E.M.  Macon 
Junior  Young  People  -  Miss  Claudia  Roberts 
Primary  Class  -  Mrs.  G.L.  Lauder116 

The  church  budget  for  the  year  1939-1940  was 
the  following: 

District  Superintendent  salary  $  54.00 

Pastor's  salary  $700.00 

District  Work  $  7.50 

General  and  Conference  Claims  $  55.00 

Children's  Home  $  70.00 


Emergency  Fund 

Insurance 

TOTAL 


$  25.00 
$  10.00 
$921.50117 


The  dedication  ceremony  was  followed  on  Nov- 
ember 25,  1939  with  the  laying  of  the  cornerstone 
for  the  church  building.  Special  music  and  preach- 
ing marked  the  occasion  as  reported  to  the  Greens- 
boro Daily  News  by  popular  columnist  Tom  Hen- 
derson, whose  wife,  the  former  Annie  Chandler, 
was  reared  in  the  Ruffin  Church: 


Laying  of  Cornerstone  in  1939. 

The  pastor  was  assisted  in  the  service  by  the 
officers  of  the  church  and  the  Community  Choral 
Club,  under  the  direction  of  Mrs.  J.  Berrye  Wor- 
sham, pianist  Mesdames  Nat  H.  Swann(of  the 
Pelham  Church),  Tom  F.  Littlejohn,  and  (Mr.) 
John  W.  Washburn  were  soloists.  T.F.  Morris, 
89  years  old  and  oldest  member  of  the  church, 
placed  his  well-worn  and  much- marked  Bible  in 
the  cornerstone  container;  Dr.  C.R.  Wharton, 
chairman  of  the  board  of  trustees  and  stewards, 
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placed  therein  a  list  of  all  the  former  and  pre- 
sent officials;  Mrs.  J.  Berrye  Worsham,  presi- 
dent of  the  Missionary  Society,  deposited  a  list 
of  members  of  her  society  whose  efforts  largely 
contributed  to  the  building  of  the  church;  the 
deed  to  the  church  property,  a  gift  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Harry  Griffith,  was  put  in  by  Mr.  Griffith; 
the  dedication  news  story  was  contributed  by 
Mrs.  C.J.  Warmer,  second  oldest  member,  a  list 
of  contributors  was  placed  in  the  container  by 
Mrs.  Edgar  C.  Wright,  Sr.,  a  copy  of  the  day' s 
program  was  deposited  by  Mrs.  Charles  Stokes; 
and  lastly,  a  copy  of  the  day's  issue  of  the  Greens- 
boro Daily  News,  containing  a  news  story  about 
the  dedication  was  put  into  the  container  by  T. 
F.  Littlejohn.  A  little  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Ernest  Cobb  ( Arleen)  turned  the  key  of  the  con- 
tainer and  the  box  was  put  in  place  by  little  Miss 
Mary  Elizabeth  Worsham.  The  cornerstone  was 
laid  by  Leon  W.  Worsham118 
The  laying  of  the  cornerstone  brought  the 
building  project  at  Ruff  in  Church  formally  to  a 
close.  It  would  be  another  decade  before  another 
such  project  would  be  accomplished. 

Another  event  during  the  Fowler  ministry  at 
Ruff  in  was  the  formation  of  the  Woman's  Society 
of  Christian  Service,  which  was  the  successor  of 
the  Woman's  Missionary  Society,  on  September 
27, 1940.  The  charter  officers  of  the  new  society  in 
1940  were: 

President  -  Mrs.  J.  Berrye  Worsham 
Vice-President  -  Mrs.  Charles  Stokes 
Recording  Secretary  -  Mrs.  Pink  Stokes 
Corresponding  Secretary  -  Mrs.  Jem  Chandler 
Treasurer  -  Mrs.  John  Chandler119 
(See  the  appendix  for  the  list  of  the  charter 
members) 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Fowler  were  very  supportive  of 
the  efforts  of  the  Woman's  Society  in  reorganizing 
as  well  as  encouraging  them  in  their  worthy  endeav- 
ors. Among  their  many  projects  included  improve- 
ments to  the  church  and  the  parsonage,  the  fund- 
ing for  which  came  from  suppers  that  the  ladies 
sponsored. 

When  the  cornerstone  of  the  present  church 
was  reopened  on  June  25,  1989  the  listing  of  con- 
tributors to  the  church  building  fund  dating  from 
the  1930s  was  discovered.  The  list,  which  is  quite 
lengthy,  includes  the  names  of  individual  contrib- 
utors and  their  respective  amounts,  as  well  as  the 
proceeds  of  any  event  or  sale  that  were  added  to 
the  fund.  A  number  of  the  more  interesting  dona- 


tions are  the  following: 

Proceeds  from  a  stew  in  the  grove  $33.20 

Proceeds  from  fish  fry  and  stew  $18.95 

Proceeds  from  Bingo  Party  $15.00 

Proceeds  from  Oyster  Supper  $14.40 

Proceeds  from  the  sock  social  $24.07 

Proceeds  sold  at  Rotary  Supper  $  6.00 

Proceeds  from  sale  of  ham  grease  $  2.00 


Original  Chancel  Rail  in  present  Sanctuary. 

Among  the  largest  single  contributors  to  the 
church  building  was  Mr.  T.  Jefferson  Penn  of  the 
Chinqua-Penn  estate  near  Reidsville, 

One  of  the  most  unusual  methods  utilized  by  the 
Ruff  in  Church  in  order  to  raise  money  was  the 
"sock  Social,"  and  while  the  details  surrounding 
the  event  are  not  entirely  known,  it  was  obviously  a 
profitable  venture.  Guests  to  the  social  were  sent 
invitations  in  the  forms  of  little  stockings,  or  socks, 
to  which  were  attached  the  following  or  similar 
such  notes: 

On  Friday  night  of  this  week  at  half  after  seven, 

We  want  you  to  come  and  stay  till  eleven, 
In  the  Ruffin  Athletic  Hall  a  light  you'll  see, 

And  thaf  s  where  the  Ladies  Aid  will  be, 
Awaiting  to  serve  you  good  things  to  eat 

And  give  you  a  chance  your  friends  to  meet 
We'll  all  be  children  again  for  the  night 

And  play  jolly  good  games  to  our  delight; 
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A  joint  meeting  of  Ruffin  Circuit  we've  planned 
And,  of  course,  we  will  be  a  neighborly  band. 

Please  bring  a  penny  for  each  year 

That  the  Lord  has  permitted  you  to  live  here; 

Into  this  small  bag  your  money  conceal, 

And  the  number  of  years  we  will  not  reveal 
(Note  in  possession  of  Mrs.  J.  A.  Gay) 


Cora  Harrelson's  Kindergarten  Class  in  1 940s. 
Left  to  right  are  Silvia  Carter,  Louise  Massey, 
Jason  Collie,  Linwood  Wright,  Owen  Schrum, 
Erie  Worsham,  John  Dalton  and  Moro  Holderby. 

During  these  years  Miss  Cora  Harrelson,  a  most 
beloved  friend  of  the  Ruffin  Church  and  a  former 
member  there,  conducted  a  popular  kindergarten 
class  at  the  church  and  later  at  the  Ruffin  School. 
Many  children  from  the  church  and  community  at- 
tended Miss  Cora's  classes  and  learned  what  gen- 
erations of  schoolchildren  from  all  over  Rocking- 
ham County  had  learned  over  the  years:  that  Miss 
Cora  loved  and  cared  for  all  her  pupils  and  that 
that  love  and  concern  were  returned  Miss  Cora, 
though  she  had  moved  her  membership  to  Bethes- 
da  Presbyterian  Church  in  Caswell  County  years 
ago,  always  retained  strong  ties  with  the  Ruffin 
Church  of  her  youth  She  is  fondly  remembered 
for  her  artistic  abilities,  for  bulletin  covers,  and 
her  renditon  of  Sallman's  famed  painting  "Christ 
at  Heart's  Door,"  which  now  hangs  in  the  Commu- 
nity Bible  Classroom.  Miss  Cora's  legacy  of  love 
and  service  to  the  Ruffin  Church  will  never  be  for- 
gotten.120 
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Miss  Cora  Harralson  with  her  painting  of  Sall- 
man's "Christ  at  Heart's  Door."  1950s 


The  Pastorate  of  Rev.  Walter  Thompson 
1942-1945 
by 

Mrs.  Ruth  F.  Thompson 

Note:  Mrs.  Ruth  Thompson,  the  wife  of  Rev. 
Walter  Thompson,  has  prepared  this  detailed  ac- 
count of  their  pastorate  at  the  Ruffin  Church  dur- 
ing the  years  of  World  WarIL  She  has  graciously 
permitted  her  essay  to  be  reprinted  in  this  history 
and  thus  brings  new  light  to  this  time  in  the  history 
of  the  Ruffin  Church  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Thompson, 
now  retired,  reside  in  Greensboro,  N.  C.  Only  minor 
editing  has  been  made  to  the  original  manuscript 

by  the  church  history  committee. 

*  *  * 

Walter  Thompson's  pastorate  was  from  June  28, 
1942,  the  date  of  his  first  sermon  on  the  Ruffin 
Charge,  to  the  Annual  Conference  of  October 
1945.  The  new  church  at  Pelham,  which  was  built 
during  the  Fowler  Pastorate,  was  already  in  use 
when  Walter  arrived  on  the  scene.  I  attended 
church  with  Walter  in  the  new  church  in  August 
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1942  during  revival  services  with  the  Rev.  J.  El- 
wood  Carroll  of  the  Leaksville  Methodist  Church 
preaching.  Early  in  the  morning  on  September  19, 
1943,  the  day  of  the  Pelham  Church  dedication, 
Dr.  C.R.  Wharton  died  which  saddened  the  hearts 
of  the  whole  community. 

About  two  weeks  after  Walter  went  to  Ruffin,  he 
sensed  the  need  for  recreational  facilities  for  the 
young  people  of  the  community.  Recent  wartime 
restrictions  on  gasoline  and  tires  had  its  effect  on 
everyone,  and  especially  the  young  people  who 
were  vacationing  from  school,  and  who,  all  at  once 
found  themselves  with  no  way  to  go  anywhere  and 
nothing  to  do  in  the  evenings.  Walter  converted 
the  parsonage  back  yard  into  a  playground  for  the 
young  people.  At  his  own  expense,  he  bought  out- 
side lighting  equipment  and  installed  it;  he  bought 
plywood  for  table  tennis;  set  up  a  badminton  court; 
arranged  for  horseshoe  pitching,  etc.  This  program 
provided  a  scheduled  time  and  place  for  recrea- 
tional activities.  It  was  very  active  during  the  first 
summer  and  part  of  the  second  summer. 

During  the  late  months  of  1942,  Mrs.  E.L.  Wright 
made  a  large  service  flag  and  presented  it  to  the 
Ruffin  Church.  She  appliqued  blue  stars  onto  the 
flag-  one  star  for  each  of  the  young  men  from  the 
church  as  well  as  the  local  community  who  were 
serving  our  country  in  such  troubled  times.  In  all 
there  were  approximately  forty  stars  onthe  flag. 
Shortly  after  the  flag  presentation,  she  was  sad- 
dened by  the  task  of  adding  a  gold  star  in  memory 
of  Clyde  Saunders,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  T.I.  Saun- 
ders ,  who  had  given  his  life  for  his  country.  Even 
though  Saunders  was  not  a  member  of  our  church, 
the  church  served  the  community  and  he  had  been 
a  member  of  the  immediate  community  through- 
out his  life.  Some  weeks  later  our  church  had  a 
special  memorial  service  for  him. 

Easter  1944  marked  a  date  in  the  progress  of 
the  Ruffin  Church.  Members  of  the  church  contrib- 
uted money  toward  the  purchase  of  the  first  Meth- 
odist Hymnals,  given  in  memory  or  in  honor  of  var- 
ious loved  ones.  These  new  hymnals  were  a  great 
improvement  over  the  old  Cokesbury  song  books 
and  offered  a  wider  variety  in  church  music  and 
enabled  the  congregation  to  have  more  effective 
and  participating  services. 

Easter  of  1944  marked  the  date  of  the  giftof  the 
lighted  cross,  by  Sara  W.  Edmondson  in  memory 
of  her  father  W.H  Wariner.  Walter  ordered  the 
cross  from  the  Methodist  Publishing  House  early 
enough  for  it  to  arrive  before  Easter.  He  haunted 


the  post  office  after  every  mail  delivery  for  several 
days,  and  finally,  on  Saturday  before  Easter  Sun- 
day, the  package  arrived  on  train  no.  36  about 
noon  He  was  so  happy  and  relieved  that  the  cross 
did  arrive  in  time  to  use  it  for  the  Easter  service. 
We  drove  over  to  the  church  to  unpack  and  hang  it 
Herbert  Smith  came  into  the  church  just  after  we 
got  there  and  began  helping  Walter  unpack  and 

assemble  it  Someway  somehow-  Smith 

broke  one  of  the  pieces  of  glass  that  fitted  into  the 
frame.  I  never  saw  him  as  outdone  with  himself  as 

at  that  moment!  He  was  just  plain  sick!!  And  

Walter's  feathers  fell  flat'!  It  was  purely  acciden- 
tal, but  no  amount  of  apology  could  put  the  pieces 
of  the  glass  back  together.  The  solution?  Smith 
took  Walter  along  with  the  cross  and  broken 
pieces  of  glass  to  Danville,  Va  to  the  Virginia 
Glass  Company  in  hopes  of  finding  some  type  of 
glass  for  a  replacement  The  Lord  was  on  their 
side!  Virginia  Glass  Co.  had  glass  identical  to  the 
broken  piece- they  cut  it  fitted  it  in  the  frame,  and 
two  of  the  happiest  fellows  returned  to  Ruffin  with 
the  assembled  cross  all  in  one  piece.  They  hung  it 
later  that  afternoon. 

That  evening  about  dark,  Walter  and  I  took 
Miss  Virginia  Ferrell  over  to  the  church  to  arrange 
the  Easter  lilies  on  the  communion  table.  Walter 
worked  with  the  lighting  in  order  to  get  the  proper 
effect  he  hoped  to  achieve.  He  moved  the  pulpit 
over  to  one  side,  placed  lights  inside  the  altar  rail 
to  spot  the  Easter  lilies  on  the  communion  table. 
Then,  on  Sunday  evening,  after  the  preliminaries, 
the  dome  lights  were  cut  off,  and  the  reflection  of 
the  Easter  lilies  cast  on  the  wall  under  the  lighted 
cross  made  a  most  effective,  worshipful  setting  for 
the  Easter  Meditation 

During  1944,  after  the  death  of  her  husband, 
Mrs.  Ethel  Wharton  wanted  to  present  the  Ruffin 
church  with  a  gift- a  set  of  flags.  At  a  special  service 
the  flags  were  presented  and  dedicated.  The 
United  States  flag  was  given  in  honor  of  her  son, 
Charles  Wharton,  who  was  serving  overseas  dur- 
ing World  War  IL  The  Christian  flag  was  given  in 
memory  of  her  husband,  Dr.  Charles  R.  Whartoa 

One  of  the  major  accomplishments  during  Wal- 
ter's pastorate  at  Ruffin  was  the  installation  of  the 
central  heating  system  in  the  Ruffin  church. 

During  late  1943  and  early  1944  the  oil  circula- 
tor, which  stood  in  the  northwest  front  corner  of 
the  sanctuary  and  heated  only  that  area,  began 
giving  trouble.  More  than  one  time  it  completely 
"konked"  out  during  the  worship  services,  causing 
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a  chill  to  spread  throughout  the  whole  sanctuary. 
Herbert  Smith  left  his  pew  on  more  than  one  occa- 
sion to  attend  to  the  stove— to  pump  it,  and  work 
with  it  to  get  it  back  into  operation.  Walter  has  al- 
ways been  noted  for  his  short  sermons,  but  I  didn't 
know  they  were  "windy"  enough  to  blow  out  the 
fire!!!  After  several  times  of  stove  trouble,  Walter 
called  a  meeting  of  the  trustees  at  the  parsonage  to 
discuss  the  situation  and  to  do  something  about  it 
They  began  immediately  to  canvas  members  for 
gifts  towards  a  heating  system  Also,  they  began 
exploring  the  possibility  of  the  purchase  of  a  cent- 
ral heating  system  At  that  time  heating  systems 
were  on  a  strict  "Priority  list"  which  involved 
much  red  tape,  trips  to  the  local  rationing  board, 
and  trips  to  the  War  Production  Board  in  Charlotte 
to  beg,  plead,  and  persuade  the  authorities  that 
the  heating  system  was  an  emergency  and  a  neces- 
sity. After  weeks  of  waiting,  Walter  was  greatly 
relieved  when  the  War  Production  Board  granted 
the  permit  The  heating  system  was  installed  in 
September  1944.  The  evenness  of  the  heat  added 
greatly  to  the  comfort  of  the  people  attending  the 
church  services. 

Never  could  I  forget  the  amount  of  work  that 
Walter  and  I  did  together  to  "dress  down"  and 
"dress  up"  the  parsonage  shortly  before  we  were 
married  in  1943.  Walter  called  the  parsonage 
committee  together,  showed  them  over  the  house, 
and  all  together  we  discussed  the  possibilities  of 
what  could  be  done.  The  Woman's  Society  spon- 
sored a  couple  of  church  suppers  in  the  school 
cafeteria  to  raise  money  to  help  finance  some  of 
the  proposed  renovations  and  additions. 

The  Ruffin  ladies  financed  the  living  room  and 
bedroom  projects  with  the  exception  of  the  living 
room  rug,  a  major  item,  which  the  ladies  from  the 
Pelham  church  bought  The  ladies  from  the  Hick- 
ory Grove  church  paid  for  the  dining  room  and 
kitchen  improvements. 

I  discussed  the  parsonage  improvement  plan 
with  my  school  principal,  E.  M  Macon,  who  agreed 
to  allow  me  to  count  the  parsonage  work  as  my 
community  service  project  which  I  was  required  to 
do  each  year  under  the  Vocational  Division  of  the 
State  Department  of  Education.  This  proved  to 
be  some  of  the  best  teaching  material  I  ever  did. 
The  ideas  motivated  my  home  economics  students, 
as  well  as  homemakers,  to  do  some  interior  "face- 
lifting" to  their  homes. 

We  used  the  materials  at  hand—  bought  only  one 
piece  of  furniture,  a  second-hand  curved- glass- 


front  china  cabinet  ($10.00)  and  refinished  it.  We 
refinished  other  old  pieces  of  furniture,  stripped 
dressers  and  bedsteads  of  the  "excessive  ornate 
trimmings,"  cut  the  high  headboards  off  the  bed- 
steads and  turned  them  around  to  give  a  more 
modern  look.  Walter  built  a  closet  in  one  bedroom 
and  a  cabinet  in  the  kitchen.  I  made  curtains  and 
draperies,  made  skirts  for  the  dressing  table  and 
stool,  made  a  matching  bedspread,  upholstered 
several  chairs,  and  slipcovered  the  living  room  sofa 
(it  was  still  in  use  13  years  later!)  We  painted  the 
living  room,  and  in  the  kitchen  we  painted  the 
pantry,  wall  cabinet  tables  and  chairs.  We  laid 
new  linoleum  in  the  dining  room  and  kitchen  and 
put  down  the  new  rug  in  the  living  room.  Two  an- 
tique pieces  of  furniture — a  walnut  bureau  and  a 
walnut  wash  stand,  were  sent  to  Cascade,  Va  to  a 
professional  furniture  refinisher  who  restored  them 
and  refinished  the  outside  into  two  very  beautiful 
antique  pieces. 

Walter  and  I  were  very  busy  during  a  three- 
week  period  (prior  to  our  marriage)  to  make  the 
parsonage  one  of  the  most  attractive  homes  (on 
the  inside)  of  the  older  homes  in  the  community.  A 
few  days  after  we  returned  from  our  honeymoon 
we  had  Open  House  for  all  the  members  of  the 
three  churches,  and  the  people  were  amazed  as 
well  as  pleased  at  the  transformation  made  in  their 
parsonage. 

During  the  late  summer  of  1945,  Walter  and  I, 
working  with  Mr.  Sam  Wright,  painted  the  interior 
of  the  parsonage  to  have  it  in  a  fresh  condition  for 
the  incoming  parsonage  family,  to  take  place  the 
middle  of  October  of  that  year. 

Also  during  the  late  summer  of  1945  the  Ruffin 
church  bought  and  had  installed  a  new  water  pump 
for  the  parsonage.  The  events  leading  up  to  the 
purchase  of  the  new  pump  are  too  numerous  to  in- 
clude here-would  take  a  whole  chapter  to  relate; 
therefore,  I  shall  omit  them. 

After  we  moved  from  Ruffin,  I  often  referred  to 
Walter's  pastorate  there  as  "The  Exodus."  (a)  A 
number  of  people  moved  away  to  make  their  home 
in  defense  plant  localities  where  they  could  make 
more  money,  (b)  All  the  young  men  left  to  go  into 
military  service.  The  only  two  un- attached  males 
left  in  the  community  were  Mr.  Numa  Cobb,  a  wid- 
ower of  40- plus  years,  and  "Pap"  Harrelson,  along- 
confirmed  bachelor!  (c)  Then,  there  were  the  90 
people  in  the  community  whose  funerals  Walter 
conducted  and  saw  their  bodies  laid  to  rest  in  the 
various  cemeteries.  This  was  the  largest  number 
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of  deaths  ever  occuring  in  any  of  his  pastorates 
through  the  years. 

*  *  *  *  * 

Succeeding  the  Rev.  Walter  Thompson  as  pas- 
tor of  the  Ruffin  Circuit  in  1945  was  the  Rev.  Paul 
Richard  Taylor,  the  son  of  a  longtime  minister  in 
the  Western  North  Carolina  Conference.  A  native 
of  Randolph  County  and  a  graduate  of  Elon  College 
and  Duke  University  (from  the  latter  institution  he 
received  his  bachelor  degree  in  divinity),  Rev. 
Taylor  had  served  as  a  member  of  the  conference 
for  nine  years  prior  to  coming  to  Ruffin  Circuit. 
Unfortunately  the  records  from  Rev.  Taylor's  two- 
year  pastorate  on  the  Ruffin  Circuit  do  not  survive, 
but  in  his  1968  history  Rev.  Mark  Wimmer  remark- 
ed the  following: 

In  1945  the  Thompsons  were  followed  by 
(Rev.)  Paul  Taylor,  known  for  his  evangelistic 
zeal,  musical  ability  (his  talents  at  the  piano  are 
fondly  remembered),  and  devout  bachelorhood. 
Eighteen  members  were  added  during  his  first 
year.. ..In  1946  Ruffin  had  a  grand  total  budget 
of  $2,015  and  an  active  and  inactive  member- 
ship of  256,  and  168  in  the  church  school.  One 
hundred  and  one  people  were  received  on  pro- 
fession of  faith  into  the  three  churches  of  the 
charge  during  the  two  year  pastorate  of  P.R. 
Taylor.  All  in  all,  Mr.  Taylor  left  the  impression 
that  he  was  a  high-spirited  preacher.  In  1946 
the  Vacation  Bible  School  enrollment  was  53. 
Twenty  dollars  was  given  to  the  Golden  Cross 
and  a  drive  for  funds  to  control  cancer  was  spon- 
sored by  the  church.. ..In  1946  there  were  two 
youth  Fellowship  groups  with  Mrs.  Howard 
Brooks  and  Mrs.  Fulton  Moore  as  counselors.121 
During  the  conference  year  1946-47  the  pastor's 
salary  was  $2400,  of  which  Ruffin  paid  $1073.  The 
circuit- wide  apportionments  were  divided  accord- 
ingly: Ruffin  45%,  Pelham  36%  and  Hickory 
Grove  19%. 


The  Pastorate  of  Rev.  F.  W.  Dowd  Bangle 
1947-1950 

by 

Rev.  F.W.D.  Bangle 

Note:  The  following  sketch  was  prepared  by 
Rev.  Bangle  a  number  of  years  ago,  and  he  has 
kindly  given  permission  for  it  to  be  included  as  a 
part  of  the  overall  church  history.  The  remarks  in 
parentheses  are  those  of  the  author  as  well  as  any 
notations  as  endnotes.  A  graduate  of  Duke  and 
Yale  Universities,  Rev.  Bangle  brought  to  the 
Ruffin  Circuit  a  needed  amount  of  intellect  and 
dedication  which  helped  make  his  pastorate  most 
successful.  Rev.  Bangle  is  retired  and  resides  in 
Winston- Salem,  N.  C. 

***** 

While  Christine  Broyhill  and  F.  W.  Dowd  Bangle 
served  Ruffin  Methodist  Church  (1947-1950),  Dr. 
Robert  Gamewell  Tuttle,  Jr.  held  a  revival,  at 
which  time  E.G.  Strader  decided  to  give  an  organ 
to  Ruffin  Church  in  memory  of  his  wife,  Mrs.  Lema 
Jane  Strader.  The  dedication  of  the  organ  was 
held  on  October  17, 1948,  with  Dr.  W.  A.  Lambuth, 
District  Superintendent  of  the  Greensboro  Dis- 
trict, delivering  the  dedication  sermon.  (An  organ 
recital  was  given  by  Mr.  J.  Milton  Panetti  of  Char- 
lotte on  October  10,  1948.)  Soon  thereafter,  Mrs. 
Charles  R.  Wharton,  who  had  heard  the  chimes  of 
the  Ardmore  Methodist  Church  in  Winston- Salem, 
N.  C,  decided  to  give  indoor  and  outside  amplified 
chimes  to  Ruffin  Church  in  memory  of  her  hus- 
band, Dr.  Charles  R.  Wharton  The  Rev.  Walter 
Thompson  preached  the  dedication  sermon  (on 
December  5,  1948). 

Kathyrn  Broyhill  Bangle,  the  first  child  of  Chris- 
tine and  Dowd,  was  born  in  Baptist  Hospital  in 
Winston- Salem,  N.C.  on  December  14,  1947.  She 
was  the  first  baby  born  to  a  Ruffin  preacher  in 
many  years  and  was  spoiled  by  much  attention  by 
the  church  members. 

The  first  year  (1947-1948)  of  their  three  years 
at  Ruffin  Church,  the  Bangles  shared  their  minis- 
try with  Pelham  and  Hickory  Grove  Methodist 
churches.  (With  a  membership  approaching  200 
to  whch  Rev.  Bangle  had  added  42  during  his  first 
year)  Ruffin  Church  was  made  a  station  appoint- 
ment in  1948. 

An  Easter  Sunrise  Service  in  1948  and  a  Christ- 
mas Lovefeast  were  begun  while  the  Bangles  lived 
at  Ruffin.  The  Moravians  of  Winston- Salem  and 
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Mayodan  inspired  both  of  these  innovations  of 
services  in  the  community.  (According  to  the  1968 
History,  "In  1949. ..the  attendance  at  the  Easter 
Sunrise  Service  doubled  the  previous  year  with  an 
attendance  of  264  at  the  five- thirty  service.") 

Mrs.  Jason  Collie  was  a  dedicated  youth  leader. 
Under  her  influence  we  developed  three  youth 
groups  for  fellowship  at  Ruffin  Church  on  Sunday 
evenings.  Each  was  a  large  group.  Mrs.  Ernest  L. 
Wright  was  faithful  is  providing  flowers  for  the 
church  altar  for  worship  services,  even  when  she 
had  to  return  home  to  get  some  hurry-up  arrange- 
ment 

Rev.  F.W.Dowd  Bangle  was  a  member  of  the 
Ruffin  Kiwanis  Club  and  chairman  of  the  electricity 
project  committee  established  for  securing  elec- 
tric lights  for  a  three-mile  area  near  the  Quick 
community.  He  secured  Kiwanis  Club  petitions 
and  contacted  Governor  W.  Kerr  Scott  who 
brought  electricity  to  that  three-mile  area  in  a 
short  time.  One  elderly  woman  who  was  visited  by 
Rev.  Bangle  when  she  was  sick  was  asked  by  the 
pastor  if  she  liked  her  "lights."  She  replied  that 
she  liked  the  lights,  but  she  had  to  work  hard  to 
keep  cobwebs  removed  from  her  walls  and  ceilings 
since  she  had  secured  electricity. 

Also  while  the  Bangles  were  in  Ruffin  five  more 
telephones  were  finally  secured  for  the  Ruffin  area 
We  met  at  Sheriff  Leon  Worsham's  store  and  put  a 
number  on  a  slip  of  paper.  Each  person  put  a  num- 
ber in  a  bottle.  Then  five  numbers  were  drawn.  Be- 
lieve it  or  not,  the  Methodist  preacher  got  one  of 
the  telephones  for  the  Methodist  parsonage. 

It  was  a  time  when  I  was  able  to  ride  the  mail 
routes  with  Ernest  L.  Wright  and  George  Lauder 
to  learn  where  my  church  members  lived  in  the 
Ruffin,  Mayfield,  and  Pelham  communities. 

Mrs.  Bangle,  a  soloist  with  an  interest  in  canta- 
tas; Mrs.  Berrye  Worsham,  a  graduate  in  music  in 
Greensboro;  and  John  Washburn,  a  choir  director 
with  new  ideas,  strengthened  the  choir  by  their 
helpfulness  in  cantatas  and  special  worship  serv- 
ices. 

Ruffin  Recipes,  a  cook-book  under  the  leader- 
ship of  Mrs.  William  H.  Wariner,  Sr.,  made  a  hit 
with  a  good  contribution  of  fine  foods  prepared  by 
Ruffinites.  (According  to  the  1968  History,  the 
cookbook  committee  was  composed  of  Mrs.  Jason 
Collie,  Mrs.  Dick  Stokes,  Mrs.  Wariner,  Mrs.  Ful- 
ton Moore,  Mrs.  Benton  Stacy,  and  Mrs.  Ernest 
Wright  Miss  Cora  Harrelson,  a  long-time  friend  of 
the  Ruffin  Church,  created  the  cover  for  the  book 


which  netted  over  $500.00  for  the  church  building 
fund.  Ann  Blackwell,  a  local  Baptist  and  high 
school  student  did  the  typing  for  the  book.) 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frank  Roscoe  Bramlett  and  six  of 
their  eleven  children  were  taken  into  membership 
of  Ruffin  Church  on  Mother's  Day  1949.  Eleven  of 
their  children  were  baptized  that  Sunday.  The 
Bramletts  were  pictured  in  the  Sunday  edition  of 
the  Greensboro  Daily  News  and  in  the  North  Car- 
oline Christian  Advocate.  Much  later  in  life  Preach- 
er Bangle  held  separate  funerals  for  Mrs.  and  Mr. 
Bramlett 

George  Lauder  and  Jason  Collie  went  with  Pas- 
tor Bangle  to  Duke  University  to  inquire  of  Duke 
Endowment  officials  about  aid  and  procedures  for 
building  an  educational  building  to  the  rear  of  the 
sanctuary.  Some  years  later  another  pastor,  William 
T.  Ratchford,  was  able  to  see  this  dream  realized. 

The  Bangles  had  come  to  Ruffin  Church  from 
the  Methodist  Church  at  Madison,  N.C.,  and  after 
three  years  at  Ruffin  were  appointed  to  Lee's 
Chapel  Methodist  Church  in  Greensboro,  North 
Carolina 

*  *  *  * 

One  of  the  highlights  of  Rev.  Bangle's  pastor- 
ate at  Ruffin  was  the  formation  of  the  Wesleyan 
Service  Guild  in  1948  under  the  guidance  of  Mrs. 
W.H  Wariner,  dedicated  leader  in  the  Woman's 
Society.  The  Guild  met  at  night  and  was  designed 
for  those  women  in  the  church  who,  for  whatever 
reason,  could  not  attend  an  afternoon  meeting. 
Twenty  or  so  charter  members  of  the  Guild  added 
enthusiasm  and  vigor  to  the  support  of  the  church. 
A  member  of  the  W.  S.  C.  S.,  often  the  pastor1  s  wife, 
served  as  coordinator  and  attended  meetings  of 
both  groups.  Mrs.  Jack  Carter  and  Mrs.  Charles  A. 
Wharton  served  at  the  guild's  first  president  and 
vice-president  respectively,  with  Mrs.  Dowd  Bangle 
serving  as  coordinator.  Although  the  Guild  and 
W.S.C.S.  were  separate  groups,  cooperation  was 
good  and  numerous  things  were  therefore  accom- 
plished, especially  the  recipe  book.  The  book  was 
a  great  success  and  the  damand  for  it  far  exceeded 
the  supply.122 

The  1950  Annual  Conference  appointed  the 
Rev.  William  Thomas  Ratchford  (1903-1975)  to 
the  Ruffin  Church;  he  was  to  serve  a  successful 
four-year  pastorate  on  the  station  charge.  Just 
transferred  from  the  Virginia  Conference,  Rev. 
Ratchford' s  first  appointment  in  the  Western 
North  Carolina  Conference  wac  Ruffin.  Ratchford 
was  a  dedicated  and  farsighted  pastor,  who  at 
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once  realized  that  hard  work  was  ahead  for  the 
Ruffin  Church  In  late  October  1950,  shortly  after 
arrival  in  Ruffin,  he  filed  the  following  report  to 
the  church  quarterly  conference: 

The  spiritual  state  of  our  church  is  good.  We 
are  properly  organized,  with  every  department 
and  division  staffed  with  capable  persons...  Our 


blueprints  are  making  a  report  to  us  sooa  As 
soon  as  the  plans  are  completed  we  plan  to 
make  ready  to  build.123 

Of  course,  the  building  project  was  a  priority 
of  Rev.  Bangle  and  the  congregation  as  early 
as  1948  or  1949.  In  the  spring  of  1949  George  L. 
Lauder  and  Jason  Collie  were  elected  as  treasurers 
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church  school  is...  in  the  hands  of  capable  Supt. 
Herbert  Smith  Our  teachers  are  bringing  good 
lessons,  well  prepared,  and  the  attendance  is 
most  encouraging.  We  have  had  the  past  three 
Sundays,  attendance  that  has  filled  our  sanc- 
tuary. At  each  of  the  worship  services  we  have 
had  to  open  the  doors  at  the  rear  to  make  room 
for  those  who  have  worshipped....  To  say  that 
our  choir  is  adding  more  and  more  to  the 
effectiveness  of  our  worship  is  to  pay  tribute  to 
our  organist,  Mrs.  Berrye  Worsham,  and  our 
choir  director,  Mr.  John  Washburn,  and  those 
who  make  up  the  choir.. .The  Wesleyan  Service 
Guild,  under  the  leadership  of  Miss  Irene  Pruitt, 
held  its  Annual  Banquet  ...two  weeks  ago.  Their 
work  is  progressing....Mrs.  Will  R  Wariner  is 
president  of  the  Woman's  Society...This  organ- 
ization recently  bought  for  the  parsonage  the 
oil  circulator  for  the  living  room,  and  a  bedroom 
suite  that  adds  much  to  the  comfort  and  conven- 
ience of  the  pastor  and  his  wife. 

Our  greatest  and  most  urgent  need  is  for 
more  room  for  the  various  classes  to  meet  Each 
room  that  we  have  is  crowded  to  capacity.  Those 
in  charge  of  the  planning  of  the  building  and  the 


of  the  building  fund.  Mr.  Lauder,  who,  up  to  that 
time,  had  served  as  church  treasurer,  was  succeed- 
ed in  that  position  by  Mr.  Harry  Myers.  The  initial 
goal  for  the  building  fund  was  $8,000,  although  the 
actual  cost  was  much  beyond  that  amount  eventu- 
ally.124 

Throughout  1950  the  congregation  was  solicit- 
ed for  donations  to  the  building  fund,  and  again 
the  ladies  of  the  church  showed  their  true  sense  of 
dedication  and  responsibility.  The  final  plans  for 
the  addition  were  drawn  and  approved.  On  March 
26,  1951  the  actual  construction  began  on  the 
brick  addition  to  the  rear  of  the  church.  The  final 
cost  of  the  new  addition  was  $20,000. 

The  new  addition  included  five  classrooms,  the 
pastor's  study,  fellowship  hall  and  kitchen,  attic 
area,  two  halls  and  two  staircases. 

During  1951  and  1952  funds  were  raised  to  pay 
off  the  debt  on  the  addition.  Rev.  Ratchford  re- 
ported on  July  27, 1952  that  the  debt  on  the  addi- 
tion had  been  paid  except  for  the  amount  that 
would  be  covered  by  the  grant  pledged  by  the 
Duke  Endowment  The  Duke  committment  of 
$2500  was  paid  and  the  building  was  dedicated  on 
Sunday,  June  14, 1953  with  Rev.  Herman  Duncan, 
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District  Superintendent,  and  Rev.  Ratchford  offi- 
ciating. The  church  now  had  adequate  classroom 
facilities  as  well  as  a  fellowship  hall  that  would  be 
in  much  use.125 

During  Rev.  Ratchford' s  ministry  at  Ruffin  the 
Youth  Fellowship  group  was  quite  active  with  over 
twenty  members  and  several  adult  advisers.  Sun- 
day evening  worship  services  were  instituted  in  the 
fall  of  1953  with  encouraging  results  and  attend- 
ance. Rev.  Ratchford  encouraged  his  parishioners 
to  minister  to  those  in  the  County  Home,  Jail  and 
Prison  Camp-all  located  at  Wentworth,  the  county 
seat  Services  for  the  inmates  at  those  institutions 
were  held  by  the  minister.  One  of  the  highlights  of 
this  decade  was  the  church's  interest  in  youth  min- 
istries which  culminated  in  the  licensing  of  Lin- 
wood  Wright  as  a  local  pastor  in  August  1951.  Rev. 
Ratchford' s  love  and  interest  in  the  young  people 
in  the  Ruffin  congregation  touched  the  hearts  of 
many  in  the  church  as  well  as  the  community.  Mrs. 
Ratchford' s  participation  in  the  choir  and  other 
church  activities  made  her  equally  popular.126 

Mrs.  E.C.  Wright,  Jr.  penned  the  following  ac- 
count of  one  of  Rev.  Ratchford' s  duties  while  pas- 
tor at  Ruffin: 

Mr.  Ratchford  was  a  skilled  craftsman  in 
making  and  restoring  furniture  and  many  of  the 
children  who  are  parents  now  still  have  doll 
furniture  made  by  him  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ratch- 
ford were  cat  lovers,  and  our  two  daughters, 
Pam  and  Jeanne  were  given  a  "cat  bed"  made 
by  Mr.  Ratchford  Once  when  one  of  our  beloved 
kittens  had  died  and  the  burial "  service"  was  to 
take  place  in  the  back  yard  that  afternoon  after 
church  services  the  girls  asked  Mr.  Ratchford  if 
he  would  hold  the  funeral  service.  Not  wanting 
to  honor  cat  deaths  with  a  real  funeral  service,  he 
came  by  and  talked  to  the  children  about  death 
from  a  child's  viewpoint  They  were  satisfied 
and  comforted  by  his  love  and  understanding. 
The  last  previous  sentence  could  also  apply  to 
the  attitude  in  which  the  Ruffin  Church  held  Rev. 
and  Mrs.  Ratchford 

After  four  productive  years  at  Ruffin,  Rev. 
Ratchford  was  reassigned  in  1954.  The  Rev.  Em- 
mett  E.  Hiatt  Jr.  was  appointed  by  the  Annual 
Conference  to  replace  him  A  native  of  Davidson 
County,  Rev.  Hiatt  was  a  graduate  of  High  Point 
College  and  Duke  University  (1955).  During  his 
first  year  at  Ruffin,  Rev.  Hiatt  set  a  goal  for  the 
church  to  bring  in  twenty  new  members  within  the 
year.  While  the  goal  was  not  reached,  seventeen 


were  brought  into  the  congregation-no  small  feat! 
Moreover,  the  pastor  encouraged  his  members  to 
be  more  spiritually  minded,  resulting  in  an  increase 
in  church  attendance.  Also,  as  had  Rev.  Ratchford, 
Rev.  Hiatt  encouraged  growth  and  interest  among 
the  young  people.  During  the  1954-55  conference 
year  the  church,  in  cooperation  with  the  Ruffin  Ki- 
wanis  Club,  reorganized  Boy  Scout  Troop  No.  100 
at  Ruffin  This  troop,  under  capable  leadership, 
won  numerous  awards  and  praises,  for  which  the 
congregation  could  be  justly  proud.  The  Sunday 
School  also  showed  signs  of  growth.  In  August 
1955  Sunday  School  Superintendent  George 
Lauder  reported  an  average  school  attendance  of 
eighty-seven  out  of  a  total  membership  of  135. 
The  largest  division  in  the  Sunday  School  was  that 
of  the  youth  with  forty- five  reporting.  The  total 
church  membership  stood  at  248  in  1955. 

A  major  achievement  during  Rev.  Hiatt' s  minis- 
try was  the  formation  of  the  parsonage  fund,  for  it 
was  now  obvious  that  a  new  parsonage  would  have 
to  be  considered  sometime  in  the  near  future.  Ac- 
cordingly, church  giving  increased  and  the  pastor's 
salary  was  adjusted  by  1957  to  $3800. 

Another  notable  event  during  Rev.  Hiatt' s  min- 
istry at  Ruffin  was  the  installation  and  dedication 
of  stained  glass  windows  on  June  24,  1956  with  a 
special  service.  The  sanctuary  windows  were  the 
gift  of  George  D.  Morton  in  memory  of  his  wife, 
Cornelia  Wright  Morton,  who  had  died  a  couple  of 
years  before.  The  windows  certainly  became  an 
asset  to  the  church  and  remain  among  the  build- 
ing's most  outstanding  features  and  truly  a  bless- 
ing to  the  House  of  God127 


The  Pastorate  of  Rev.  EmmettE.  Hiatt,  Jr. 
(1954-1958) 
by 

Rev.  Emmett  E.  Hiatt  Jr. 

Note:  Rev.  Emmett  E.  Hiatt  Jr.,  who  is  serving 
as  pastor  of  the  Bethel  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Hickory,  North  Carolina,  submitted  the  follow- 
ing account  of  his  four- year  pastorate  at  the  Ruffin 
Church  from  1954-1958.  The  church  wishes  to 
express  its  deepest  thanks  to  Rev.  Hiatt  for  his 
contribution  to  this  history: 

When  Mary  and  I  were  assigned  to  the  Ruffin 
Methodist  Church  it  was  our  first  appointment  in 
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RUFFIN  METHODIST  CHURCH 
1956 


the  Western  North  Carolina  Annual  Conference. 
After  finishing  our  seminary  studies  at  The  Divinity 
School  of  Duke  University,  we  went  to  Ruffin  with 
fear  and  trembling,  but  with  a  dedication  to  serve 
the  people  called  Methodist  at  Ruffin  as  our  Heav- 
enly Father  gave  us  the  grace  to  do. 

The  members  were  most  gracious  as  they  re- 
ceived us  into  the  parsonage  home,  the  church, 
and  the  community.  Being  just  out  of  seminary  I 
had  a  great  deal  to  learn  about  serving  a  small,  rural 
community  church  The  members  were  very  help- 
ful in  so  many  ways  as  we  served  as  the  parsonage 
family  from  1954-1958.  They  were  most  co-opera- 
tive in  the  meetings  of  the  church  and  in  the  wor- 
ship services.  Together  we  worked  and  worshiped, 
rejoiced  and  served  as  we  tried  to  grow  in  the  "  grace 
and  knowledge  of  our  Lord  and  Savior,  Jesus 
Christ  (2  Peter  3:18)."  Viewed  from  the  long  per- 
spective of  30  years  plus,  I  must  say  that  our  minis- 
try at  Ruffin  was  most  fruitful  in  so  many  ways.  Ah 
yes,  I  must  add  that  the  dear  friends  of  the  Ruffin 
Church  were  very  helpful  to  and  caring  for  a  young 
pastor  and  his  wife  and  family  as  we  began  our 
ministry  for  Jesus  in  the  Methodist  church. 

During  our  stay  at  Ruffin  our  oldest  son,  David 
Robert  Hiatt,  was  born  Before  we  moved  to  an- 
other appointment  in  1958  it  was  decided  to  begin 
a  building  fund  for  a  new  parsonage.  One  of  the 
ways  to  raise  funds  for  the  parsonage  was  having  a 
Baby  Contest  After  many  weeks  of  collecting  pen- 
nies, nickels  and  dimes  for  this  fund,  our  son, 
David,  was  the  first  runner-up  in  this  contest 
During  those  years,  1954-1958,  my  wife,  Mary, 


Mrs.E  E  Hiatt,  Jr.  and  son  David  (one  month), 
who  was  a  runner-up  in  a  baby  contest  held  at  the 
church.  Courtesy  of  Rev.  £  E  Hiatt,  Jr. 

was  a  member  of  the  Ruffin  Methodist  Church, 
the  W.S.C.S.,  the  Wesleyan  Service  Guild,  the 
Ruffin  Woman's  Club,  and  the  Ruffin  Garden 
Club.  As  pastor  of  the  Ruffin  Church  with  its  chal- 
lenges and  responsibilities,  I  only  had  time  to 
attend  some  of  the  meetings  of  the  W.S.C.S.  and 
be  a  member  of  the  Ruffin  Kiwanis  Club. 

As  we  shared  with  the  people  of  Ruffin  there  are 
many  occasions  and  incidents  which  are  upper- 
most in  our  memories.  There  were  times  when  we 
wept  as  they  wept  rejoiced  with  them  in  their 
moments  of  joy,  and  joined  with  them  in  the  wor- 
ship of  our  Heavenly  Father  in  the  fellowship  of 
the  Ruffin  Methodist  Church  I  remember  very 
vividly  on  one  occasion  when  I  suggested  to  some 
of  the  worship  committee  that  we  have  an  Easter 
Sunrise  Service.  There  was  some  doubt  as  to  the 
wisdom  of  having  such  an  early  morning  service  of 
worship.  Easter  Sunday  morning  came;  it  was 
raining  very  hard  that  spring  morning,  however, 
the  church  at  Ruffin  was  filled  with  the  worshipers 
who  had  come  out  to  worship  our  risen  Lord  and 
Savior. 

I  have  always  believed  that  if  a  person  trusts  the 
Lord,  the  results  will  be  both  amazing  and  wonder- 
ful. 
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The  Pastorate  of  Rev.  June  P.  Greene 
(1958-1961) 

by 

Rev.  June  P.  Greene 

Note:  The  following  is  an  essay  written  by  the 
Rev.  June  P.  Greene  in  which  he  covers  the  high- 
lights of  his  three-year  pastorate  at  the  Ruffin 
Churchfrom  1958-1961.  Rev.  Greene,  nowretired 
from  the  active  ministry  and  living  in  Olin,  North 
Carolina,  wrote  this  essay  at  the  request  of  the 
church  history  committee  and  has  graciously  given 
permission  for  it  to  be  included  in  this  publication 
The  church  expresses  its  sincere  gratitude  to  Rev. 
Greene  for  his  assistance  in  this  project 

We  moved  to  Ruffin  June  22,  1958,  one  of  the 
hottest  days  of  the  year,  on  an  open  truck.  Since  we 
were  moving  from  the  North  Carolina  Conference, 
no  one  knew  the  exact  date  of  our  coming.  We  found 
the  parsonage  locked,  the  power  off  and  the  meter 
removed.  I  finally  located  a  key  and  did  manage  to 
find  a  lineman  who  came  out  and  replaced  the 
meter  after  working  hours.  Within  six  months  we 
had  come  to  love  the  people  there  and  our  first  day 
was  something  we  could  laugh  about 

During  our  first  year  at  Ruffin  we  built  a  new 
parsonage  behind  the  church.  We  had  trouble  find- 
ing a  lot  we  could  buy  but  the  family  of  Mr.  H.L. 
Griffith  gave  the  lot  on  which  to  build.  The  need 
for  a  new  parsonage  for  the  minister  and  his  family 
was  evident  The  back  porch  floor  had  rotted  and 
fallen  in  The  commode  in  the  bathroom  had  also 
fallen  through  the  floor  and  was  held  up  by  two 
boards  laid  across  the  floor  joist  I  asked  the  trus- 
tees to  meet  at  the  parsonage  and  survey  the  situ- 
ation and  consider  the  cost  of  needed  repairs.  I 
had  not  told  them  about  the  rotting  floor  joist 
After  they  had  looked  around  inside  and  outside  I 
askd  them  to  check  underneath.  One  of  them  went 
under  as  far  as  his  size  would  allow  and  looked 
around  with  the  help  of  a  flashlight  When  he  came 
out  his  comment  was  "Hell,  we  better  just  build  a 
new  one."  They  all  agreed  with  him,  and  we  moved 
into  the  new  parsonage  in  April  of  the  next  spring. 

The  other  major  building  project  during  my 
tenure  there  was  the  remodelling  and  enlargement 
of  the  sanctuary.  I  believe  this  took  place  in  1960. 
After  the  parsonage  was  completed,  the  official 
board  approved  a  project  to  enlarge  the  sanctuary 
since  there  had  been  a  50%  growth  in  attendance 
over  the  past  two  years.  Immediately  after  the 


Building  Committee  meetings  and  a  local  contrac- 
tor had  agreed  to  do  the  work  at  cost  plus  10%,  I 
did  a  rather  foolish  thing.  When  the  educational 
building  was  constructed  some  years  prior  the 
contractors  had  framed  in  an  area  immediately 
behind  the  chancel  for  future  enlargement  of  the 
sanctuary.  This  required  that  the  wall  and  a  fur- 
nace flue  as  well  as  the  chancel  rail  be  removed. 
After  I  left  that  final  meeting  on  a  Sunday  night  I 
began  to  wonder  if  the  Building  Committee  would 
proceed  with  the  project  immediately  or  would 
they  let  it  drag  on  and  on  So,  I  decided  to  make 
sure  they  could  not  delay  it  When  the  congregation 
came  in  the  next  Sunday  morning  they  were  sur- 
prised, to  say  the  least  to  find  the  wall  and  flue 
behind  the  chancel  and  the  chancel  rail  removed.  I 
had  spent  the  week  working  on  it  alone.  After  a  few 
muttered  "hells"  and  other  words  by  some  of  the 
male  members,  the  congregation  had  a  good  laugh 
over  what  I  had  done.  I  had  a  good  relationship 
with  the  congregation  and  it  was  sure  put  to  the 
test  that  time. 

The  church  experienced  considerable  growth 
during  that  three-year  period.  One  of  the  most 
amusing  incidents  of  my  career  occurred  during 
my  first  year  there.  I  have  always  believed  in  the 
value  of  pastoral  visiting,  and  on  one  of  my  visits 
one  afternoon  I  found  the  home  of  one  of  my  inac- 
tive members.  He  and  his  family  were  grading  and 
tying  tobacco  when  I  arrived.  I  introduced  myself 
and  having  been  a  tobacco  worker  and  grower  for  a 
few  years,  I  sat  down  and  helped  them  with  their 
work  for  awhile.  At  an  appropriate  time  I  told  him 
why  I  had  come.  "I  found  your  name  on  our  church 
membership  roll  and  I  just  wanted  to  come  by  and 
get  acquainted."  'Tm  not  a  member  of  that  church," 
he  replied.  "Well,  I  find  your  name  on  our  roll,"  I 
answered.  "Hell,  I  ain't  never  been  inside  that 
church,"  he  said.  I  let  the  issue  drop  after  we  both 
had  a  good  laugh  over  the  situation 

There  were  other  events  that  occurred  during 
my  ministry  at  Ruffin  1 9 5  9  was  the  year  of  the  big 
snows-one  every  Wednesday  for  three  weeks. 
Judy  Carter,  age  12,  was  killed  during  that  snowy 
period  when  she  rode  a  sled  into  the  road  about  a 
hundred  yards  past  the  old  parsonage  and  was  hit 
by  a  car.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Clem  Carter.  The  outdoor  bulletin  board  sign  in 
front  of  the  church  was  erected  in  her  memory. 
Linda  Lauder  was  injured  in  the  same  accident 
which  was  a  traumatic  experience  for  all  of  us.  In 
September  of  1959,  a  train  hit  my  car,  which  had 
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stalled  on  the  track,  and  carried  it  more  than  half  a 
mile  down  the  tracks  completely  demolishing  it 
Some  of  the  members  of  the  Ruffin  Church  were 
among  the  gathered  crowd  when  I  finally  arrived 
on  the  scene.  It  was  10:00  pm  on  a  Saturday  night 
and  they  were  searching  the  remnants  of  the  car 
for  the  remnants  of  me. 

Our  three  years  at  Ruffin  were  good  ones  in 
many  ways.  The  congregation  loved  us  and  sup- 
ported us  beyond  all  expectations. 

Those  bonds  of  love  and  affection  remain 
today. 

*  *  * 

Before  publication  of  this  history,  the  Ruffin 
Church  and  community  were  saddened  by  the  death 
of  Reverend  Greene  on  September  5,  1989,  after 
approximately  a  year's  illness  with  cancer. 

As  previously  mentioned,  in  1958  the  Ruffin 
Church  resolved  to  construct  a  new  parsonage  to 
replace  the  one  built  in  1915,  which  had  gradually 
fallen  into  disrepair.  The  parsonage  fund,  begun 
under  the  ministry  of  Rev.  Hiatt,  had  grown  over 
the  last  several  years  with  George  Lauder  as  its 
treasurer.  On  Friday  evening,  September  5, 1958 
the  church  board  met  and  decided  unanimously  to 
recommend  to  the  Quarterly  Conference  that  the 
church  build  a  new  parsonage  if  a  suitable  location 
could  be  obtained.  The  church  had  already  been 
offered  a  lot  directly  behind  the  present  church 
property  for  the  new  parsonage  and  the  board  re- 
commended that  the  offer  be  accepted  The  Quar- 
terly Conference  of  the  Ruffin  Church  approved  of 
the  plans  and  recommendations  of  the  church 
board  on  September  28, 1958.  The  conference  ap- 
proved the  borrowing  of  funds  with  which  to  pay 
up  to  one  half  of  the  total  cost  of  the  project  In  ad- 
dition, the  trustees  were  authorized  to  sell  a  por- 
tion of  the  old  Penile  Church  property  in  the  Law- 
sonville  community,  which  the  Ruffin  Church  had 
acquired  in  1950,  with  the  proceeds  from  such  sale 
being  applied  to  the  cost  of  the  parsonage. 128 

On  October  9, 1958  the  Ruffin  Church  received 
from  the  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harry  L.  Griffith 
a  lot  directly  behind  the  existing  church  property. 
The  lot  was  approximately  three-fourths  of  an 
acre  in  size.  (It  will  be  stated  that  it  was  the  par- 
ents of  the  Griffith  children  who  gave  the  property 
for  the  present  church  in  1937.)  The  trustees 
accepting  the  new  parsonage  site  were  Harry 
Myers,  Herbert  Smith  and  Frances  Stokes.129 


A  parsonage  building  committee  was  establish- 
ed with  Herbert  Smith,  E.C.  Wright  George 
Lauder,  Esther  R.  Chandler  and  Rev.  J.P.  Greene 
serving  as  members.  On  November  21,  1958  the 
parsonage  committee  chose  local  contractor  Otis 
Jackson  to  build  the  parsonage;  the  contract  signed 
by  both  parties  gave  the  specifications  for  the  new 
building.  Plans  called  for  a  one- story  brick  resi- 
dence with  a  forced- air  oil  furnance  and  a  small 
front  porch  with  wrought  iron  columns.  The  cost  of 
constructing  the  parsonage  would  be  $12,950;  the 
contractor  was  allowed  one  hundred  working  days 
for  construction.  The  completed  parsonage  was 
occupied  in  April  of  1959.  The  old  parsonage, 
which  had  been  sold  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frank  Carter 
in  December  1958,  still  stands  today  (1989)  as  a 
reminder  of  Ruffin  Church's  long  heritage.  In  June 
1960  the  church  secured  a  deed  of  trust  with 
which  to  pay  the  remaining  debt  on  the  parsonage 
and  other  necessities.  The  debt  was  retired  in 
November  1967  and  the  parsonage  was  dedicated 
in  March  1968. 130 

The  construction  of  the  new  parsonage  was  fol- 
lowed quite  quickly  by  the  enlarging  and  remodel- 
ing of  the  sanctuary,  as  already  cited  by  Rev. 
Greene,  in  1960.  This  project  greatly  increased 
the  space  and  use  of  the  sanctuary  and  was  made 
possible  through  the  aid  of  members  and  friends, 
and  especially  Rev.  Greene,  who  pushed  the  pro- 
ject toward  completion. 

The  Rev.  Francis  S.  McFarland,  who  was  ap- 
pointed to  the  Ruffin  Church  in  1961,  began  in 
earnest  to  organize  the  church's  functions  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  Methodist  Discipline.  Rev. 
Francis  Smithwick  McFarland  was  a  native  of 
Kernersville,  North  Carolina  and  a  graduate  of 
Lenoir  Rhyne  College.  At  the  first  quarterly  con- 
ference held  at  Ruffin  after  his  arrival  there  Rev. 
McFarland  reported  "We  have  started  a  program 
to  fully  organize  all  of  the  commissions  of  the 
church...  We.. .request. .that  this  quarterly  confer- 
ence establish  a  Commission  of  Stewardship  & 
Finance  and  a  Commission  on  Worship.... The  pas- 
tor hopes  that  through  the  development  of  a  full 
program  in  the  work  of  the  commissions,  that 
many  new  laymen  will  find  an  outlet  in  the  work  of 
the  church."131 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  McFarland  became  active  in 
many  functions  of  the  Ruffin  Church.  The  pastor 
was  much  concerned  with  the  educational  program 
of  the  local  church.  He  taught  the  Men's  Bible 
Class  and  taught  courses  in  Methodism  and  in 
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courtship  and  marriage.  Mrs.  McFarland  taught 
the  Young  Adult  Bible  Class.  He  was  also  gravely 
concerned  with  the  church's  financial  status  and 
tried  to  improve  the  situation  with  sermons  dealing 
with  stewardship.  In  addition,  Rev.  McFarland 
directed  the  Methodist  Youth  Fellowship  with  the 
aid  of  Ricky  French  and  Mrs.  Herbert  Smith  Other 
efforts  were  directed  toward  increasing  the  church 
membership,  now  in  decline.132 

Attention  was  focused  upon  the  physical  facili- 
ties of  the  church  A  source  of  much  concern  was 
the  fellowship  hall  in  the  basement  which  was  ex- 
periencing water  problems.  Other  minor  repairs 
were  also  needed  throughout  the  building.  In  1963 
the  official  board  gave  approval  for  the  remodel- 
ing of  the  kitchen  and  the  fellowship  hall  "Through 
the  work  and  dedication  of  a  special  'Finance  Com- 
mittee' over  $5000  (was)  pledged  so  this  project, 
to  be  paid  within  a  12  month  period  Because  of  this 
committee's  interest  and  success,  the  church  was 
able  to  meet  the  requirements  set  by  Dr.  Ralph 
Flowers,  of  Hickory,  N.C.,  and. .received  his  (dona- 
tion) ...  of  $1500."  In  this  project  the  W.S.C.S.  and 
the  Guild  expressed  great  interest  and  support 
Both  organizations,  combined,  contributed  over 
$1000  to  the  project,  which  when  completed,  was 
a  great  asset  to  the  Ruffin  Church.133 

Also  a  matter  of  considerable  concern  to  the 
church  was  the  Ruffin  Community  Cemetery  and 


its  continued  upkeep.  In  March  1962  the  Ruffin 
Church  Finance  Committee  asked  that  a  committee 
be  appointed  to  study  the  situation.  The  following 
month  saw  the  creation  of  the  following  resolution 
which  was  passed  by  the  church  quarterly  confer- 
ence: 

SPECIAL  RESOLUTION 

TO  THE  QUARTERLY  CONFERENCE  IN 
SESSION:    RUFFIN  METHODIST  CHURCH 

Ruffin,  North  Carolina  April  1,  1962 

Whereas  the  Community  Cemetery  of  Ruffin, 
North  Carolina,  located  behind  the  ball-field  of 
the  Ruffin  High  School,  has  no  governing  authority 
for  its  continual  upkeep: 

And,  whereas  a  great  deal  of  concern  has  been 
shown  by  various  people  of  the  Ruffin  Community 
for  such  authority  to  be  established; 

And,  whereas  the  Ruffin  Methodist  Church  is 
the  only  institution  in  the  Ruffin  Community  that 
could  develop  such  authority  that  might  be  legal 
and  binding; 

Be  it  therefore  resolved: 

1.  That  the  Ruffin  Methodist  Church  in  Quarter- 
ly session,  establish  a  Ruffin  Community  Cem- 
etery Trusteeship. 

2.  That  this  Trusteeship  be  made  up  of,  not  less 
than  three  (3)  members,  2  from  the  Ruffin 
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Community,  and  1  from  the  Ruffin- Stacy  com- 
munity. 

3.  That  these  trustees  be  elected  for  a  period  of 
three  (3)  years. 

4.  That  the  "Trusteeship"  be  allowed  to  make 
recommendations,  after  the  completion  of 
their  respective  terms,  to  the  nomination  of 
new  members  of  said  "Trusteeship";  such  rec- 
ommendations would  in  no  way  be  binding  on 
nominations  from  the  floor  of  the  Quarterly 
Conference  or  in  the  final  elections. 

5.  That  the  duties  of  said  "Trusteeship"  be  as 
follows- subject  to  the  actions  of  any  Quarterly 
Conference  of  the  Ruffin  Methodist  Church. 

a)  The  "Trusteeship"  be  authorized  to  ac- 
cept donations  for  the  up-keep  of  the 
Ruffin  Community  Cemetery.  These 
funds  shall  be  kept  in  the  bank  and 
expended  by  authority  of  all  members  of 
the  "Trusteeship". 

b.  The  "Trusteeship"  shall  be  authorized 
to  employ  whatever  personnel  is  required 
to  keep  the  cemetery  in  good  condition 

c.  The  "Trusteeship  Committee"  shall  be 
required  to  keep  proper  books  on  all 
donations,  and  expenses,  and  shall  make 
a  full  financial  report  to  each  Fourth 
Quarterly  Conference  of  the  Ruffin  Meth- 
odist Church 


6.  Finally;  the  "Trusteeship"  shall  in  no  way 
place  any  financial  burden  upon  the  Ruffin 
Methodist  Church,  and  its  only  relationship  to 
the  church  will  be  for  its  continuation,  and  to 
make  financial  reports.134 

Music  continued  to  play  an  important  role  in 
the  church.  Mrs.  McFarland  with  the  assistance 
of  Mrs.  Florence  Wharton  and  Margaret  Anna 
Smith,  developed  an  active  and  dedicated  youth 
choir.  Miss  Smith,  the  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Herbert  Smith,  was  a  great  motivating  force  in  the 
youth  choir  and  later  in  the  adult  choir,  where  her 
abilities  as  soloist  have  been  much  appreciated135 

Rev.  McFarland  was  felled  by  a  serious  illness 
during  his  third  year  at  Ruffin  His  activities  there- 
after were  greatly  limited  The  illness  was  so  severe 
that  he  was  forced  to  retire  from  active  ministry  at 
the  close  of  his  third  year  at  Ruffin.  In  fact  the  pas- 
tor was  unable  to  fill  his  pulpit  for  most  of  the  1963- 
1964  conference  year.  Two  retired  ministers  of 
the  Western  North  Carolina  Conference:  Revs. 
CO.  Kennerley  and  J.B.  Tabor,  Jr.  filled  the 
pulpit  much  of  this  time.  Despite  the  pastor's  ill- 
ness the  church  continued  to  pay  and  otherwise 
support  the  pastoral  family  throughout  the  1963- 
1964  conference  year.  From  January  through 
June  1964  Rev.  J.B.  Tabor,  Jr.  filled  the  Ruffin 
pulpit  Rev.  Tabor's  father  served  the  Ruffin  Cir- 
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cuit  as  pastor  some  seventy  years  before.  Mrs. 
Tabor  wrote  of  her  husband' s  experience  at  Ruffin 
in  1964  and  noted  that,  "I  attended  services  (there) 
also,  and  met  some  mighty  fine  people...  It  was  a 
meaningful  experience  for  us."  The  able  lay  lead- 
ers of  the  church  rendered  considerable  service 
during  this  difficult  time  for  the  pastor  and  his 
family.136 

Rev.  McFarland,  many  years  after  he  left  Ruffin, 
recalled  his  pastorate  there:  "I  had  a  complete 
break- down  there  that  caused  me  to  have  to  retire 
from  the  active  ministry...  A  shock...  but  God  had  a 
purpose.  He  used  my  weakness  to  prepare  me  for 
later  service.  Ruffin  has  always  been  dear  to  us... 
they  supported  us  when  I  was  at  my  lowest.,  their 
love,  their  concern  and  their  prayers  saw  me  through 
And  though  we  never  returned,  our  thoughts  have 
always  been  there  with  the  dear  people."137 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  McFarland,  as  of  this  writing,  re- 
side in  Wales,  where  he  serves  as  associate  minis- 
ter in  a  nine- point  charge  of  the  Welsh  Methodist 
Church 

In  1964  the  Annual  Conference  appointed  the 
Rev.  Mark  Wimmer  to  replace  the  ailing  Rev.  Mc- 
Farland. Rev.  Wimmer  was  a  native  of  Dry  Fork, 
Virginia  and  a  graduate  of  Candler  School  of  The- 
ology. During  the  five  years  that  Rev.  Wimmer 
pastored  the  Ruffin  Church  numerous  memorial 
gifts  were  made  such  as  new  hymnals,  a  baptismal 
font,  and  a  parament  set  to  complement  the  new 
altar.  Walkways  around  the  church  were  built  in 
1965  and  the  church  was  air-conditioned  in  1967 
at  the  cost  of  $2000.  In  1969  a  steeple  for  the  church 
building  was  presented  in  memory  of  Mr.  J.  Berrye 
Worsham  by  his  family.138 

In  1965  a  practice  was  developed  whereby  in 
lieu  of  flowers  for  funerals,  members  of  the  church 
would  make  donations  in  memory  of  the  deceased 
to  any  one  of  the  various  funds  in  the  church  such 
as  the  cemetery,  piano,  flower,  building,  memorial 
and  general  funds.  This  was  clearly  a  much  more 
meaningful  way  of  remembering  those  who  had 
passed  on  to  the  Church  Triumphant  The  practice 
continues  to  the  credit  of  the  many  members  and 
friends  of  Ruffin  Church139 

Despite  its  decline  in  membership,  the  Woman's 
Society  continued  to  be  active  at  Ruffin  Church 
Among  its  varied  activities  included  the  sponsor- 
ing of  a  turkey  dinner  in  October  1967  with  noted 
Superior  Court  Judge  Allen  Gwynn  of  Reidsville 
as  speaker.  The  Woman's  Society,  under  the  dedi- 
cated leadership  of  Mrs.  Jason  Collie,  tried  to  re- 


cruit new  members  in  the  face  of  losing  many  in 
death,  but  in  September  1969  the  society  voted  to 
disband.140 

Rev.  Wimmer  was  most  concerned  throughout 
his  ministry  with  putting  the  church  on  a  sound 
financial  basis.  In  June  1966  he  issued  the  follow- 
ing report  of  Ruffin  congregation's  total  giving  for 
the  years  1954-1966: 

1954-  $  7,094  1960-  $10,593 

1955-  $  6,713  1961-  $10,540 

1956-  $  7,406  1962-  $12,443 

1957-  $  5,290  1963-  $12,855 

1958-  $  6,586  1964-  $10,864 

1959-  $13,346  1965-  $12,578 

1960-  $10,346  1966-  $13,207141 
One  will  immediately  notice  the  marked  increase 

in  giving  during  the  late  1950s  and  again  during 
the  early  1960s.  No  doubt  this  is  related  to  the 
parsonage  project  and  the  basement  remodeling 
respectively.  By  March  1965  the  indebtedness  on 
the  basement  was  liquidated. 

One  of  the  many  highlights  of  Rev.  Wimmer"  s 
ministry  at  Ruffin  was  the  Church- Wide  School  of 
Missions,  which  was  held  in  cooperation  with  the 
Mount  Carmel  Church,  whose  pastor  was  the 
popular  Rev.  Wade  Bustle.  Schools  were  held  in 
the  fall  of  both  1966  and  1967  in  an  effort  to  in- 
crease the  congregations'  awareness  of  the  world 
beyond  the  church  sanctuary. 

Music  has  played  an  important  part  in  the  life  of 
the  Ruffin  Church  That  observation  could  readily 
be  seen  during  the  Wimmers'  stay  at  Ruffin  Mrs. 
J.B.  Worsham  continued  to  serve  in  the  most  self- 
less manner  as  church  organist  (prior  to  1948  she 
had  served  as  pianist)  though  she  was  now  assisted 
by  Mrs.  Florence  Dowdy  Wharton,  daughter-in-law 
of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  C.R  Wharton.  Mrs.  Worsham  con- 
tinued to  serve  as  church  organist  almost  until  her 
death  in  1969,  at  which  time  Mrs.  Wharton  became 
organist 

Ruffin  Church  was  indeed  blessed  to  have  the 
services  of  Mrs.  Florence  Wharton  as  organist  As 
early  as  1960  she  had  been  substituting  for  Mrs. 
Worsham,  and  together  they  had  been  most  suc- 
cessful in  organizing  and  presenting  cantatas  and 
similar  such  programs  during  holidays.  The  pro- 
grams were  always  of  the  highest  caliber  due  to 
their  joint  efforts.  During  the  Wimmers'  stay  at 
Ruffin  Mrs.  Wimmer  worked  tirelessly  and  with 
dedication  in  the  musical  aspects  of  the  church142 

From  1969  until  her  untimely  death  in  1989 
Mrs.  Wharton  devoted  much  of  her  busy  schedule 
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to  promoting  the  musical  ministry  of  the  church  as 
its  organist  A  close  friend  of  Mrs.  Wharton  summed 
up  her  many  years  of  dedication  to  the  church; 
She  had  faithfully  studied  the  organ  technique 
and  practiced  many  hours  in  the  home.  She 
added  much  to  the  worship  service  by  correlat- 
ing the  music  to  the  theme  of  the  sermon.  She 
planned  ahead  for  each  time  she  played  from 
prelude  through  the  benediction  She  also  gave 
generously  of  her  time  and  talent  at  weddings, 
funerals  and  other  church  and  community  ac- 
tivities.143 

Of  such  is  the  dedicated  church  musician.  Her 
place  in  the  Ruffin  congregation  can  never  be  ade- 
quately filled. 

Nineteen  sixty- eight  was  an  important  year  in 
the  life  of  the  Ruffin  Church  for  it  marked  the  dedi- 


EASTER 1968 


cation  of  the  parsonage  and  the  publishing  of  the 
first  bound  church  history,  which  has  served  as  the 
basis  for  this  present  volume.  After  the  debt  on 
the  parsonage  had  been  retired  in  November  1967, 
plans  were  made  to  dedicate  the  pastor^ s  home. 
On  March  31, 1968  the  dedication  service  was  held 
at  an  afternoon  service  on  the  front  lawn  of  the  par- 
sonage. The  morning' s  sermon  that  day  was  given 
by  the  Rev.  June  Greene,  who  played  an  important 
role  in  the  building  of  the  parsonage.  Rev.  W.T. 
Ratchford,  pastor  during  the  educational  building 
project,  delivered  the  dedicatory  message  that 
afternoon  Rev.  J.W.  Fowler,  who  was  a  guiding 
force  during  the  drive  to  clear  the  present  sanctu- 
ary from  debt  in  the  1930s,  delivered  the  evening' s 
sermon  They  and  the  present  minister,  Rev.  Wim- 
mer,  symbolized  that  day  the  continuity  of  the 


Ruffin  Church  for  each  had  been  there  when  a 
major  project  was  being  undertaken144 

During  1967-1968  Rev.  Wimmerhad  been  delv- 
ing into  the  fragmentary  history  of  the  church.  He 
not  only  interviewed  older  church  members,  but 
he  also  scanned  old  church  records  and  talked  with 
former  pastors.  With  the  interest  that  few  ministers 
possess,  Rev.  Wimmer  was  able  to  compile,  at  his 
own  expense,  a  creditable  account  of  the  history  of 
Ruffin  Church.  It  was  good  that  he  pushed  the  pro- 
ject to  fruition  for  within  a  few  years  most  of  the 
older  church  members  that  were  interviewed  had 
passed  away. 

In  the  church  history,  which  Rev.  Wimmer 
brought  down  to  the  present  time,  he  recalled 
some  of  his  own  personal  experiences  while  at 


Dedication  of  Parsonage,  March  31,  1968. 
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Ruffin,  among  which  was  the  following  humorous 
episode: 

One  day  the  lightning  struck  a  poplar  tree  at 
the  corner  of  the  parsonage  lot  and  strewed  bark 
to  the  parsonage  and  almost  knocked  the  pastor 
out  of  the  house.  When  the  storm  was  over,  he 
went  out  and  heard  (his  neighbor)  Tom  Little- 
john  say,  "That  lightning  sure  was  getting  close 
to  my  dogs."  The  dog  lot  diagonally  joins  the 
parsonage  lot145 

Rev  Wimmer  wrote  that  in  1968  the  church  had 
200  members,  a  budget  of  approximately  $14,000 
and  an  average  Sunday  school  attendance  of  75. 

Following  Rev.  Wimmer  as  pastor  after  the 
1969  Annual  Conference  was  Rev.  Edgar  Fletcher 
Pepper,  Jr.,  a  High  Point  native  and  a  graduate  of 
High  Point  and  Westminster  colleges.  Rev.  Pepper 
arrived  to  find  a  church  in  sound  financial  shape 
with  the  physical  facilities,  including  the  parson- 
age, in  good  condition  Rev.  Pepper  emphasized 
evangelism  during  his  four- year  pastorate.  Though 
the  Woman's  Society  had  disbanded  the  Wesleyan 
Service  Guild  maintained  an  active  schedule  of 
events  during  the  church  year.  The  Guild  sponsor- 
ed bazaars,  suppers  and  bake  sales  as  well  as  other 
fund-raising  projects.146 

In  February  1971  at  the  suggestion  of  Rev.  Pep- 
per a  church- hour  nursery  began  with  the  ladies  of 
the  church  taking  turns.  This  and  other  efforts 
made  church  services  more  accessible  for  young 
families. 

During  the  Lenten  season  of  1971  Mrs.  Lloyd 
Thacker,  with  the  assistance  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Charles  Hamrick,  conducted  a  successful  Bible 
study  which  truly  introduced  the  Easter  spirit  into 
the  community  that  year.  The  pastor  also  encour- 
aged other  study  activities  and  on  numerous  oc- 
casions delivered  daily  meditations  on  WFRC- 
AM  in  Reidsville.147 

In  July  1971  the  church  established  a  fund  rais- 
ing committee  in  the  hopes  of  not  only  increasing 
the  congregational  tithing  but  also  outside  dona- 
tions. The  committee  was  chaired  by  Mrs.  Geneva 
Ellwanger  and  composed  of  E.  C.  Wright  Carroll 
Ellwanger,  George  Lauder,  J.J.  Worsham,  Charles 
Dalton,  Margaret  Cobb,  Dorothy  Collie,  Evelyn 
Jones,  Louise  Strader  and  Elizabeth  Thacker.148 

A  highlight  of  Rev.  Pepper' s  pastorate  at  Ruffin 
took  place  on  January  7,  1973  with  the  organiza- 
tional meeting  of  the  United  Methodist  Women 
(U.M.W.).  With  the  formation  of  the  United  Meth- 
odist Church  in  1968  a  movement  to  replace  the 


W.S.C.S.  and  the  Guild  in  all  churches  began. 
While  the  W.S.C.S.  chapter  at  Ruffin  was  inactive 
at  this  time,  the  Guild,  under  the  leadership  of  Mrs. 
Marie  Wright,  was  still  active.  The  new  organiza- 
tion was  presided  over  by  Mrs.  Geneva  Ellwanger 
who  served  as  the  first  president  The  Ruffin 
U.M.W.  would  be  organized  into  three  small 
groups,  according  to  the  working  schedules  and 
other  characteristics  of  its  members.  Each  group 
chose  a  project  for  the  first  year.  Projects  included 
welcoming  newcomers  into  the  community,  receiv- 
ing donations  for  the  church  flower  fund,  prepar- 
ing food  for  special  church  programs,  and  sending 
meals  to  homes  on  occasion  As  in  nearly  all 
churches,  the  women  of  Ruffin  became  the  back- 
bone of  the  congregation  through  their  many 
activities.149 

Rev.  John  L  Taylor  was  appointed  to  the  Ruffin 
Church  in  the  summer  of  1973.  Rev.  Taylor  was 
the  first  bachelor  minister  that  Ruffin  had  had  in 
nearly  thirty  years.  Very  quickly  Rev.  Taylor  as- 
sessed the  situation  at  Ruffin  and  came  to  the  con- 
clusion that  the  young  people  needed  to  be  organ- 
ized into  a  functioning  body  if  the  church  were  to 
thrive.  On  July  10,  1973  Rev.  Taylor  reorganized 
the  Methodist  Youth  Fellowship  at  Ruffin  Church 
Although  the  group  was  active  for  only  a  few  years, 
a  number  of  accomplishments  were  made.  During 
1973-1974  the  MY.F.  raised  over  $200  for  the 
Empty  Stocking  Fund  in  the  Reidsville  area.150 

Rev.  Taylor  also  encouraged  stewardship  and 
giving  from  within  the  congregation.  Fund  raising 
events  such  as  stews  were  held  in  the  summer  of 
1973  and  1974  with  great  success.  The  women  of 
the  church  remained  a  vital  part  of  the  church 
structure  and  through  their  efforts  much  revenue 
for  the  congregation  was  garnered.151 

Among  the  keynote  events  of  Rev.  Taylor's  two 
years  at  Ruffin  was  the  celebration  of  a  century  of 
service  by  the  Ruffin  Methodist  Church  sponsored 
by  the  U.MW.  A  special  service  was  held  on  Sun- 
day, October  13,  1974  to  commemorate  the  oc- 
casion The  Rev.  W.  T.  Ratchford,  a  former  pastor, 
returned  to  deliver  the  morning  sermon  Little  did 
anyone  suspect  that  within  three  months  Rev. 
Ratchford  would  be  the  victim  of  a  fatal  heart 
attack  The  church  history  committee  prepared  a 
brief  history  of  the  church  for  the  celebration152 

Rev.  Taylor  ended  his  bachelorhood  while  at 
Ruffin  in  December  1974  when  he  married  Louise 
Faye  Walker,  a  teacher  in  the  Danville  school 
system  The  Ruffin  congregation  welcomed  her 
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into  the  church  family. 

When  in  December  1974  Rev.  Taylor  issued  his 
annual  report  concerning  the  condition  of  the 
church,  he  concluded: 

Church  attendance  is  poor  and  there  is  a 

great  deal  of  apathy.  If  church  attendance  is  to 

improve  much  work  will  have  to  be  done  in 

1975.153 

Through  Rev.  Taylor's  efforts,  attendance  did 
improve  and  the  apathy  somewhat  subsided.  He 
left  a  stronger  Ruffin  Church  in  1975. 

Succeeding  Rev.  Taylor  in  June  1975  was  the 
Rev.  Cleveland  Strange  Duke,  Jr.,  a  graduate  of 
Pfeiffer  College  and  a  student  at  the  Southeastern 
Seminary  at  Wake  Forest,  North  Carolina.  Rev. 
Duke  graduated  from  the  latter  institution  while 
pastor  at  Ruffin  Rev.  Duke  and  his  family  quickly 
became  popular  in  both  the  church  and  communi- 
ty. Mrs.  Duke  became  a  mathematics  instructor  at 
Rockingham  County  Senior  High  School  and,  in 
addition,  was  appointed  choir  director  for  the 
church  She  still  holds  both  positions  and  also  sub- 
stitutes as  organist  on  occasion  Rev.  Duke  encour- 
aged more  interest  in  the  music  ministry  of  the 
church  which  culminated  in  the  purchase  of  a  new 
piano  for  the  sanctuary.  He  also  began  a  series  of 
newsletters  known  as  "The  Lamplighter,"  a  publi- 
cation which  was  very  well  received.  The  news- 
letter contained  church  news  of  interest,  mini- 
sermons,  catechisms,  poems  and  other  items  of 
religious  matter.154 

The  women  of  the  church,  as  usual,  were  largely 
concerned  with  maintaining  the  ongoing  activities 
of  the  congregation,  especially  in  the  area  of 
money- making  projects  such  as  Brunswick  stews, 
yard  sales,  quilt-making  and  one  "chitlin"  supper. 

Sadness  marred  Rev.  Duke's  pastorate  at  Ruf- 
fin with  the  illness  of  the  Dukes'  young  daughter, 
Davida,  who  suffered  from  leukemia.  The  outlook 
for  the  child  was  anything  but  encouraging,  but 
neither  she  nor  the  Ruffin  community  ever  gave  up 
hope.  The  determination  and  will  power  that 
Davida  possessed,  fostered  by  the  love  and  atten- 
tion of  especially  her  mother  and  her  brother  Pat- 
rick, pulled  her  through  two  painful  bone- marrow 
transplants.  These  two  transplants  took  place  at 
Johns  Hopkins  Hospital  in  1982  and  1984.  The 
entire  community,  especially  the  Ruffin  Church, 
rallied  to  the  plight  of  Davida  and  her  family.  Fund 
raising  projects  were  held  and  the  community 
watched  and  prayed  as  Davida  fought  her  way  to 
recovery.  The  outpouring  of  love  and  affection 


touched  the  Dukes  very  deeply.  Through  the  grace 
of  Almighty  God,  Davida  is  able  to  live  a  happy 
and  fulfilling  life  that  will,  without  doubt,  be  a  tes- 
timony to  the  love  and  generosity  that  exist  within 
the  hearts  of  all  Christians.155 

Visitation  was  a  priority  of  Rev.  Duke  while 
he  served  Ruffin  His  many  visits  to  the  sick  and 
homebound  brightened  an  otherwise  dreary  day 
for  a  number  of  them.  The  sensitivity  of  the  pasto- 
ral family  and  the  congregation  resulted  in  the  in- 
stallation of  plug-in  units  for  the  benefit  of  the 
hearing  impaired  in  the  sanctuary  in  1976. 156 

In  October  1976  the  Ruffin  Church  received 
the  gift  of  Miss  Sue  W.  Chandler  of  a  small  tract  of 
land  on  the  south  side  of  the  church  property.  This 
allowed  the  church  driveway  to  exist  entirely  upon 
the  church  property.157 

Though  Rev.  Duke  was  returned  to  the  Ruffin 
Circuit  for  a  third  year  in  1977,  he  was  transferred 
to  another  charge  in  August  of  that  year  and  was 
followed  by  the  Rev.  Johnnie  Hawkins,  a  twenty- 
two- year  veteran  of  the  Western  North  Carolina 
Conference  and  a  graduate  of  High  Point  College 
and  Duke  University.  Rev.  Hawkins  and  his  mother 
quickly  adjusted  to  the  sudden  move  to  Ruffin  and 
were  warmly  welcomed  into  the  church  and  com- 
munity. Under  the  diligent  leadership  of  Mrs. 
George  Lauder,  president,  the  United  Methodist 
Women  contributed  nearly  $1700.00  to  the  church 
budget  during  1977.  This  was  no  small  accom- 
plishment on  the  part  of  the  ladies  in  the  group, 
who  numbered  seventeen  in  1978.  Rev.  Hawkins 
was  obviously  proud  of  the  accomplishments  of 
the  ladies  and  used  every  means  possible  to  encour- 
age growth  within  the  organizatioa  One  of  the  con- 
tinuing projects  of  the  U.M.  W.  is  the  sponsorship 
of  special  bulletins  on  Mother's  Day  and  Father's 
Day,  proceeds  from  which  enable  the  ladies  to 
continue  their  laudable  activities.^158 

One  of  the  many  events  during  the  Hawkins'  stay 
at  Ruffin  was  the  making  of  the  Chrismon  orna- 
ments for  the  church  Christmas  tree.  This  project 
was  undertaken  by  the  U.M.  W.  at  the  suggestion  of 
Mrs.  E.C.  Wright,  Jr.  and  the  first  Chrismon  tree 
was  displayed  in  Ruffin  Church  in  1980,  thus  begin- 
ning a  tradition  The  U.M  W.  prepared  flower  charts 
in  order  to  insure  that  flowers  would  be  in  the  church 
every  Sunday  if  possible,  thus  further  enhancing  the 
worship  services.  Rev.  Hawkins,  after  remaining  at 
Ruffin  for  four  fruitful  years,  was  appointed  to  a 
charge  at  China  Grove,  N.C.159 

Among  the  many  improvements  to  the  church  dur- 
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Chrismon  Tree  1980 

ing  Rev.  Hawkins'  stay  at  Ruffin  were  the  dedication 
of  a  new  public  address  system,  choir  robes,  a  ward- 
robe for  the  robes,  new  doors  at  the  main  entrances 
and  a  covered  walkway  from  the  church  to  the  north 
driveway.  All  of  these  gifts  were  donated  in  memory 
of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  R  Wharton  by  their  family  in 
1977.160 

During  Rev.  Hawkins'  pastorate  the  church  roof 
was  replaced  as  it  had  been  causing  some  problems 
for  some  time.  The  project  of  raising  the  funds  with 
which  to  do  the  actual  work  prompted  the  writing 
of  the  poem  below: 

MY  NEIGHBOR'S  FAITH 

"For  forty  years,"  the  builder  said, 
"You'll  have  these  shingles  over  head, 
For  forty  years  this  roof  will  last, 
To  shield  you  from  the  fiercest  blast 
Of  summer  rain  or  winter  snow. 
This  roof  will  stand,  my  friend,  I  know!" 

And  to  my  builder  friend  I  said, 
"In  forty  years  you  will  be  dead 
And  so  will  L  You  are  so  sure 
Your  handiwork  will  here  endure, 
What  word  of  wisdom  can  you  give 
Concerning  us  who  cease  to  live 
In  this  loved  spot,  on  this  loved  shore, 
When  we  shall  need  this  roof  no  more?" 


Chancel  decorated  for  Christmas  1 980. 

Then  turned  my  builder  friend  to  me, 
"You  are  more  skilled,  or  ought  to  be, 
In  things  of  God's  eternity: 
But  if  you  seek  from  me  to  hear 
The  witness  of  a  faith  most  dear, 
Gladly  I'll  raise  the  Scripture  sword, 
And  give  to  you  a  layman's  word: 

'Tm  not  afraid  of  life  nor  death, 
I  have  no  fear  of  heaven  nor  hell; 
I've  made  my  peace  with  God,  and  so 
I  know  that  all  is  well! 
This  house  of  flesh  was  given  me 
For  three  score  years,  or  less  or  more, 
Until  I  lease  a  fairer  house 
Upon  the  Promised  Shore. 

"I  know  the  sands  of  time  run  out, 
That  winter  comes  on  wind-blown  feet; 
But  I  have  faith  that  in  some  spring 
The  Lord  of  Life  and  I  shall  meet 

"And  when  I  meet  Him  face  to  face, 
It  will  not  be  as  strangers  meet; 
For  I  have  often  heard  His  voice, 
And  often  lingered  at  His  feet 

"This  is  the  simple  faith  I  hold, 
In  His  real  presence  always  near; 
He  heiped  me  build  this  cedar  roof; 
What  lies  ahead  I  will  not  fear, 
What  lies  ahead  I  cannot  tell, 
But  I'm  content  that  all  is  well!" 
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At  the  close  of  his  pastorate  at  Ruffin,  Rev. 
Hawkins  prepared  the  following  farewell  state- 
ment to  the  congregation: 

I  shall  remember  four  years  in  which  God  has 
spoken  to  me  often...  when  I  journeyed  to  the 
gates  of  the  cemetery  with  many  of  you,  and  be- 
yond the  gates  where  everlasting  glory  shines... 
when  we  rejoiced  with  the  new  roofing  for  the 
church  building,  the  storm  windows  for  the  par- 
sonage and  some  needed  improvements  at  both 
the  parsonage  and  church.,  when  new  births 
within  our  church  family  have  blessed  and  en- 
couraged us.  It  is  fitting  to  include  the  names  of 
our  future  members:  Justin  Harden  Brown, 
Henry  Scott  Cardwell,  Courtney  Marie  Wharton, 
Brooke  Dowdy  Wharton,  Christie  Lynn  Carter 
and  Amber  Allison  Worsham 

I  shall  remember  our  social  activities  of  Open 
House,  homecomings  and  general  activities... 
when  the  children  have  sung,  prayed  and  played.. 
my  greatest  joy  in  preparing  "special  altar"  ar- 
rangements in  the  sanctuary  for  Christmas  and 
Easter...  The  inspiration  our  lovely  Chrismon 
Tree  added  last  year...  the  arranging  of  many, 
many  vases  of  flowers  which  so  many  of  you  do- 
nated to  beautify  God's  House.,  the  children  and 
youth  of  the  neighborhood  coming  to  see  me 
when  I  needed  to  be  busy  elsewhere  but  found 
many  surprises  from  God  as  we  talked  and 
laughed  together...  the  inspirational  Holy  Week 
Services  we  shared  as  well  as  Christmas  Eve 
Holy  Communion.,  when  we  confessed  our  sins 
at  the  blessed  sacrament  and  arose  with  our 
faith  restored  and  hearts  strengthened.  ... 

I  shall  forever  be  blessed  with  the  memories 
of  Bible  study  in  the  Community  Bible  Class.... 
how  I  learned  from  each  of  you!  We  became 
"students"  of  the  Holy  Scriptures  seeking  for 
knowledge,  and  God  did  not  fail  us! 

I  shall  remember  loyalty  by  many,  and  no  loy- 
alty by  others...  the  faith  and  trust  with  which 
you  welcomed  us,  which  opened  doors  of  privi- 
lege in  homes  and  community  life...  the  many 
who  came  to  hear  me  preach.,  the  many  times 
you  stood  by  others  of  the  community  who  were 
not  Methodists,  but  were  neighbors. 

Now,  as  I  write  these  last  words  for  Ruffin,  I 
hope  that  I  might  punctuate  it  all  right  In  previ- 
ous years  it  has  been  a  semicolon  which  I  have 
inserted  at  the  end  of  a  term  of  service,  which 
means  "more  to  follow."  But  today,  I  can  place 
there  an  exclamation  point!  It  is  the  way  I  would 


want  to  finish  this  phase  in  my  ministry.  I  pray 
my  ministry  among  you  has  made  that  possible. 

Many  of  us  will  touch  hands  and  hearts  only 
in  the  ministry  of  COMMON  REMEMBRANCE 
and  in  the  fellowship  of  God's  Communion  of 
saints  on  earth,  and  one  day  in  the  celestial 
choir  of  Heaven  Nevertheless,  I  SHALL  RE- 
MEMBER...161 

A  native  of  Reidsville  followed  Rev.  Hawkins  in 
1981.  Rev.  Stephen  Moore  Martin  was  a  1979  grad- 
uate of  Pfeiff er  and  a  local  pastor  in  the  conference, 
to  which  he  had  been  admitted  in  1973.  Rev.  Mar- 
tin would  be  attending  Duke  Divinity  School  while 
he  pastored  Ruffin,  but  in  spite  of  that  he  was  de- 
termined to  make  his  charge  fully  aware  of  its  place 
in  the  community  and  the  world. 

Shortly  after  his  arrival,  Rev.  Martin  reported 
that  the  church  membership,  which  had  stood  at 
just  over  200  for  years,  had  been  "weeded  down" 
to  162.  This  "weeding"  was  the  result  of  removing 
from  the  roll  those  who  had  moved  to  other  church- 
es or  those  who  had  not  had  any  contact  with  the 
church  for  an  extended  length  of  time.  This  de- 
crease in  membership  greatly  concerned  the  young 
pastor  who  realized  that  the  church  should  extend 
itself  into  new  and  innovative  avenues.  In  late  June 
1982  the  pastor  reorganized  the  Methodist  Youth 
Fellowship,  which  had  "aged  out"  several  years 
ago.  The  following  month  saw  the  creation  of  the 
sick  and  shut-in  tape  ministry  program.  This  pro- 
ject was  one  of  the  most  laudatory  ones  ever  at- 
tempted in  the  history  of  the  church,  in  which  re- 
cordings of  Sunday  worship  services  would  be 
taken  around  to  the  homes  of  those  who  were  un- 
able to  attend  due  to  health  or  other  reasons.162 

During  Mr.  Martin's  ministry  the  U.M.W.  con- 
tinued to  exist  as  a  vital  force  in  the  church  through 
the  sponsorship  of  bulletins  on  Mother's  and 
Father's  day,  the  arrangement  of  the  flower  charts 
to  insure  the  adornment  of  the  sanctuary  every 
Sunday  morning,  yard  sales  and  similar  such  activ- 
ities.163 

In  1984  the  church  authorized  the  publication 
of  a  pictorial  directory,  the  first  in  the  history  of 
the  congregation.  The  volume,  which  included 
many  of  the  programs  of  the  church  as  well  as 
photographs  of  the  membership,  was  an  important 
undertaking.  Rev.  Martin,  in  the  directory  fore- 
ward  wrote,  "As  the  years  go  by  this  pictorial  direc- 
tory will  become  more  and  more  precious- as  we 
pull  it  from  the  shelf  and  reminisce  about  the  good 
times  we  shared  together,  and  how  we  cared  for 
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each  other  in  our  own  special  ways."  The  impor- 
tance and  value  of  the  directory  has  already  been 
realized,  especially  with  the  creation  of  this  cur- 
rent history.  The  directory  was  an  historical  achieve- 
ment for  the  Ruffin  Church  as  the  United  Metho- 
dist across  America  celebrated  the  bicentennial 
of  organized  Methodism  in  the  United  States  in 
1984-1985.164 

During  the  later  part  of  Rev.  Martin's  ministry 
some  consideration  was  given  to  placing  the  Ruffin 
Church  on  a  two-point  charge,  because  of  empha- 
sis placed  upon  increasing  pastors'  salaries  through- 
out the  conference.  The  idea  was  not  well  received 
by  the  Ruffin  congregation,  and  the  plans  for 
realignment  were  never  realized.165 

Rev.  Martin  served  the  Ruffin  Church  for  five 
years,  longer  than  anyone  else  for  nearly  two  dec- 
ades. At  the  1986  Annual  Conference  he  was  reas- 
signed, and  the  Rev.  James  H.  Eastin  was  appoint- 
ed to  Ruffin.  Rev.  Eastin  was  pastor  after  the  Bicen- 
tennial of  American  Methodism  (1984),  and  he  be- 
lieved that  it  would  be  interesting  to  learn  more 
about  the  history  of  the  Ruffin  Church  In  Septem- 
ber 1986  a  proposal  was  brought  before  the  U.M.W. 
suggesting  that  a  mural  of  the  village  of  Ruffin  be 
painted  on  an  otherwise  bare  wall  in  the  church  fel- 
lowship halL  The  mural,  sponsored  in  part  by  the 
U.M.W.,  would  depict  Ruffin  as  it  appeared  in  the 
latter  part  of  the  19  th  cenury.166 

Much  planning  and  research  went  into  the  pre- 
liminary stages  of  the  mural  project  under  the  lead- 
ership of  Mrs.  E.C.  Wright,  Jr.  Unfortunately, 
Rev.  Eastin  did  not  see  the  project  officially 
launched  during  his  one-year  pastorate  at  Ruffin, 
but  to  him  goes  a  lot  of  the  credit  for  inspiring  one 
of  the  most  unique  projects  in  the  history  of  the 
church. 

In  recalling  his  pastorate  at  Ruffin  Rev.  Eastin 
added  these  remarks: 

The  statistical  items  show  that  during  my  year 
(at  Ruffin)  I  performed  5  funerals,  one  wedding, 
baptized  2  persons  and  received  4  into  member- 
ship. During  our  time  at  Ruffin  we  made  many 
dear  friends,  I  graduated  from  Duke  with  my  M 
Div.  degree,  and  there  was  in  increase  in  worship 
attendance.  It  was  also  a  year  when  my  wife  had 
to  be  hospitalized  at  Duke  with  severe  kidney 
trouble  which  was  a  terrifying  ordeal  for  us. 
Members  of  the  church  gathered  around  us  dur- 
ing that  time  and  showed  us  what  a  church  can 
mean  to  its  minister. 

Perhaps  the  thing  that  stands  out  most  in  my 


mind  is  the  opportunity  I  had  to  know  so  many 
people  in  Ruffin.  When  I  arrived,  I  was  told  that 
the  church  needed  pastoral  visitation  more  than 
any  other  single  item,  and  I  am  proud  of  the  fact 
that  I  was  able  to  make  146  pastoral  calls  while  I 
was  there.  I  may  not  have  met  every  person  in 
Ruffin,  but  I  must  have  come  close. 

A  few  other  very  practical  things  happened 
during  my  time  at  Ruffin.  The  church  was  physi- 
cally improved  by  the  addition  of  insulation  and 
window  covers;  we  put  up  directional  signs  for 
the  church  and  started  plans  for  the  mural  in  the 
fellowship  halL167 


Phillip  M.  Hurst  Report 

I  was  appointed  to  the  Ruffin  Church  in  June 
1987.  I  think  to  discuss  my  service  to  date  in  Ruf- 
fin, one  would  begin  by  looking  at  my  background. 
The  Ruffin  Church  is  my  first  appointment  in  the 
Western  North  Carolina  Conference.  Several 
events  happened  prior  to  my  appointment:  I  had 
served  as  a  City  Planner  for  the  City  of  High  Point 
and  as  the  Director  of  Planning  and  Development 
for  the  City  of  Mount  Airy  for  fifteen  years.  During 
the  five  years  prior  to  coming  to  Ruffin,  I  had 
become  increasingly  more  involved  in  church  acti- 
vities at  the  local,  district,  and  conference  levels. 
The  needs  of  the  church  began  to  weigh  heavily  on 
my  ideas  of  faith  and  what  I  should  do  as  a  result  of 
that  faith.  Through  my  involvement  with  the 
church,  I  felt  called  to  devote  all  of  whatever  abili- 
ties I  had  in  service  to  God  through  the  church. 
This  conclusion  or  calling  led  to  a  series  of  meet- 
ing beginning  in  December  1986  and  culminating 
in  May  1987.  The  change  in  careers  would  entail 
enrollment  at  Duke  Divinity  School,  and,  because 
of  family  responsibilities,  becoming  a  student  local 
pastor.  Not  knowing  what  lay  ahead,  I  informed 
then  District  Superintendent,  Howard  Allred,  that 
I  would  indeed  accept  his  offer  of  a  church  that 
year  and  go  ahead  with  enrollment  at  the  school. 
This  was  the  beginning  of  the  events  that  led  up  to 
my  arrival  in  Ruffin.  After  approval  by  various 
committees,  acceptance  by  Ruffin  Church,  and 
approval  by  the  Cabinet,  I  was  appointed  in  June 
1987  to  follow  Jim  Eastin,  another  student  pastor 
who  had  graduated  from  the  Duke  program. 

My  first  contact  with  the  people  of  Ruffin  was  at 
a  get- acquainted  gathering  which  coincided  with 
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Elizabeth  Jones'  eightieth  birthday  party.  I  believe 
the  excuse  of  meeting  the  new  pastor  was  how  Eliz- 
abeth was  brought  to  the  church  for  her  surprise. 
The  next  contact  with  the  Ruffin  people  was  on 
moving  day  and  I  remember  several  members  be- 
ing there  to  help  me  move  in  and  check  on  my  arri- 
val. The  parsonage  committee  went  right  to  work 
making  improvements  to  my  new  home,  moving 
stored  furniture  back  into  place  as  well  as  painting 
and  cleaning  carpets.  Having  a  single  pastor,  the 
committee  was  faced  with  the  task  of  setting  up 
the  parsonage  with  mostly  church  furniture  and 
very  little  of  my  own.  Those  initial  days  were  char- 
acterized by  getting  acquainted;  however,  at  the 
very  beginning  I  found  the  people  helpful  and  will- 
ing to  work  with  me.  And  so,  when  I  think  back 
over  the  two  years  since  I  came  to  Ruffin,  I  remem- 
ber a  lot  of  people.  It  strikes  me  as  most  important 
what  those  people  have  done  in  support  of  the 
church  and  in  support  of  our  ministry  together. 
Being  new  in  the  ministry,  it  was  important  that  I 
have  the  support  and  guidance  of  those  active 
people  in  the  church  I  could  not  have  asked  for 
any  more  support  in  any  way  than  what  has  been 
given  over  the  past  two  years. 

One  area  of  the  Ruffin  Church's  ministry  where 
I  felt  emphasis  needed  to  be  placed  was  people 
getting  together.  Right  away  this  idea  manifested 
itself  in  meetings  with  committees,  but  more  im- 
portantly in  fellowship  events  of  various  kinds. 
Several  family  night  programs  were  accomplished 
with  great  delight  by  everyone.  I  recall  that  first 
summer  going  to  Emerald  Point  for  the  District 
Big  Splash  Event  The  adults  and  youth  went  and 
besides  a  few  scrapes  and  bulmps,  the  hair-raising 
water  rides  were  enjoyed  by  alL  More  fellowship 
events  that  I  felt  were  very  worthwhile  were  the 
annual  church  picnics.  The  first  of  which  was  held 
at  Reidsville  Lake  on  a  warm  day  in  July  with  fans 
blowing  under  the  picnic  shelter,  good  food  and 
fellowship,  and  play  time  for  younger  and  older 
(only  in  age)  members  were  enjoyed.  The  second 
picnic  was  held  at  the  Nature  Science  Center  in 
Greensboro  and  was  well  attended.  Wayne  Jarre tt 
prepared  some  special  steak  burgers  and  hot  dogs 
for  everyone.  Many  special  services  have  added  to 
the  fellowship  of  the  church  family  as  well  A  Watch 
Night  Service  was  held  in  1987  and  the  tradition  of 
Drop- in  Communion  services  on  Maundy  Thurs- 
day and  Christmas  Eve  were  continued.  Many 
youth  events  directed  by  Bob  Vosburg  including 
skating,  bowling,  music,  putt- putt,  hayrides,  and 


fruit  baskets  taken  to  the  elderly  have  begun  to 
mold  the  youth  into  a  fellowship  group  as  well.  A 
fellowship  event  which  seemed  to  help  a  number 
of  people  was  the  Walking  Group  which  met  in  the 
spring  and  summer  of  1988.  Numerous  people  in 
the  church  of  all  ages  walked  several  nights  a  week 
which  offered  a  chance  to  talk  and  share  events  of 
the  week  Another  fellowship  event  which  has  con- 
tinued and  seemed  to  help  the  church  a  lot  is  the 
Breakfast  Group  which  has  met  on  Mondays  for 
over  a  year.  One  of  the  greatest  needs  discovered 
in  my  visitation  was  that  the  many  widows  and 
other  singles  did  not  have  a  time  of  fellowship  with 
each  other.  In  order  that  they  might  share  meals 
and  fun  but  also  deal  with  the  grief,  loneliness,  de- 
pression, and  other  emotions  which  so  often  beset 
mature  single  adults,  it  was  suggested  that  a  sup- 
port group  be  formulated  which  would  meet  on  a 
regular  basis  to  provide  fellowship  with  a  spiritual 
emphasis.  This  activity  has  been  of  significant 
benefit  to  those  involved. 

Many  activities  of  the  church  have  been  the  re- 
sult of  its  ministry.  There  has  been  a  very  close 
contact  with  the  United  Methodist  Women  over 
the  past  two  years  of  service.  Ruffin  is  no  exception 
to  the  rule  that  this  group  is  very  active  in  the 
church.  With  very  capable  leadership  and  desire 
to  serve  by  Virginia  Gay  and  others,  the  UMW  has 
been  a  critical  force  in  making  improvements  in 
the  parsonage  and  sponsoring  many  events  in  the 
church  such  as  homecoming,  Fathers'  and  Mothers' 
Day  bulletins,  lilies  at  Easter,  poinsettias  at  Christ- 
mas, the  fellowship  hall  mural,  day  trips  to  points 
of  interest,  and  missionary  support  to  the  district, 
to  Africa,  and  to  the  Navajo  Indians.  In  addition  to 
the  support  of  the  UMW,  the  Administrative  Coun- 
cil has  been  very  helpful  in  the  administrative  as- 
pects of  the  ministry  of  Ruffin  Church  over  the 
past  two  years.  Immeasurable  help  has  been  pro- 
vided by  the  leadership  of  the  Council  especially  in 
regards  to  preparations  for  charge  conferences, 
special  services,  and  weekly  bulletins.  Thanks 
would  have  to  be  given  to  Margaret  McMann,  Paul- 
ette  Duke,  the  committee  chairpersons  and  mem- 
bers of  the  council  for  their  continual  support  For 
the  past  two  years  much  work  has  been  done  on 
the  parsonage,  this  effort  has  been  co-ordinated 
by  Polly  Lauder  who  relentlessly  and  untiringly 
has  approached  the  task  of  updating  the  pastor's 
home  which  called  for  watching  out  for  special 
buys  on  needed  items  and  making  decisions  on 
flooring  and  furniture. 
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It  seems  too  in  regards  to  the  activities  of  the 
church,  over  the  past  two  years  that  I  would  have 
to  mention  the  music  ministry  which  has  added  so 
much  to  our  worship  services.  Mrs.  Florence  Whar- 
ton worked  unceasingly  on  preparation  of  music 
which  graced  the  church  with  a  quality  of  presen- 
tations not  found  in  many  rural  churches.  It  has 
been  my  pleasure  to  work  with  the  choir  who  have 
worked  extremely  hard  on  providing  a  music  pro- 
gram that  not  only  could  be  appreciated  by  the 
people,  but  also  one  that  spiritually  enriched  all 
other  elements  of  our  worship. 

In  terms  of  its  support  the  whole  church  must 
be  commended  for  its  financial  support  of  the  bud- 
get, but  in  addition  also  for  its  active  participation 
in  the  John  Wesley  250  Society  and  church- wide 
projects  like  the  sanctuary  bibles,  air  conditioning 
systems,  and  new  hymnals. 

When  I  think  about  the  last  two  years  of  ministry 
here  at  Ruffin,  I  think  about  sharing  celebrations 
and  sorrows.  Being  my  first  appointment,  many  of 
the  events  of  the  lives  of  the  people  have  been  first 
for  me.  My  first  sermon,  as  a  minister  was  given 
here  on  June  28,  1987  and  was  entitled,  "Born  to 
Struggle,  Born  to  Serve."  Only  a  first- time  preach- 
er would  deliver  a  sermon  about  discipleship  on 
his  or  her  first  Sunday  in  the  pulpit  My  first  wed- 
ding was  at  Ruffin,  too.  Jackie  and  Wendy  Smith 
were  married  on  June  16, 1988.  The  old  air  condi- 
tioner was  on  the  blink;  and  with  a  church  full  of 
people,  we  thought  for  sure  that  the  people  and 
the  ministers  were  going  to  melt  faster  than  the 
candles  symbolic  of  the  union  being  formed.  My 
first  baptism  was  also  at  Ruffin.  Gerald  Ross  Vos- 
burg,  whose  Easter  baptism  was  postponed  be- 
cause of  two  surgeries  and  many  weeks  in  the  inten- 
sive care  unit,  was  baptized  on  Father's  Day,  June 
19, 1988. 1  remember  how  immediately  upon  com- 
pleting the  phrase  "in  the  name  of  the  Father,  Son, 
and  Holly  Spirit,"  Ross  grinned;  at  which  time  I 
proclaimed  to  the  congregation,  "He  smiled."  It 
seemed  only  appropriate  that  on  Father's  Day,  God 
looked  down  and  gave  us  a  blessing  on  the  face  of  a 
child.  Also  my  first  service  of  death  and  resurrec- 
tion was  at  Ruffin;  it  was  to  celebrate  the  life  of 
Herbert  Smith  on  October  6,  1987.  I  knew  the 
depths  of  sorrow  long  before  this  moment,  but  only 
here  did  I  fully  realize  what  was  meant  by  sharing 
loss.  This  too  was  my  first  site  of  the  response  to 
crisis  by  the  Ruffin  Community  which  I  have  wit- 
nessed many  times  since  then  and  still  find  hard  to 
believe.  Some  of  those  times  of  response  include 


the  weeks  when  Ross  Vosburg  was  hospitalized, 
and  also  when  Josh  Austin  became  ilL  The  church 
again  rallied  behind  its  constituents  with  much 
support  Two  other  good  examples  of  this  spirit 
was  the  holly  chain  made  for  Blanche  Morris  by 
the  UMW  which  hung  in  her  intensive  care  room  at 
Duke  Hospital  and  the  over  400  cards  received  by 
Cindy  Wharton  when  hospitalized  six  weeks  with 
back  surgery. 

Over  the  past  two  years  of  ministry  here  at  Ruf- 
fin, I  also  think  about  those  people  who  have  joined 
the  church  triumphant  I  will  try  to  think  about  them 
in  the  order  in  which  they  were  called  home:  Her- 
bert Smith  was  the  first  as  I  have  mentioned.  Her- 
bert was  sick  when  I  came  and  thus  I  was  able  to 
get  to  know  him  more  quickly  than  otherwise.  Her- 
bert was  a  man  who  cared  about  his  family  and 
cared  much  about  the  church  I  remember  his  stop- 
ping by  while  Leonard  Hudson  was  working  on  the 
old  air  conditioner.  He  stopped  by  to  talk;  and 
while  sitting  on  the  tailgate  of  a  truck,  he  spoke  of 
how  he  wanted  to  do  more  than  his  health  would 
let  him  do.  I  remember  Sue  Chandler,  a  lady  of  wit 
and  clarity  in  spite  of  her  some  97  years  in  age.  I 
went  to  visit  Sue  in  the  hospitaL  Someone  had  told 
me  that  she  never  married  even  though  she  had 
numerous  "opportunities"  over  the  years.  I  decid- 
ed on  my  return  visit  to  the  hospital  that  I  would 
carry  her  a  little  gift  I  picked  up  a  small  African  vio- 
let to  take  to  her,  it  brightened  up  her  day  and  al- 
lowed me  the  opportunity  to  joke  with  her  about 
having  another  boyfriend.  The  service  for  Glen 
French  was  unusual  for  I  had  not  gotten  to  know 
him.  But  in  talking  with  his  family,  I  realized  that  I 
had  attended  Appalachian  State  University  with 
his  son,  Andy.  I  remember  at  the  service  there 
were  several  good  tenor  voices  among  the  pall- 
bearers who  were  in  the  French  family,  and  one 
man  who  quoted  the  scripture  as  I  read  it.  Edward 
Cook  was  a  spirited  man  who  loved  to  work  for 
himself  and  to  help  others.  His  fighting  spirit  and 
determination  to  continue  bears  us  an  example 
not  soon  to  be  forgotten  in  the  Ruffin  community. 

It  seems  the  summer  of  1989  has  been  a  most 
difficult  one  for  Ruffin  Church  During  a  four- week 
period  three  prominent  members  of  the  church 
died.  I  mentioned  the  music  that  Mrs.  Florence 
Wharton  provided  for  the  church.  Much  more 
than  just  che  music  was  her  knowledge  of  the 
people  and  their  favorite  songs  ,  her  knowledge  of 
the  workings  of  the  church,  and  her  willingness  to  be 
a  leader  and  catalyst  for  many  activities.  Alice  Wright 
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also  died  during  this  time.  I  remember  about  Alice's 
family  life  and  the  support  she  had  given  her  daugh- 
ter and  her  extended  family.  I  remember  her  hope- 
ful attitude  after  some  eight  or  nine  surgeries.  It 
was  Saturday  morning  when  Alice  died  and  the 
following  Sunday  morning  when  Jim  Worsham 
died  Jim  was  a  prominent  figure  in  the  community 
and  in  a  lot  of  ways  respected  by  the  men  here.  Jim 
too  had  a  long  battle  with  cancer  and  had  allowed 
that  struggle  to  reveal  many  lessons  to  him  about 
faith.  One  lesson,  I'm  sure,  was  the  faithfulness  of 
God  shown  in  the  example  of  family  and  friends. 
It's  hard  to  say  what  effect  the  loss  of  these  people 
might  be  to  the  church  family.  I  can  sense,  though, 
that  in  Ruffin  Church  there  is  a  collective,  corpo- 
rate expression  of  sadness  and  concern  in  response 
to  these  events.  Beyond  the  sadness  and  concern 
which  God  will  heal,  this  time  is  one  of  historical 
significance,  because  the  time  is  now  for  the  shift- 
ing of  church  leadership  from  one  generation  to 
the  next;  from  sons  and  daughters  to  sons  and 
daughters;  and  from  the  older  to  the  younger. 

As  a  result  of  all  that  has  happened  recently,  I 
am  much  more  convinced  of  the  need  for  Ruffin 


Church  and  its  ministry  to  the  community.  Per- 
haps such  events  call  us  to  awake  to  the  needs 
around  us,  so  that  there  may  be  a  clearer  vision  of 
what  it  means  for  "the  church  to  be  the  church"  in 
the  Ruffin  community. 

Phillip  M.  Hurst 

In  conclusion,  The  Ruffin  Church  has  stood 
firmly  against  the  ravages  of  time.  Not  even  disas- 
ter or  tragedy  deterred  the  dedicated,  if  numeri- 
cally small,  band  of  Christians  from  the  work  to 
which  they  were  assigned  Ruffin  is  a  family 
church;  and  while  that  is  a  holdover  from  the  past 
century,  it  is  a  most  pleasing  one,  especially  in  a 
day  when  the  very  existence  of  the  rural- family 
churches  is  being  tested  Can  Ruffin  survive  in  this 
fast- paced  and  progressive  world  of  today?  It  has 
already  proved  that  it  has.  As  long  as  the  sparks  of 
Wesley  continue  to  "  strangely  warm"  the  hearts  of 
the  Ruffin  congregation,  its  success  is  assured  and 
will  not  be  irrelevant  in  a  changing  and  uncertain 
world 

(End  of  Text) 
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Chronology  for  the  history  of  Ruffin  United  Methodist  Church 


1796-  Lowe's  Church,  near  present-day  Reids- 
ville,  organized.  "Mother  of  Methodism" 
in  Rockingham  County. 

1808-  Mount  Carmel  Church,  in  present-day  Ore- 
gon Hill  Community,  organized.  Oldest 
Methodist  congregation  in  northeastern 
Rockingham  County. 

1 8 1 8  -  S  haron  C  hurch,  north  of  Ruffin,  is  organiz- 
ed  Site  of  early  camp  meetings. 

1849-  Union  Church  is  organized  near  Mayfield. 
Evidence  points  to  this  church  as  a  parent 
of  Ruffin  Church. 

1862-64-  Confederate  Government  builds  the 
Piedmont  Railroad  which  comes  through 
Ruffin  and  the  village  develops  into  an  im- 
portant trade  center  for  the  area 

1867-  Earliest  reference  of  Methodists  meeting 
in  Ruffin. 

1871-  Ruffin  Church  Formally  organized  with 
purchase  of  site  for  its  first  sanctuary  from 
P.B.  Johnston 

1872-  Ruffin  Church  sanctuary  dedicated  in  Oc- 
tober by  Rev.  Numa  F.  Reid. 

1875-  Ruffin  Church  is  sued  by  Johnston&  Co.  for 
over  $500,  and  the  court  rules  in  favor  of 
Johnston. 

1881-  The  Ruffin  Circuit  is  formed  out  of  the 

Wentworth  Circuit 
1891-  Ruffin  Circuit  builds  parsonage  on  Law- 

sonville  Avenue  in  Reidsville. 
1897-  Ruffin  Railroad  Depot  burns,  August  30, 

prompting  church  members  to  desire  a 

new  location  for  the  church 

1904-  Church  trustees  sell  the  old  church  build- 
ing to  Worsham  Brothers  and  Gibson. 

1905-  Groundbreaking  for  the  second  church 

building  (Oct)  on  property  purchased 
from  J. A.  Gibson  in  January  1906. 

1906-  Second  sanctuary  completed  in  the  fall. 
1909-  Second  sanctuary  dedicated  in  July. 


1915-  Ruffin  Church  builds  parsonage  for  the  cir- 
cuit in  Ruffin  on  land  purchased  in  1905. 

1 92 1  -  Numerous  repairs  and  improvements  made 
to  the  Ruffin  Church  and  Parsonage. 

1936-  Church  building  destroyed  by  fire  in  August 

1937-  Church  given  lot  for  new  church  by  the  Grif- 

fith family,  construction  begins  on  the 
new  church. 

1939-  Cornerstone  for  the  new  church  is  laid  and 
the  building  is  dedicated 

1940-  Woman's  Missionary  Society  is  reorgan- 
ized as  the  Woman's  Society  of  Christian 
Service. 

1948-  New  organ  and  chimes  dedicated  (Oct  and 
Dec).  Ruffin  Church  is  made  a  station 
charge.  Wesleyan  Service  Guild  is  organ- 
ized. 

1951-  Educational  wing  added  to  existing  church 
building.  Building  is  dedicated  in  June  1953. 

1958-59-  New  parsonage  constructed  behind  the 
church  on  property  given  by  the  Griffith  fam- 

iiy- 

1963-  Church  fellowship  hall  remodelled 

1968-  History  of  Ruffin  Methodist  Church  publish- 
ed Parsonage  is  dedicated  (March). 

1969-  Church  steeple  is  added  to  the  sanctuary. 
1972-  United  Methodist  Women  of  Ruffin  is  organ- 
ized 

1974-  Ruffin  Church  celebrates  a  century  of  service 

to  the  community. 
1980-  Church  displays  its  first  Chrismon  Tree  at 

Christmas. 

1987-  Church  approves  plan  to  paint  historical 
mural  on  fellowship  hall  wall  under  Sponsor- 
ship of  UMW. 

1988-  Church  commissions  the  writing  of  the 
history  of  the  Ruffin  Methodist  congrega- 
tion Mural  nears  completion. 

1989-  Both  mural  and  history  completed. 
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Conferences,  Disticts  and  Circuits  relative  to  the  Ruffin  Church 

1871-1989 


CONFERENCES 


DISTRICTS 


1871-1890  .  The  North  Carolina  Conference  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
South 

1890-Present- The  Western  North  Carolina  Con- 
ference of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church,  South.  (After  1939  the 
Methodist  Church,  and  after  1968 
the  United  Methodist  Church) 


1871-1968 
1968-1974 
1975-Present 


1871-1881 
1881-1948 
1948-Present 


Greensboro  District 
Winston-  Salem,  Northeast  District 
Northeast  District 

CIRCUITS 

-  Wentworth  Circuit 

-  Ruffin  Circuit 

-  Station  Status 


Pastors  of  Ruffin  United  Methodist  Church 

Compiled  by  Michael  Perdue 


L  Pastors  of  the  class  meeting  at  Ruffin  1867- 


1871. 

1911 

Bascom  A.  York 

1912 

LP.  Bogle 

Year  Appointed    Minister  in  Charge 

1916 

Walter  M.  Smith 

1866 

William  Calvin  Gannon 

1918 

W.C.  Jones 

1867 

Robert  Graham  Barrett 

1919 

Doctor  P.  Waters 

1868 

John  W.  Lewis 

1920 

Henry  Francis  Starr 

1924 

J.H.  Brendall,  Sr. 

IL  Pastors  of  the  organized  Ruffin  Church  1871- 

1926 

George  Washington  Williams 

1988. 

1927 

Ivon  L.  Roberts 

1929 

John  W.  Bennett 

Year  Appointed    Minister  in  Charge 

1930 

Eugene  W.  Needham 

1932 

Robert  M.  Laughlin 

1871 

John  W.  Lewis 

1935 

Sidney  C.  Safrit 

1872 

William  Capers  Norman 

1936 

E.  Clayton  Calhoun 

1875 

Robah  Fidus  Bumpas 

1937 

Henry  R.  Cornelius 

1876 

VanBuren  Albright  Sharpe 

1938 

James  W.  Fowler 

1880 

Peter  L.  Herman 

1942 

Walter  R.  Thompson 

1881 

Nereus  E.  Coltrane 

1945 

Paul  R.  Taylor 

1885 

Robert  Graham  Barrett 

1947 

Floyd  Wilson  Dowd  Bangle 

1886 

George  F.  Round 

1950 

William  T.  Ratchford 

1887 

Robert  Preston  Troy 

1954 

Emmett  E.  Hiatt,  Jr. 

1890 

NR.  Richardson 

1958 

June  P.  Greene 

1892 

L.M  Brower 

1961 

Francis  S.  McFarland 

1894 

John  Boring  Tabor 

1964 

Mark  F.  Wimmer 

1897 

William  S.  Hales 

1969 

Edgar  F.  Pepper,  Jr. 

1900 

Charles  A.  Wood 

1973 

John  L.  Taylor,  Jr. 

1903 

Henry  C.  Byrum 

1975 

Cleveland  S.  Duke,  Jr. 

1904 

J.F.  England 

1977 

Johnnie  E.  Hawkins 

1906 

Benjamin  F.  Fincher 

1981 

Stephen  M.  Martin 

1908 

James  P.  Hornbuckle,  Sr. 

1986 

James  H.  Eastin 

1910 

C.H  Caviness 

1987 

Phillip  M.  Hurst 
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The  Pastors  of  Ruffin 
United  Methodist  Church 


W.  C.  Gannon 
1866  -  1867 


R.  G.  Barrett 
1867  -  1868  and  1885  -  1886 


■ 


IV.  C.  Norman 
1872  ■  1875 


R  F.  Bumpass 
1875  ■  1876 
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P.  L  Herman 
1880  ■  1881 


N.  E.  Coltrane 
1881  -  1885 


J.  W.  Lewis 
1868  -  1872 


■ 


V.  A  Sharpe 
1876  -  1880 


R  P.  Troy 
1887  -  1890 
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C.  A  Wood 
1900  ■  1903 


J.  B.  Tabor,  Sr. 
1894  ■  1897 


H.  C.  By  rum 
1903  ■  1904 


W.  S.  Hale 
1897  -  1900 


J.  F.  England 
1904  ■  1906 


B.  F.  Fincher 
1906  ■  1908 


J.  P.  Hornbuckle,  Sr. 
1908  ■  1910 


C.  H.  Caviness 
1910  ■  1911 
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1930  ■  1932 
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E.  C.  Calhoun 
1936  -  1937 


J.  W.  Fowler 
1938  -  1942 


R.  M  Laughlin 
1932  ■  1935 


W.  R.  Thompson 
1942  -  1945 


ait  Qk.: 


H.  R.  Cornelius 
1937  -  1938 


P.  R.  Taylor 
1945  -  1947 


F.  W.  D.  Bangle 
1947  -  1950 


W.  T  Ratchford 
1950  -  1954 


E.  E.  Hiatt,  Jr. 
1954  -  1958 


J.  P.  Greene 
1958  ■  1961 
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John  L.  Taylor,  Jr. 
1973  -  1975 


J.  H.  Eastin  P  M.  Hurst 

1986  ■  1987  1987  -  Present 
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SUPERINTENDENTS  OF  RUFFIN  METHODIST  SUNDAY  SCHOOL 

(Incomplete  Listing) 


Prior  to  1892 

Unknown 

1953- 

1954 

John  W.  Washburn 

1892 

Rufus  L.  Rawley 

1954- 

1957 

George  Lauder 

1893-1895 

George  Anderson 

1957- 

1958 

E.C.  Wright,  Jr. 

1895-1907 

Unknown 

1958- 

1961 

J.R.  Robbins 

1907-1921 

M.D.  Holderby 

1961- 

1962 

Thomas  F.  Littlejohn 

1921-1926 

Ernest  L.  Wright 

1962- 

1964 

Wayne  Jarrett 

1926-1928 

M.B.  Andrews 

1964- 

1966 

T.  Watson  Rakestraw 

1928-1029 

Mrs.  Charles  Stokes 

1966- 

1969 

Thomas  F.  Littlejohn 

1929-1930 

E.W.  Burch 

1969- 

1970 

Roger  L.  Gibson 

1930-1931 

Miss  Meryl  Britton 

1970- 

1977 

Fred  Ellwanger 

1931-1935 

J.  Benton  Stacy 

Marvin  Smith 

1935-1938 

Paul  Cragan 

E.C.  Wright,  Jr. 

1938-1940 

J.W.  Washburn 

1977- 

1978 

Frank  Carter,  Jr. 

1940-1944 

E.M.  Macon 

1978- 

1980 

Wayne  Jarrett 

1944-1945 

Earl  Fitzgerald 

1980- 

1987 

Louise  Wright 

1945-1948 

John  W.  Washburn 

1987- 

1988 

Claudine  Peery 

1948-1953 

Herbert  M.  Smith 

1989 

Louise  Wright 

PRESIDENTS  OF  RUFFIN  METHODIST  WOMEN 


(Including  the  Ladies'  Aid,  Woman's  Mission- 
ary Society,  Woman's  Society  of  Christian  Service 
and  the  United  Methodist  Women). 

Incomplete  Listing* 
1914  -  Mrs.  J.  A.  Gibson 

1916  -  Mrs.  LP.  Bogle 

1917  -  Mrs.  W.H.  Baker 

1918  -  1935  Unknown 
1935  -  1936  Mrs.  S.C.  Safrit 

1937  -  1944  Mrs.  J.  Berrye  Worsham 

1944  -  1945  Mrs.  John  Chandler 

1945  -1951  Mrs.  W.H.  Warmer 
1951  -  1954  Mrs.  Fulton  Moore 


1954  - 

1957 

Mrs.  Charles  R.  Wharton 

1957  - 

1959 

Mrs.  John  Chandler 

1959  - 

1964 

Mrs.  J.  Benton  Stacy 

1964  - 

1969 

Mrs.  Jason  Collie 

1969  - 

1973 

No  organized  society  at  church 

1973  - 

1975 

Mrs.  H.C.  Ellwanger 

1975  - 

1976 

Mrs.  George  Lauder 

1976  - 

1978 

Mrs.  Frank  G.  Carter,  Sr. 

1979  - 

1980 

Mrs.  Herbert  M.  Smith 

1980  - 

1982 

Mrs.  E.C.  Wright,  Jr. 

1983  - 

1985 

Mrs.  Herbert  M.  Smith 

1986  - 

1987 

Mrs.  Claudine  Peery 

1987  - 

1989 

Mrs.  James  Gay 

PRESIDENTS  OF  THE 


Incomplete  Listing* 

1948  - 

1948 

Mrs.  Jack  Carter 

1948  - 

1950 

Mrs.  Charles  Wharton 

1950  - 

1952 

Miss  Irene  Pruitt 

1952  - 

1955 

Mrs.  Jack  Carter 

1955  - 

1957 

Mrs.  Charles  Stokes 

1957  - 

1958 

Mrs.  Bethel  Lovelace 

1958  - 

1959 

Unknown 

1959  - 

1960 

Mrs.  Johnnie  Neal 

1960  - 

1962 

Unknown 

1962  - 

1963 

Mrs.  Lawson  Wright 

WESLEYAN  SERVICE  GUILD 

1963  -  1965  Unknown 

1965  -  1966  Mrs.  Jessie  Hawks 

1966  -  1970  Mrs.  Lloyd  Thacker 
1970  -  1971  Mrs.  Thomas  Watson  Rakestraw 
1972  -  1973  Mrs.  E.C.  Wright,  Jr. 

*  Guild  was  replaced  along  with  the  W.S.C.S. 
with  the  creation  of  the  United  Methodist  Women 
in  1973.  The  above  names  and  dates  are  from 
church  records.  Some  dates  are  approximated 
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MISSIONARY  SOCIETY  ROLL  OF  RUFFIN  IN  1939 


Note:  The  following  is  the  earliest  surviving  list 
of  the  members  of  the  Ruffin  Woman's  Missionary 
Society,  dating  from  1939.  This  list  was  uncovered 


when  the  church  cornerstone  was  reopened  on 
June  25, 1989.  Unfortunately,  the  list  had  deteri- 
orated. 


Mrs.  Robert  Alcorn 
Mrs.  H.T.  Baise 
Mrs.  Paul  Brinkley 
Mrs.  Eugene  Baggett 
Mrs.  J.H.  Carter 
Mrs.  Clem  Carter 
Mrs.  George  Collie 
Mrs.  Jason  Collie 
Mrs.  Carroll  Ellwanger 
Miss  Sue  Chandler 
Miss  Lelia  Chandler 
Mrs.  Jem  Chandler 
Mrs.  John  Chandler,  Jr. 
Miss  Virginia  Ferrell 
Mrs.  J.W.  Fowler 
Mrs.  Lula  Hopper 
Mrs.  Howard  Hooker 
Mrs.  Lester  Jones 
Mrs.  G.R.  Lauder 
Mrs.  G.L.  Lauder 
Mrs.  T.F.  Littlejohn 
Mrs.  C.W.  Morris 


Members 


Mrs.  Dan  Morris 
Mrs.  Charlie  Morris 
Mrs.  Harry  Myers 
Mrs.  E.M.  Macon 
Mrs.  Mary  Stokes 
Mrs.  Charlie  Stokes 
Mrs.  Dick  Stokes 
Mrs.  Pink  Stokes 
Mrs.  John  Schreeder 
Mrs.  L.A.  Schrum 
Mrs.  Owen  Scrum 
Mrs.  E.C.  Wright 
Mrs.  E.L.  Wright 
Mrs.  A.E.  Worsham 
Mrs.  L.W.  Worsham 
Mrs.  W.H.  Wariner 
Mrs.  C.J.  Watts 
Mrs.  C.R.  Wharton 
Mrs.  John  Washburn 
Mrs.  J.  Berrye  Worsham 
Mrs.  C.J.  Wariner 


CHARTER  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
RUFFIN  CHAPTER  OF  THE  W.S.C.S  1940 


Note:  The  following  is  a  listing  of  the  first  mem- 
bers of  the  Ruffin  Methodist  Woman's  Society  of 

Mrs.  Eugene  Baggett 
Mrs.  Paul  Brinkley 
Mrs.  J.H  Carter 
Mrs.  Clem  Carter 
Miss  Sue  Chandler 
Miss  Lelia  Chandler 
Mrs.  Jem  Chandler 
Mrs.  John  Chandler 
Miss  Virginia  Ferrell 
Mrs.  T.F.  Littlejohn 
Mrs.  Fred  Fleagle 
Miss  Lottie  Frazier 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Jones 


Christian  Service,  which  was  organized  in  1940 
and  in  1973  became  the  United  Methodist  Women. 

Mrs.  G.L  Lauder 
Mrs.  E.M  Macon 
Miss  Virginia  Neese 
Miss  Mary  Richardson 
Mrs.  John  Schreeder 
Miss  Arrowanna  Shoaf 
Mrs.  W.H.  Wariner 
Mrs.  Clayborn  Watts 
Mrs.  C.R  Wharton 
Mrs.  J.  Berrye  Worsham 
Mrs.  LW.  Worsham 
Mrs.  E.C.  Wright,  Sr. 
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RUFFIN  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH 
1989  OFFICERS 


ADMINISTRATIVE  COUNCIL 

Chairperson 

Vice- Chairperson 

Lay  Leader 

Recording  Secretary 

Church  Treasurer 

Financial  Secretary 

Internal  Ministries  Chairperson 

Church  School  Superintendent 

Outreach  Ministries  Chairperson 

Health  and  Welfare 

Personnel  and  Pastoral  Care  Chairperson 

Personnel  and  Pastoral  Care  Secretary 

Finance  and  Property  Chairperson 

Finance  and  Property  Vice- Chairperson 

Trustee  Representative 

Annual  Conference  Delegate 

Reserve  Delegate 

Church  Historian 

Young  Adult  Representative 

Membership  Secretary 

UMW  President 

OUTREACH  MINISTRIES 

Chairperson 

Evangelism  and  Mission 

Christian  Unity  and  Social  Concerns 

Health  and  Welfare 

UMW  President 

Young  Adult  Representatives 

Young- at- Heart  Representative 

Single's  Representative 


Margaret  McMann 
Wayne  Jarrett 
Bobby  Wharton 
Paulette  Duke 
Jack  Carter 
Cindy  Wharton 
Florence  Wharton 
Louise  Wright 
Virginia  Gay 
Lib  Thacker 
Bob  Vosburg 

George  Lauder 
Jason  Collie 
Ed.  Rogers 
Margaret  McMann 
Paulette  Duke 
Arline  Smith 
Jeff  Jarrett 
Sara  Carter 
Virginia  Gay 


Virginia  Gay 
Elizabeth  Jones 
Marie  Wright 
Lib  Thacker 
Virginia  Gay 
Margaret  McMann 
Claudine  Peery 
Paulette  Duke 


INTERNAL  MINISTRIES 


Chairperson 
Vice-  Chairperson 
Church  School  Superintendent 
Children's  Ministries 

Youth  Ministries 
Audit  Ministries 

Education 
Worship 

Communion  Steward 
Recording  Secretary 
Shut-ins  Ministry 

Conference  Brotherhood,  Christian  Advocate,  and 
Builder's  Club  Rep. 


Florence  Wharton 
Cindy  Wharton 
Louise  Wright 
Judy  Worsham 
Cindy  Wharton 
Bob  Vosburg 
Jim  Holmes 
E.  C.  Wright 
Jenny  Smith 
Paulette  Duke 
Lib  Thacker 
Paulette  Duke 
Elizabeth  Jones 
Clara  Brown 
Dura  Carter 
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FINANCE  AND  PROPERTY 

Chairperson 

Vice- Chairperson 

Treasurer 

Financial  Secretary 

Annual  Conference  Delegate 

Reserve  Delegate 

Lay  Leader 

Administrative  Council  Chairperson 
Internal  Ministries  Chairperson 
Outreach  Ministries  Chairperson 
Personnal  and  Pastoral  Care  Chairperson 


George  Lauder 
Jason  Collie 
Jack  Carter 
Cindy  Wharton 
Paulette  Duke 
Margaret  McMann 
Bobby  Wharton 
Margaret  McMann 
Florence  Wharton 
Virginia  Gay 
Jim  Holmes 


Trustees: 
1990 
Mary  Adams 
Matt  Smith 
Lib  Thacker 


1991 
E.C.  Wright 
Claudine  Peery 
Minnie  Sue  Gooch 


1992 
Bob  Wharton 
Jim  Worsham 
Margaret  McMann 


Chairperson 
Secretary 


PERSONNEL  AND  PASTORAL  CARE 


Bob  Vosburg 


1990 
Ed  Adams 
Flo  Rogers 
Jim  Holmes 


1991 
Wayne  Jarrett 
Louise  Wright 
Irene  Pruitt 


1992 


BAPTISMS  RECORDED  IN  THE  RUFFIN  CIRCUIT  MEMBERSHIP 

ROLL  BOOK  1899-1939 


Note:  The  following  is  an  incomplete  listing  of  baptisms  for  the  Ruffin  Circuit  beginning  in  1899. 
The  listing  was  not  divided  according  to  the  respective  churches  in  which  the  christenings/baptisms 
took  place. 


Name 

Parents 

By  whom  Baptized 

Date 

Johnie  Thos.  Ashworth 

George  L.  Ashworth 
R.A  Ashworth 

Rev. 

W.S.  Hales 

5/7/1899 

Frank  Penn  Holderby 

Victor  M.  Holderby 
(Grandfather) 

Rev. 

Charles  A.  Wood 

10/4/1903 

J.  Horace  Carter,  Jr. 

J.H.  Carter 

Sallie  Carter,  deceased 

Rev. 

Charles  A.  Wood 

11/10/1903 

William  Spencer  Carter 

J.H.  Carter 

Sallie  Carter,  deceased 

Rev. 

Charles  A.  Wood 

11/10/1903 

Richard  G.  Wharton 

Charles  R.  Wharton 
Ethel  C.  Wharton 

Rev. 

Charles  A.  Wood 

7/18/1909 

Robert  M.  Butler 

Robert  Butler 
Annie  Butler 

Rev. 

J.P.  Hornbuckle 

7/18/1909 

Julia  Worsham 

J.J.  Worsham 

Rev. 

J.  P.  Hornbuckle 

4/25/1910 

Annie  Worsham 


70 


Ruf fin's  Methodist  Heritage  1367  -  1989 


Name 
Nannie  Will  Poteat 

John  Allen  Cook 
Charlie  Edward  Cook 
Susan  Elizabeth  Cook 
Frank  Alexander  Masters 

Earl  Sandford  ? 

Clyde  (sic)  Wharton  ? 
J.T.  Ferguson 

Allen  Stokes  Swan 

Margaret  Ann  Kirks 


Parents 
Mrs.  Sallie  W.  Poteat 
Father  deceased 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Charles  S. 


AH.  Masters 
L.J.  Masters 
Charles  S.  Cook 

Carrie  E.  Cook 

J? 

J.M.  Ferguson 
Ollie  Ferguson 
Nat  H.  Swan 
Nary  Stokes  Swan 
George  Robert  Kirks 
Josie  Marie  Kirks 


By  whom  Baptized 
Rev.  W.C.  Jones 


Date 

10/8/1919 


Cook 


Rev.  H.F.  Starr 
(maternal  grandfather) 
Rev.  H.F.  Stan- 


Rev.  J.H  Brendall 
Rev.  E.W.  Needham 
Rev.  J.W.  Fowler 


6/19/1921 
9/1/1924 

2/22/1925? 
7/17/1932 
5/18/1939 


A  Parital  List  of  Infant  and  Children  Baptisms 


James  Lawson  Chandler  1940  Raymond  John  Bramlett  1949 

Deborah  Elizabeth  Holderby  1940  William  Douglas  Bramlett  1949 

Nancy  Belle  Holderby  1940  James  Frederick  Bramlett  1949 

Thomas  Moro  Holderby  1940  Irving  Charles  Bramlett  1949 

Kenneth  Craig  Lauder  1940  Donald  Lundy  Bramlett  1949 

Ernest  Michawl  Macon  1940  Frank  Roscoe  Bramlett  1949 

Freddie  Keith  Macon  1940  Jean  Alza  Bramlett  1949 

Phillip  Scott  Morris  1940  Jeanne  Marie  Wright  1950 

Daniel  Wayne  Morris  1940  Richard  Wayne  Bramlett  1950 

Charles  William  Stokes  1940  George  William  Neal,  Jr.  1953 

Mary  Elizabeth  Stokes  1940  Carol  Ann  Neal  1953 

Emerson  Reid  Strader  1940  John  Vance  Neal  1953 

Edward  Faulkner  Watts  1940  Judith  Ann  Jones  1953 

Edward  Earl  Worsham  1940  Edward  M  Rogers,  Jr.  1953 

Charles  Herman  Bailey  1940  Florence  "Kandy"  Rogers  1953 

Dorothy  Elizabeth  Barker  1941  Charles  Robert  Wharton  1953 

Joanne  Lauder  1941  Allen  Royal  Wharton  1953 

Elizabeth  Ann  Chandler  1942  William  Blair  Wharton  1953 

Frances  Leigh  Morris  1942  Robert  Lee  Carter  1953 

Barbara  Ruth  Lauder  1943  James  Michael  Carter  1953 

Linda  Lee  Lauder  1945  Mary  Sue  Holderby  1954 

John  Marvin  Smith  1945  Richard  Houser  Stokes  1954 

Pamela  Anne  Wright  1946  Gordon  Sherrill  Jones  1954 

Sarah  Howard  Gibbs  1948  Patsy  Lou  Jones  1955 

Margaret  Anna  Smith  1948  Linda  Jay  Brown  1955 

Kathryn  Broyhill  Bangle  1948  Judy  Mae  Carter  1955 

Nancy  Ann  Bramlett  1949  Melvyn  Denise  Lewis  1955 

Gertrude  Elizabeth  Bramlett  1949  Charles  Irvin  Lewis,III  1955 

Barbara  Elaine  Bramlett  1949  Steven  Grey  Lewis  1955 

Bettie  Jane  Bramlett  1949  Charles  Irvin  Lewis  *1955 
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Virginia  Saunders  Lewis 

*1955 

1  o r*r*\ 7    Toon   T-< yt\ wtit\ 

iciiy  'Jcdii  diuwii 

John  William  Washburn,  Jr. 

1955 

i  nomas  waison  rvaKestraw,  or. 

lyot) 

Suzanne  Stokes 

1955 

ijynn  i_jeign  waiters 

Charles  Franklin  Dalton 

1955 

.DUilillc  fJdxlcLL 
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James  Judson  Worsham  III 

1955 

i  oiniTiy  oimpson 

1  Qftfi 

Alan  Craig  Littlejohn 

1956 
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Michael  Keith  Donaldson 

1956 
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Sandra  Gay  Collie 

1957 
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Hardin  Cornelius  Brown,  Jr. 

1957 
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1  Q7 1 

Julius  Berrye  Worsham,  III 

1957 

ivicreuiin  rascnai  rage 

1  Q79 

Cynthia  Marie  Collie 

1958 

VV  dllcl   IVldLLllcW   O  Lai  X 

1  Q7^ 

Thomas  Charles  Irwin,  Jr. 

1959 
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1  Q7fi 

Amanda  Carol  Collie 

1960 

OtUlL  \_y  dl  u  well 

1  Q78 

Janet  Denise  Worsham 

1960 

VUUl  WlCj    IVlal  1C     »Y  Hal  LU11 

1  978 

Stephen  Dale  Worsham 

1960 

Vylll  la  Lit:  Xjyilll  vy Cll  LCI 

1  uo  \J 

John  Dougald  Stewart,  Jr. 

1961 

Rrookp  DowHv  Wharton 

1  aOU 

David  Carroll  Ellwanger,  Jr. 

1961 

rvydn  iviuore 

1  a  o  i 

Cynthia  Dianne  Littlejohn 

1961 

Victor  Vosburg 

1  I7O0 

Sherri  Dianne  Strader 

1961 

Allison  Leigh  Wharton 

1984 

Bryan  Withers  Chandler 

1963 

Christopher  Dale  Irwin,  Jr. 

1  Q8fi 

Grier  Calvin  Wimmer 

1964 

L^droiyn  ivianeen  lrwin 

laoD 

Clifford  Claibourne  Watts 

1964 

Benton  Stacy  Smothers 

1987 

Hunter  Washburn  Willette 

1965 

CharlesCole  Smothers 

1987 

William  Michael  Worsham 

1965 

Ross  Vosburg 

1988 

Amy  Faith  Chandler 

1965 

Jeffery  Stewart  Worsham 

1965 

*Adults  included  in  list  by  mistake. 

Garry  Mark  Brown 

1965 

EARLIEST  RECORDS  OF  RUFFIN  CHURCH  MEMBERS 

1888-1918 

C- Certificate 
V-Vows 
B- Baptism 

Name  Date  of  Admission    Manner  of  Adm.      Date  of  Removal 


Mary  E.  Mitchel 
Nannie  Mitchel 
R  Thos.  Fitzgerald 
Mattie  Fitzgerald 
Nannie  Lewis  Holderby 
Richard  G.  Wharton 
E.  A.  Wharton 

Thos.  W.  Stokes  21 

Alice  W.  Nunnally  Hannah 

Geo.  W.  Anderson 

Ann  E.  Anderson 

Sallie  J.  Price  Gibson 

Sallie  V.  Williams 

Wm  T.  Lewis,  Jr. 


15  Nov.  07 


May  03  c 

25  Aug.  02 


22  Feb.  1900 
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Name 

Araminta  Price 

Frank  M.  Alcorn 

Virginia  A.  Alcorn 

Zena  Martin  Daniel 

Lucy  Carter  Wright 

Mary  J.  Stokes 

Nathan  Anderson 

Wm.  Alvis  Stacey 

Jas.  Morris  Pruett 

Thos.  Henry  Burton 

Mary  Ellen  Carter  Rollins 

Anna  Eliza  Mitchell 

Henry  Perkins 

Sallie  Mills  Moore 

Manerva  Chapman 

Jas.  Horace  Carter 

Lewis  Leaven  Moore 

Melissa  Brown 

Lizzie  Lee  Wariner  Clapp 

Annie  V.  Stacey 

Sallie  P.  Carter 

Cornelia  Carter 

Virginia  Carter  Wright 

Elizabeth  S.  Poteat 

C.  S.  Carter 

Judeth  A  Carter 

A  C.  Stacey 

Wm  N.  Hannah 

Elisha  S.  Cook 

Sadie  B.  Wharton  Williamson 

Frank  M  Alcorn,  Jr. 

Julia  K  Anderson  Hairston 

Ellis  Anderson 

Augusta  Neal  Carter  Anderson 

Eliza  W.  Burton 

Ida  Ja  Brown  Haizlip 

Chas.  L.  Bushnell 

Julia  Fowlkes 

Victor  M  Holderby 

Eliza  Perkins 

Mattie  E.  Worsham 

Martha  G.  Rollins 

Geo.  R.  Brown 

Emeline  Jones 

Ernest  L.  Wright 

Jas.  Robt  Fowlkes 

M  G.  Burton 

Ruth  E.  Wariner 

Lula  Anderson 

Robert  L  Wariner 

Anna  Hamlin 


Date  of  Admission    Manner  of  Adm      Date  of  Removal 


1898 

Dec.  21,  08 

22  June  88 

c 

26  Aug  88 

V 

1902 

20  May  88 

B 

1908 

14  Oct  88 

B 

14  Oct88 

B 

14  Oct  88 

B 

14  Oct  88 

B 

7  Feb.  98 

14  Oct  88 

B 

7  Feb.  98 

8  Oct  89 

v 

25  Oct  88 

v 

25  Oct  88 

V 

15  July  90 

c 

19  Oct  90 

B 

7  Sept  03 

23  Oct  90 

c 

12  May  90 

c 

20  May  00 

April  91 

c 

Amil  91 

c 

July  91 

c 

Aug.  91 

V 

12  Feb.  98 

Aug.  91 

V 

12  Feb.  98 

Aug.  91 

V 

1908 

Aug.  91 

v 

21  May  03 

Aug.  91 

c 

30  Jan  04 

Aug.  91 

v 

July  98 

Aug.  91 

V 

Oct  91 

V 

20  Aug.  01 

Oct  91 

V 

1904 

Aug.  91 

c 

2  Dec.  09 

April  92 

V 

April  92 

V 

2  7  July  98 

April  92 

v 

Oct  92 

v 

Oct  92 

v 

May  07 

Oct  92 

v 

Oct  92 

c 

2  April  93 

V 

1906 

2  April  92 

V 

7  Sept  93 

c 

1-30-04 

2  April  94 

V 

23  Sept  94 

V 

1-30-04 

Jan  96 

c 

Jan  96 

c 

Jan  96 

c 

12  July  9? 

July  96 

V 

July  96 

V 

4  Feb.  99 

Ruf fin's  Methodist  Heritage  1867  -  1989 


Name  Date  of  Admission    Manner  of  Adm.      Date  of  Removal 


lUd  OLflHa.ll 

Julv  96 

J_) 

/  r  eD.  yo 

J  F  Riirtnn 

Jnlv  Qfi 

R 

Tianipl  Rnrfrm 

Julv  96 

R 

XJ 

T  ,^mTYia  RniHwn 

XjCIIUIICI  1— >  LI  I  LAJll 

Jnlv  Qfi 

u  uiy  C/U 

R 

\A/il1ip  "RiiTfAn 

TT  1111 C    LJUJ  IAJ11 

Jnlv  96 

v 

V 

1  8  Mar  QS 

lYfarv  Tafp  T^onHon  A 

1V1CU  V     J.  O  Lv  UvllUVJll 

Julv  96 

tj  1X1  y    C  \J 

B 

Ed  Tate 

Julv  96 

B 

Rpttip  Hiihhflrrl  Rrintlp 

JUC  L  tlC   X  1  LIU  UCU  LI  JJ1  ill  Lit? 

Jnlv  Qfi 

tJ  Lliy  *7U 

R 

XJ 

jVToTn/  RnKprfQnn 

IVXcLlj'    1VUUC1  bOL^ll 

Jnlv  96 

R 

XJ 

Geo  Tallv 

VJ    \j.     x  ciixy 

Julv  96 

tl  U1V    yJ  \J 

v 

Aliop  IVToorp 

Julv  96 

B 

AatoiVi  R  TVTrF'flrlanH 

OCLLali  1— >.    1VXL/X  Cll  ICUIU 

Jnlv  96 
o  uiy  *7  u 

R 

ID 

♦Tn^pnh  IVTf  FarlanH 

(J  vJoCUU    1¥1\,1  CU  1CL11U 

Julv  96 

B 

7  Fph  Qft 

I     X  C U.  CO 

J  H  Hamlin 

tft    IX.    1  ICtillllll 

Julv  96 

v 

4  Feb  99 

T    X   C  JL/.    sJ  \J 

P  Marvin  T-Tfltrhpft 

V_y.    1VXCLL  Vlll  llalLUCtt 

Autr  96 

R 

XJ 

90  Ort  1  Q1  1 

Kprfm  T  ,PW1Q  Mpal 
JJC1  L1C7  JjCWIo  ±>CcI1 

R 

JJ 

^  Jnlv  04 

Rp^ciip  FitycpralH  Alrnrn 

Aug.  96 

B 

IVXCLLldll  1  llZjgCl  Cull 

Alio-  96 
Aug.  ju 

R 

XJ 

9^  Spnt  0^ 

Roht  H  Wariner 

IVUUt  XX.     TT  CU  11 1CI 

Aug.  96 

B 

Tiiipv  Anpp  Wnarf An 

UULj    JillLC    TT  1 1CL1  HJ11 

Aucr  96 

R 

JJ 

Tlflnipl  \  Avt&v 

XJC1111C1    v_y CU.  LCI 

Aucr  96 

R 

JJ 

1       A  QQ 

lo  April  yy 

RpT*np,T*rJ  T  .pwi'c 

Anp  96 

R 

JJ 

1 906 

X  U\J\J 

D&n  W.  WarinGr 

Aug.  96 

B 

.Tpnnip  Sfoippv 

O  C11111C   O  laLCjf 

Autr  Qfi 

R 

XJ 

Sflrnn  R  tljiFfpi* 

kJ <X1  Cll  1    X_J.    vdl  IC1 

Amy  Qfi 

B 

Riuxptyp  T.  T-TafphpH" 

LJLIciCllC   XJ.  XXC1LC11CLL 

Autr  Qfi 

B 

TT  1X11C    niLUl  11 

Aiiff  Qfi 

B 

9  June  03 

•Top  Rinlf  T.pwiq 

Aup  Qfi 

B 

T-Tqt+io  Ivf r»  T^arO  an /H 
XldlLlc  IVlCr  cLTldJlU. 

R 

lIUIIII  IVL  oiiiccy 

Autr  Q"? 

Q  Mnv  0^ 

rvUlUo  Xj.  xVdwxcy 

Opt  Q7 

p 

lo  uct.  yo 

LiUid  iyl  xvdwicy 

Hrt  Q7 

1  Q1 4 

iy  Irfc 

1  Ann  1— 1       Lr  mirl  Air 

tionn  n.  rvawiey 

n^-+  Q7 

n 

1  Q1  4 
iy  1*1 

/VI 1  L/C    IV.    l\d WICy     TT  ClilVCl 

1  FpH  oq 

(J.     TT.    r  ILZgClCULl 

99  Nnv  Q7 
V\  OV.  a  1 

V 

V 

1  QOfi 
iyuu 

Minnio    A/Ho  tyi  o 

9S  \Trv\7  Q7 
z  o  in  ov.  y  / 

V 

V 

RptriP  C*.   AnHprarm  Flallac? 
xjcllic        rvilUcl  oUxl  x*alldo 

1 1  Ana  qs 

Nan  nip  Tjipv  Clonic  Pnfpnt 

X  ™  Cll  11 11 C    JJUty                 I\.   X  W  LCcI  L 

1  ^  Ort  QQ 

R 

JJ 

Sup  Gorman  T^it7crprnlH 

UUC    1  'I  Ul  111  Cll  I   X  ILigCl  £UU 

R 

XJ 

Tnlv  9  '04 

John  Dan  Carter 

Ql  Ort  1Q00 

OX    L/LU  l»7vV/ 

v 

V 

1  Q04 

Maurirp  Holdprhv 

2fi  Jnlv  01 

c 

D  W  Hudson 

X-' .      TT.    1  lUUoUll 

1  Sent  01 

p 

Rpttip  Hudson 

1  Sent  01 

p 

27  Ort  02 

John  Hudson 

1  SeDt  01 

c 

Hope  Hudson  Holderby 

1  Sept  01 

c 

Linnette  Hudson 

1  Sept  01 

c 

Walter  R  Rawley 

1  Sept  01 

B 

Aug.  30,  07 

Adolphus  Fitzgerald 

1  Sept  01 

B 

Edgar  C.  Wright 

29  Sept  01 

V 

Virginia  A  Flyntoff 

29  Sept  01 

V 

1907 

Laura  Lewis 

29  Sept  01 

B 

Ruf fin's  Methodist  Heritage  1867  -  1989 


Name 

Date  of  Admission 

Manner  of  Adm. 

Date  of  Remov 

Janie  C.  Rawley 

29  Sept  01 

B 

Bessie  McK.  Borum  Carter 

29  Sept  01 

B 

W.  Taylor  Hagood 

6  Feb.  02 

C 

Nannie  Hagood 

6  Feb.  02 

C 

Sadie  J.  Lewis 

2  March  02 

C 

Jan.  05 

Beulah  Lewis 

5  Oct.  02 

B 

Feb.  23,  04 

Tommie  Lewis 

5  Oct.  02 

B 

Sue  P.  Lewis  Swann 

5  Oct.  02 

B 

Eulah  G.  Lewis 

5  Oct.  02 

B 

1906 

Frank  0.  Rawley 

5  Oct.  02 

B 

Arthur  Strader 

5  Oct.  02 

B 

John  Gammon 

5  Oct.  02 

B 

Sept.  04 

Agnes  A.  Warriner 

5  Oct.  02 

B 

Jenella  Worsham  Johnson 

5  Oct.  02 

B 

4  July  09 

Mabel  V.  Hatchett  Wright 

5  Oct.  02 

V 

Ethel  B.  Chandler  Wharton 

5  Oct.  02 

B 

Annie  E.  Hagood  Lewis 

5  Oct.  02 

B 

Elma  Courtney 

5  Oct.  02 

C 

2  Oct.  03 

C.  Walter  Lewis 

19  Oct.  02 

V 

Jan.  05 

Vesta  Lewis 

19  Oct.  02 

B 

Gertie  May  Barber  Lewis 

6  July  03 

C 

Addie  Burton  Newman 

25  Sept  04 

B 

Pricie  Gibson 

25  Sept  04 

B 

Ruth  Rawley 

25  Sept  04 

B 

Annie  Fitzgerald  Jones 

25  Sept  04 

B 

Emma  Hubbard 

25  Sept  04 

C 

Edna  Mobly 

25  Sept  04 

C 

D.  L.  Stallings 

25  Sept  04 

C 

1909 

Annie  F.  Worsham 

Aug.  20,  1905 

V 

Eveline  Worsham 

Aug.  20,  1905 

V 

Annie  H.  Williams  Stanton 

Aug.  20,  1905 

B 

Feb.  16,  191 

Wallace  Gibson  Worsley 

William  Brown  Wright 

Oct  27,  1906 

V 

Janie  Preston  Lewis 

Oct  27,  1906 

V 

Janie  Cornelia  Lewis 

Oct  27,  1906 

V 

Francis  Allen  Rawley 

Oct  27,  1906 

V 

Irene  Robertson  Lewis 

Oct  27,  1906 

V 

Sue  Lee  Carter 

Oct  27,  1906 

V 

Iris  Mildred  Fitzgerald  Bostic 

Oct  27,  1906 

V 

Richard  Walace  Fitzgerald 

Oct  27,  1906 

V 

Robert  Wharton  Fitzgerald 

Oct  27,  1906 

V 

Catherine  C.  Gibson 

Oct  27,  1906 

V 

William  J.  Worsham 

Oct  27,  1906 

V 

Maggie  Mae  Mitchel 

1905 

c 

18  July  09 

J.  Moro  Haygood 

1906 

c 

1918 

Mrs.  J.  H  England 

1905 

c 

Nov.  8,  1906 

Miss  Maude  G.  England 

1905 

c 

Nov.  8,  1906 

W.  L.  England 

1905 

c 

Nov.  8,  1906 

Cora  Harrelson 

25  May  07 

V 

Kathleen  Gibson 

25  May  07 

V 

Fannie  L.  Mobley 

25  May  07 

V 

1918 
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Name 

Lelia  Chandler 
Charles  R.  Wharton 
Bula  L.  Harvel 
Gertie  Moore 
Sudie  Moore 
John  W.  Stacey 
Mannie  Chilton 
Bettie  Harvel 
Cornelia  A.  Wright 
Willard  B.  Holderby 
Mary  V.  Holderby 
Thomas  W.  Fitzgerald 
John  Benton  Stacey 
Ray  Warmer 
Oscar  H.  Borum 
Russell  Johnson 
Eleanor  Stacey 
A.  Earl  Worsham 
John  F.  Lewis 
Leonodus  Lewis 
James  J.  Worsham 
Amard  Harrelson 
Sue  Chandler 
Charlie  Williams 
Samuel  Fitzgerald 
Dillard  Mary  Chandler 
James  Clyde  Worsham 
William  Evans 
Stephen  Evans 
William  S.  Carter 
Margie  M.  Worsham 
Alice  Chandler 
Nigie  Moore 
Robert  P.  Wright 
Mayme  Wright 
Horace  Carter 
John  W.  Chandler 
Percy  B.  Stokes 
William  J.  Hooker 
Daniel  J.  Worsham 
Fannie  Lee  Worsham 
L.  N.  Hickerson 
Sarah  T.  Chilton 
Sam  Wright 
Annie  B.  Chandler 
Mary  Morris 
Minnie  Morris 
John  W.  Cook 
Hazel  Cook 
T.  Mark  Strader 
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Date  of  Admission    Manner  of  Adm      Date  of  Removal 


25  May  07  V 

2  Aug.  08  V 

2  Aug  08  V 

2  Aug.  08  V 

2  Aug.  08  V 

2  Aug.  08  V  Dec.  19,  1908 

2  Aug.  08  V 

2  Aug.  08  V 

2  Aug.  08  V 

2  Aug.  08  V 

2  Aug.  08  V 

2  Aug.  08  V 

2  Aug.  08  V 

2  Aug.  08  V 

2  Aug.  08  V 

2  Aug.  08  V  4  July  09 

2  Aug.  08  V 

2  Aug.  08  V 

2  Aug.  08  V 

2  Aug.  08  V 

2  Aug.  08  V 

2  Aug.  08  V 

2  Aug.  08  V 

2  Aug.  08  V 

2  Aug.  08  V 

2  Aug.  08  V 

2  Aug.  08  V 

2  Aug.  08  V 

2  Aug.  08  V 

2  Aug.  08  V 

2  Aug.  08  V 

2  Aug.  08  V 

2  Aug.  08  V 

2  Aug.  08  V 

2  Aug.  08  V 

2  Aug.  08  V 

2  Aug.  08  V 

2  Aug.  08  V 

2  Aug.  08  C 

2  Aug.  09  C 

18  April  09  C 

6  June  09  V  7  July  10 

4  July  09  V 
25  July  09  B 
25  July  09  B 
25  July  09  B 
25  July  09  B 
25  July  09  B 
25  July  09  B 

5  Sept  09  V  5  Sept  11 


Name 

Florence  A.  Strader 
R  E.  Dickens 
James  Travis 
Blanch  Travis 
Cora  Frances  Worsley 
Bessie  Travis 
Mariah  Lee 

Christopher  J.  Wariner 
Wm.  Henry  Wariner 
Narcissus  Wariner 
Bessie  Fitzgeral 
Ada  Morris 
Martha  Lou  Roberts 
Carrie  Wariner 
Sallie  Poteat 
B.  L  Blackwell 
Mamie  Durham 
Charlie  Myers 
Mamie  Myers 
D.  L.  Durham 
Jno  Poteat 
Mrs.  John  F.  Lewis 
Dink  Morris 
Robt  Stacey 
Etta  Brown 
William  Worsham 
Sam  Wright 
Alice  Chandler 
Mary  Chandler 
J.  McElroy 
Mrs.  J.  Jones 
Lewis  (sic)  Cardwell 
Williomette  Wariner 
Wallace  Holderby 
Mrs.  L.  P.  Bogle 
Lawrence  Bogle 
Katie  Bogle 
G.  A  Beaver 
Sam  Worsley 
Paul  Bogle 
Mary  Golden 
Rev.  J.  T.  Strader 
Mrs.  J.  T.  Strader 
Mary  Morris 
T.  F.  Morris 
Mrs.  T.  F.  Morris 
Mary  Wright 
Howard  Durham 


Date  of  Admission    Manner  of  Adm.      Date  of  Removal 


19  Sept  09  C  5  Sept.  11 

17  Oct  09  V 

21  Aug.  10  V 

6  Nov.  10  B 

19  March  11  C 

Aug.  10,  11  B 

Aug.  10,  11  B 

Aug.  10,  11  B 

Aug.  10,  11  B  Aug.  1918 

Aug.  10,  11  B 

Aug.  20,  11  V  May  14,  14 

Aug.  20,  11  C 

Aug.  20,  11  C 

17  Sept  11  C 

Sept  13  C 

April  14  C 

Aug.  14  V 

Aug.  14  V 

Aug.  14  V 

Aug.  14  V 

Aug.  14  V 

Aug.  14  V 

Aug.  16  V 

Aug.  14  V 

1915  C 

Aug.  14  V 

Aug.  14  V 

Aug.  14  V 

Aug.  14  V 

Dec.  24,14  V  Jan.  '15 

Aug.1916  C 

Aug.  1916  V 

Aug.  1916  V 

Aug.  1916  V 

Dec.  1913  C 

Aug.  1916  V 

Dec.  1913  C 

Dec.  1913  C 

Aug.  1916  V 

Aug.  1916  V 

Aug.  1916  V 

June  1914  C 

June  1914  C 

Aug.  '14  V 

Aug.  '14  V 

Aug.  '14  V 

Nov.  1917  B 

Nov.  1917  B 


MEMBERS  OF  RUFFIN  CHURCH  IN  1989 


Adams,  Ed  &  Mary 

Alcorn,  Mary  Louise 

Barker,  Dorothy 

Barnett,  Virginia  Alice 

Billingsly,  Mary  Ann 

Brown,  Susie 

Brown,  Wanda 

Brown,  Hardin  Jr. 

Brown,  Clara 

Bryan,  Terri 

Cardwell,  Henry 

Cardwell,  Regina 

Cardwell,  Robert  &  Judy 

Carter,  C.E.  &  Lucy 

Carter,  Frank  &  Dura 

Carter,  Jack  &  Sara 

Carter,  Michael 

Carter,  Jackie 

Carter,  Thomas 

Chaney,  Tangie 

Cobb,  Margaret 

Cobb,  Margaret  Lee 

Collie,  Jason 

Cook,  Leanne 

Cook,  Lizzie  Ellen 

Dalton,  Charles  "Bobo" 

Dalton,  Charlie 

Dalton,  Christine 

Dickerson,  Bonnie 

Duke,  Paulette 

Duke,  Patrick 

Duke,  Davida 

Early,  Leatrice 

Early,  Wallace 

Early,  William,  Jr.  (Dub) 

Everett,  Cindy 

Gay,  Virginia 

Gooch,  Minnie  Sue 

Gooch,  Kaye 

Gooch,  Mike 

Goolsby,  Romona 

Hill,  Tammie  Jo 

Holderby,  Ollie 

Holderby,  Thomas  Jr. 

Holmes,  Jim  &  Myra 

Hooker,  Mary 

Jackson,  Brenda 

Jarrett,  Wayne  &  Annie  Mae 

Jarrett,  Jeff 

Jones,  Charles  &  Myrtle  (Bell) 
Jones,  Evelyn 


Jones,  Elizabeth 
Jones,  Lester  &  Sara 
Kornemann,  Ann 
Lauder,  George  &  Polly 
Lauder,  Joanne 
Lee,  Susie 
London,  Jean 
McMann,  Margaret 
McMichael,  Barbara 
Moore,  Rodney  &  Phyllis 
Morris,  Harold  &  Blanche 
Peery,  Claudine 
Purgason,  Lillian 
Pruitt,  Irene 
Ray,  Aylne 
Rogers,  Ed  &  Flo 
Rogers,  Ed  Jr. 
Saunders,  Deborah 
Smith,  Arline 
Smith,  Marvin 
Smith,  Jenny 
Smith,  Matt 
Smith,  Jason 
Stokes,  Viola 
Strader,  Phillip 
Strader,  Reid  &  Louise 
Thacker,  Lloyd  &  Lib 
Thore,  Linda  Roach 
Vosburg,  Bob  &  Barbara 
Washburn,  John  Jr. 
Wharton,  Allen 
Wharton,  Bill 
Wharton,  Bob  &  Cindy 
Wharton,  Patsy 
Wilson,  Elizabeth 
Worsham,  Frances 
Worsham,  Jimmy  &  Judy 
Wright,  E.C.  &  Marie 
Wright,  Lawson 
Wright,  Louise 
Wright,  Olive 

PREPARATORY  MEMBERS 

Cardwell,  Scott 
Moore,  Ryan 
Vosburg,  Ross 
Vosburg,  Victor 
Wharton,  Courtney 
Wharton,  Brooke 
Wharton,  Allison 
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REV.  LAUGHLIN  RECALLS  RUFFIN  CHURCH 


Note 

Mr.  Tom  Henderson  of  Yanceyville  in  Caswell 
County,  North  Carolina  was  for  many  years  a  prom- 
inent news  reporter  and  columnist  during  the  first 
half  of  this  century.  He  married  into  the  Chandler 
family  of  Ruffin;  through  this  connection  he  be- 
came well  acquainted  with  the  people  and  customs 
of  Ruffin.  In  his  famous  column  "Unorthodox 
News,  Views  and  Opinions,"  Henderson  often 
mentioned  his  friends  in  Ruffin-  a  case  in  point 
being  the  following  excerpt  which  appeared  in  the 
April  8,  1937  edition  of  the  Madison  Messenger. 
Henderson  is  writing  about  former  Ruffin  Church 
pastor  Rev.  Robert  M.  Laughlin,  and  an  interest- 
ing story  unfolds: 
****** 

I  like  Bob  Laughlin,  as  I  have  before  said.  He  is  a 
young  minister  of  the  Methodist  Church,  for  the 
present  stationed  at  Madison,  where  he  is  very 
much  loved....  When  Bob  finished  at  Duke,  his 
Bishop  knowing  his  field  and  his  man,  sent  him 
over  to  churches  at  Ruffin  and  Pelham,  where  they 
don't  know  any  but  first-rate  preachers  more  than 
a  year.  They  are  good  folks  thereabouts,  but  they 
got  their  notions,  idiosyncrasies  and  high  ideas  of 
how  a  preacher  ought  to  preach  and  conduct  him- 
self and  not  be  hifaluting  or  talk  too  much  about 
sin  and  hell- fire.  Bob  was  telling  me  some  time  ago 


about  his  percussions  and  reprecussions  when  he 
first  landed  at  Ruffin.... 

"I  got  in  late  Saturday  night,"  said  Bob,  "and 
early  Sunday  morning  I  went  over  to  the  church, 
for  Sabbath  schooL  Things  looked  mighty  lone- 
some around  there,  but  there  was  a  small  column 
of  thin  smoke  arising  out  of  the  chimney,  so  I  push- 
ed the  door  and  entered.  There  was  one  lone  occu- 
pant. An  elderly  steward,  whose  name  I  need  not 
call  for  identification  to  his  friends,  was  sitting  in  a 
chair  up  at  the  stove,  reared  back,  his  feet  on  the 
stove,  hat  tilted  on  his  head,  with  teeth  holding  a 
long  cigar  at  an  angle  of  about  60  degrees,  and  he 
was  deep  in  the  stock  market  sheet  of  the  Sunday 
paper.  As  soon  as  he  saw  me,  that  steward  hopped 
up  as  polite  as  a  dance-master,  grabbed  my  hand 
and  gave  me  the  warmest  welcome  I  ever  had.  We 
got  well- acquainted  in  a  few  minutes  and  then  he 
gave  me  this  advice: 

"Preacher,  we  don't  like  long  sermons.  As  the 
fellow  said  about  the  lady's  dress:  'long  enough  to 
cover  the  essentials,  but  short  enough  to  be  inter- 
esting'." 

"I  got  to  know  the  man,"  concluded  Bob,  "and 
the  better  I  knew  him  the  better  I  liked  him  He  has 
one  of  the  kindest  hearts  I've  ever  rubbed  against 
There's  no  show,  pretentions  or  artificialities  about 
him.  If  he  likes  you  he  likes  you,  and  if  he  don't  he 
don't" 


SOME  RECOLLECTIONS  OF  RUFFIN  METHODIST  CHURCH 

By  Mrs.  Florence  Wariner  Rogers 


Note: 

At  the  request  of  the  author,  a  long  standing 
member  of  the  Ruffin  Methodist  Church,  Mrs. 
Florence  Wariner  Rogers,  has  prepared  this  inter- 
esting account  of  her  childhood  days  in  the  church. 
Since  the  account  covers  such  a  wide  span  of  years, 
it  was  deemed  more  appropriate  to  allow  this  com- 
pilation to  remain  separate  from  the  main  text 
The  author  wishes  to  express  his  sincere  gratitude 
to  Mrs.  Rogers  for  her  generous  contribution  to 
this  project 


While  working  on  the  church  history,  I  had  the 


pleasure  of  discussing  past  church  events  with 
many  church  members.  Their  memories  coupled 
with  mine  to  reaffirm  my  belief  that  our  church 
history  is  much  more  than  dates  and  activities,  but 
rather  an  integral  aspect  of  our  lives. 

Many  of  us  have  special  memories  of  our  associ- 
ation with  the  church  during  our  childhood  years: 
Clad  in  our  best  outfits,  we  were  never  late  for 
Sunday  School  for  fear  of  losing  the  privilege  of  at- 
tending the  Sunday  School  picnic.  This  gala 
occasion  was  initially  held  at  Guerrant's  Springs 
or  Park  Springs  and  then  later  at  Luna  Lake. 
Except  for  an  occasional  cool  dip  in  Hogan's  Creek 
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or  Worsham's  Mill  Pond,  this  was  our  main  swim 
during  the  summer.  After  Bible  school  classes, 
Reverend  Bennett  would  sometimes  favor  the  chil- 
dren with  an  additional  swim  at  Worsham's  Mill... 
and  those  who  misbehaved  were  left  sitting  on  the 
tall  steps  at  the  entrance  to  the  church. 

Church  association  was  frequently  integrated 
into  family  routine;  Preachers  were  often  invited  to 
share  Sunday  dinner.  This  was  less  than  desirable 
for  us  as  children,  since  we  had  to  eat  at  the  "second 
table".  Mr.  H.F.  Starr,  whom  we  always  expected 
for  dinner  after  his  services,  was  a  favorite  minister 
and  special  friend  of  my  father. 

As  we  grew,  our  ideals  were  shaped  by  the  many 
church  members  who  volunteered  as  Sunday 
School  teachers.  Edna  Hudson  and  Irene  Pruitt 
recall  being  taught  by  Mary  Fitzgerald  Moore. 
Annie  Mae  Wariner  Williams  remembers  the  fine 
teachings  of  Mattie  Worsham.  And  I  was  very  fond 
of  Catherine  Waycaster  Stokes  as  my  teacher. 

Many  beautiful  hymns  were  implanted  in  our 
hearts  by  gifted  pianists  and  organists.  Kathleen 
Gibson  was  the  church  pianist  for  a  number  of 
years,  succeeded  by  Dorothy  Worsham  Barker. 
Mary  Stacey  Worsham  and  Florence  Dowdy  Whar- 
ton later  purchased  private  organs  in  order  to  learn 
to  play  the  church  organ  so  the  music  could  become 

an  even  more  encompassing  aspect  of  our  church 
services.  Our  music  program  was  also  enriched  by 
the  talents  of  a  number  of  members  whd  studied 
music  both  privately  and  formally.  Evelyn  Wor- 
sham Moore,  Anice  Worsham,  Dorothy  Worsham 
Barker,  and  Mary  Stacey  Worsham  played  the 
piano;  Mary  Cole  Stacey  and  Sara  Wariner  Ed- 
mondson  played  the  violin;  and  Mary  Stokes 
Swan,  Elizabeth  Carter  Chandler  and  John  Wash- 
burn sang. 

The  Women  of  the  church  fulfilled  many  differ- 
ent roles  and  responsibilities.  They  contributed 
long  hard  hours  cleaning  the  building,  baking 
goods  for  church  socials  and  money- making  pro- 
jects, as  well  as  seeing  to  the  needs  of  the  less  for- 
tunate, sick  and  bereaved  in  the  community.  They 
developed  and  implemented  programs  with  the 
children  of  the  church  which  included  outstanding 
Christmas  programs. 

I  was  not  in  Ruffin  during  the  late  thirties  and 
forties,  but  my  church  membership  and  heart  re- 
mained. I  visited  frequently;  and  on  many  of  my 
visits,  I  would  see  my  mother,  Mrs.  W.H.  Wariner, 
working  night  and  day  compiling  the  favorite  reci- 
pes of  the  church  members  and  their  friends  into 


the  Ruffin  Recipes  Cookbook.  There  are  many  of 
these  books  in  circulation  today  -  after  more  than 
forty  years. 

When  I  returned  to  Ruffin  in  the  early  fifties, 
the  Sunday  school  and  church  activities  continued 
to  be  directed  by  devoted  superintendents  and 
teachers.  My  classes  were  taught  by  the  capable 
"Jennie"  Littlejohn,  as  well  as  by  Ada  Morris, 
Arline  Smith,  and  Helen  Worsham  Hamerick.  The 
children's  activities  excelled  under  the  leadership 
of  Dorothy  Collie.  My  mother  was  appointed 
Communion  Stewardess  and  served  in  that  capac- 
ity until  her  health  caused  her  to  relinquish  her  ap- 
pointment I  succeeded  my  mother  as  Communion 
Stewardess  for  many  years. 

And  then  there  were  those  rare  and  special  oc- 
casions that  pried  open  the  church  formality  and 
humorously  reminded  us  of  our  humanity.  Olive 
Wright  recalls  how  disgusted  some  of  the  ladies 
were  when,  after  their  tiring  efforts  to  clean  the 
windows,  Taylor  Haygood  thought  a  window  was 
open  and  spat  his  tobacco  juice  on  one  of  the  metic- 
ulously cleaned  windows.  Mary  Worsham  once 
said  that  she  feared  missing  a  note  while  playing 
the  church  organ  for  watching  her  husband  sitting 
near  the  back  of  the  sanctuary.  He  would  read  the 
newspaper  and  sometimes  drop  off  to  sleep,  bring- 
ing forth  "giggles"  from  the  children.  Another  col- 
orful character  was  Dr.  Charlie  Wharton,  a  devoted 
physiciaa  It  is  said  that  on  one  Sunday  he  observed 
his  sister- in- laws  changing  their  dollar  in  the  collec- 
tion plate.  The  perturbed  physician  said  to  his 
conservative  in-laws,  "Hell,  hell,  why  don'tyou  put 
the  whole  dollar  in!"  During  a  revival,  one  drunken 
fellow  took  out  his  bottle  to  have  another  drink 
and  dropped  it  with  a  loud  crash,  spilling  his 
"booze"  all  over  the  floor.  Sheriff  Dick  Stokes  pa- 
tiently awaited  until  after  the  service  to  arrest  him 
According  to  Polly  Lauder,  Numa  Cobb  believed 
the  church  parsonage  committee  had  no  need  to 
replace  the  old  wood- burning  and  oil  stove  for  an 
electric  stove.  He  said  he  had  always  eaten  food 
cooked  on  a  wood  stove  and  the  preacher  was  no 
better  than  he  was  and  should  do  likewise.  Thus, 
Mr. Cobb  was  not  interested  in  contributing  $5.00 
toward  the  purchase  of  a  new  stove. 

Ruffin  Methodist  Church  has  always  been  a 
center  of  interest  for  individuals  in  the  community, 
a  meeting  place  for  fellowship  and  worship.  These 
are  just  a  few  of  the  many  recollections  of  the 
church  I  grew  to  love  and  cherish. 
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THE  RIDING  TOURNAMENT  AT  RUFFIN 


Note:  The  following  is  an  account  of  the  riding 
tournament  that  was  regularly  held  in  Ruffin  many 
years  ago.  The  excerpt  below  appeared  in  the 
Reidsville  Review,  around  1919.  While  the  story 
itself  is  not  directly  related  to  the  church,  the 
church  history  committee  deemed  it  interesting 
enough  to  be  included  as  an  appendix  to  this 
history. 

"Down  at  Ruffin  they  put  lots  of 'pep'  into  their 
celebration,  featuring  the  day  with  an  old-fashioned 
riding  tournament  in  the  afternoon.  Twenty- one 
riders  tested  their  skill  with  horse  and  lance  and 
Ruffin  sustained  its  reputation  in  furnishing  more 
expert  tournament  artists  to  the  square  yard  than 
any  other  community  in  America...  The  boys'  band 
in  new  and  breezy  looking  uniforms  went  down 
from  Reidsville  and  furnished  inspiring  music. 
John  Chandler,  Dr.  Stokes,  John  Benton,  Morris 
Holderby  et  als.  bedecked  in  diverse  colors,  were 
in  their  glory  in  their  respective  jobs  as  marshals, 
judges,  time- keepers  and  starters.  The  crowd  was 
large  and  everybody  was  glad  of  the  opportunity  to 
be  there. 

The  winners  were: 
Frank  Hooper,  "Knight  of  Perseverance,"  (perfect 
score),  crowned  Miss  Laura  Mullen;  Frank  Raw- 
lins, "Knight  of  Rabbit  Shuffle,"  second  honor, 
crowned  Miss  Nannie  Oakley;  Sam  Strader,  "Knight 
of  Nothing,"  third  honor,  crowned  Miss  Sue  Chand- 


ler, Benton  Stacy,  "Knight  of  Templar,"  fourth, 
crowned  Miss  Nettie  Harris.  These  partook  of  the 
ancient  royal  coronation  supper  and  were  served 
from  a  sumptuous  table  prepared  for  royalty. 

The  following  knights  also  participated  in  the 
tournament  Dick  Stokes,  "Knight  of  the  Wildcats"; 
Joe  Wright, " Catch'Em  All";  Zeb  Ferrell,  "India"; 
Thos.  Holderby,  "No  Hope";  David  Wright,  "Cas- 
well"; Glenn  Carter,  "Argonne";  Buck  Worsham, 
"Borrowed  Horse";  P.B.  Harrelson,  "No  Sweet- 
heart"; Crawford  Harville,  "Lost  Cause";  Robert 
Wray,  "Reidsville";  Jno.  Collie,  "Hard  Luck"; 
Glenn  Rainey,  "Shady  Grove";  Ernest  Wright, 
"Lone  Star";  Dr.  Stokes,  "Wild  West";  Wiley  War- 
mer, "Ruffin" 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  riding,  the  supper  was 
next  on  the  program  And  such  a  feast  of  good  things 
to  eat!  Country  ham  oysters,  chickens,  and  the  like. 
Ample  justice  having  been  done  the  same,  the 
scene  of  gayeetes  was  shifted  to  Guerrant  Springs 
where  in  the  commodious  pavilion  queens  and 
maids  were  crowned  and  old  and  young  tripped  the 
light  fantastic  into  the  wee  small  hours  of  Saturday. 

Supper  was  served  to  200  by  Mrs.  John  Lord 
(whose  family  ran  the  local  hotel). 

Prof.  L.N.  Hickerson  (County  School  Superin- 
tendent and  former  Ruffin  resident)  delivered  the 
charge  to  the  knights  and  lawyer  Jim  Sharp  (of 
Reidsville)  in  beautiful  and  well  chosen  words 
made  the  coronation  address. 


CHURCH  MEMORIALS 


Sanctuary  and  Hall 

Stained  Glass  Windows  -  given  in  memory  of  Cor- 
nelia Wright  by  her  husband  George  Morton 

Altar  -  in  memory  of  Janie  K  Rawley  by  Frances 
Stokes 

Altar  Set  -  paraments,  brass  vases,  candlesticks  in 
memory  of  Frances  Rawley  Stokes 

Brass  Collection  Plates  -  (2  small)  by  Margaret 
Smith  McMann 

Chimes  -  Deagan  -  in  memory  of  Dr.  Charles  Rob- 
ert Wharton  by  his  wife 

Public  Address  System  -  in  memory  of  Ethel  C. 
Wharton  by  her  family 

Organ  -  in  memory  of  Mrs.  Lema  Jane  Duncan 
Strader  wife  of  E.G.  Strader 


Brass  Collection  Plates  -  (large)  in  memory  of  Mrs. 
Willie  Burton  Lauder 

Lighted  Cross  -  given  by  Mrs.  Sarah  Wariner  Ed- 
mondson  in  memory  of  William  Henry  Wariner 

Lectern  -  given  in  memory  of  C.J.  (Kit)  Warriner 
and  Carrie  Borun  Warriner  by  their  daughters 

Baptismal  Font  -  in  honor  of  Mrs.  William  H.  Wari- 
ner, Sr.  given  by  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Frank  Edmondson 

Silver  Flower  Urn  -  given  in  memory  of  John  Wil- 
liamson Chandler  by  his  family 

Bible  on  Lectern  -  in  memory  of  Dr.  A.E.  Worsham 
by  Sue  Lee  Worsham  -  this  was  saved  from  the 
second  church  when  it  was  burning 

Christian  Flag  -  in  memory  of  Mrs.  Ada  Collins 
Dalton  by  her  children 
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United  States  Flag  -  in  memory  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J. 

Lester  Jones,  Sr.  by  their  children 
Hymnals  -  (red)  given  in  memory  of  Mrs.  Annie  F. 

Worsham  by  her  children  Helen,  Clyde,  and 

Berrye 

Pew  Cushions  -  in  memory  of  Dorothy  B.  Collie  by 
her  husband,  Jason  Collie 

Central  Air  System  in  Sanctuary,  cream  colored 
choir  robes,  and  green  and  white  stoles  -  in 
memory  of  Herbert  Marvin  Smith  by  Mrs.  Arline 
Smith,  Margaret  Anna  and  Marvin 

Benches  for  children  -  by  Bob  Vosburg 

Silk  Flower  arrangement  -  in  memory  of  Sue  Lee 
Worsham  by  Barbara  Stacey  Moore  and  Rachel 
Stacey  Smothers 

Tape  Recorders  and  tapes  -  by  Louise  Wright  and 
Herman  Vaden 

New  United  Methodist  Hymnals  -  in  memory  of 
James  J.  Worsham  II  by  his  Army  Air  Force 
Weather  Reconnaissance  Crew  and  his  family 

New  Paraments  -  given  by  Joann  and  William  Sto- 
kes in  memory  of  his  parents,  Catherine  and 
Charlie  Stokes 

Communion  Set  -  silver  -  in  memory  of  Walter 
Burton  Lauder 

Communion  Lines'-  by  Mrs.C.R.  Lauder's  sisters 

Silver  Baptismal  Cup  -  by  Elizabeth  Baldwin  - 
Faithful  (negro)  housekeeper  for  Rev. Fowler's 
family 

Brass  Tray  and  Chalice  -  by  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Jim 
Eastin 

Water  Fountain  in  Corridor  -  in  memory  of  W.L. 
Dalton,  Sr.  by  his  children 

Vestibule 

Guestbook  Registry  Table  -  in  memory  of  J.D. 

Neal  by  Mrs.  P.D.  McMichael 
Table  -  in  memory  of  Dorothy  B.  Collie  by  Ada 

Morris  Bible  class  and  Friends 
Two  Large  Chairs  in  Vestibule  -  saved  from  old 

church 

Church  Pews 

In  Memory  of: 

John  Anthony  Benton 
Bernard  L.  Blackwell 
Judith  Mae  Carter 
Alice  Wright  Chandler 
James  Lawson  Chandler 
John  Williamson  Chandler 
Lucy  Sommers  Cobb 
John  W.  Cook 


Franklin  Adolphus  &  Lula  Harris  Ferrell 
John  Wesley  &  Molly  Berrye  Fitzgerald 
Virginia  Pinnix  Hatchett  by  Edgar  C.  &  Mabel 

Hatchett  Wright 
Julia  Worsham  Hooper 
Rufus  Lee  &  Lula  Keese  Rawley 
Thomas  William  Stokes 
Mary  S.  Winstead  by  Eliza  A.  Godwin 
Dr.  Charles  Robert  Wharton 
Dr.  Richard  Goode  Wharton  and  Eliza  Courts 

Wharton 
Adolphus  Erie  Worsham 
James  Judson  Worsham 
William  Jefferson  Worsham 
Mattie  Fitzgerald  Worsham 
Ernest  Linwood  Wright  and  Jennie  Carter  Wright 
Robert  P.  Wright 

Church  Pews 

Given  by: 

J.H.  Carter  &  Family 

Mrs.  &  Mrs.  George  Leroy  Lauder 

C.W.  Morris  &  Family 

Harry  W.  Myers  &  Family 

E.M.  Rogers  by  the  Family 

Ruffin  School  Faculty  1938  -  1939 

Sheriffs  Office  -  1939 

W.H  Warmer  &  Family 

J.  Berrye  Worsham  &  Family 

In  Honor  of: 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  C.W.  Morris 

J.  Benton  &  Mary  Cole  Stacey  -  by  their  daughters 
Mary  S.  Worsham  -  by  Mary  Elizabeth  Worsham 
and  J.  Berrye  Worsham  Jr.  Three  Choir  Pews 
in  appreciation  of  her  faithful  service  to  this 
church.. 

Leon  W.  &  Lennie  Watts  Worsham  -  by  their  sons 
Community  Bible  Classroom: 

Piano  given  by  Helen  Worsham  Hamrick 
Painting  "  Christ  at  Hearts'  Door"  by  Cora  Harrel- 
son 

Folding  Chairs  given  by  Leon  W.  Worsham 
Statuette  of  the  Last  Supper  given  by  Christine 

and  John  Dalton 

Young  Adult  Classroom 
Bible  -  given  in  memory  of  Gloria  Kay  Purgason, 

Bonita  Marian  Brown,  and  Joan  Marie  Durham 

by  Ruffin  Senior  Class  of  1965 
Raphael's  Madonna  -  given  in  memory  of  Mrs. 

Willie  Burton  Lauder 
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Outside: 

Two  Willow  Oak  Trees  (front  lawn)  -  in  memory  of 
Mrs.  Lula  C.  Hopper  and  Mrs.  Julia  C.  Cobb  by 
The  Ada  Morris  Class 

Outside  cover  over  walk  and  entrance  to  church; 
Indoor- outdoor  Carpeting  on  steps  and  walk  - 
in  memory  of  Mrs.  Ethel  C.  Wharton  by  her 
family 

Church  Steeple  -  given  in  memory  of  Berrye  Wor- 
sham  by  Mary  S.  Worsham 

Cement  Seats  and  Birdbath  -  by  James  J.  Wor- 
sham, II 

Lawn  Bulletin  Board  -  given  in  memory  of  Judith 
Mae  Carter  by  her  parents,  Lucy  and  Clem 
Carter 

Miscellaneous  Memorials: 

Dark  Green  Hymnals  -  donated  by  numerous 

church  members  in  the  1940's 
Crystal  Punch  Bowl  -  given  by  Frances  Rawley 

Stokes 


Pulpit  in  Fellowship  Hall  -  probably  from  second 
church 

Piano  in  Fellowship  Hall  -  probably  from  second 
church 

Money  Bequests: 

Over  the  years  Ruffin  Methodist  Church  has 
been  the  recipient  of  money  bequests  from  the 
estates  of  members,  family,  and  friends.  These 
have  helped  to  provide  financial  security  to  nu- 
merous church  projects.  The  church  has  always 
been  very  grateful  for  these  gifts.  The  following  per- 
sons are  among  the  ones  who  have  remembered 
the  church  in  their  wills: 

Mr.  Clyde  Worsham 

Dr.  James  Warriner 

Mrs.  Evelyn  Worsham  Johnston 

Miss  Sarah  Johnston 

Miss  Alice  Chandler 

Miss  Sue  Chandler 


CONTRIBUTIONS  MADE  TO  THE  HISTORY  FUND 

In  Memory 

Donors 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Harry  Myers  and  Mr.  T.F.  Morris 

Mary  E.  Osborne 

Ernest  L.  Wright 

Mrs.  Ernest  L.  Wright 

Allen  Lee 

Mrs.  Allen  Lee 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  John  W.  Cook 

Annie  Mae  &  Wayne  Jarrett 

Mrs.&  Mrs.  J.  C.  Jarrett 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  C.  W.  Morris 

Mary  E.  Osborne 

Mrs.  Geneva  Morris  Ellwanger 

Harold  &  Blanche  Morris 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Benton  Stacey 

Barbara  &  Jess  Moore 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Benton  Stacey 

Rachel  &  Garland  Smothers 

Mrs.  Jason  Collie  (Dorothy  B.) 

Jason  Collie 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  G.  R.  Lauder 

Polly  &  George  Lauder 

Herbert  Marvin  Smith 

Arline  Smith 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Edgar  C.  Wright,  Sr. 

Marie  &  E.C.  Wright 

W.  Pink  Stokes 

Viola  Stokes 

Florence  D.  Wharton 

Bobby  &  Cindy  Wharton 

James  J.  Worsham  II 

John  Washburn,  Jr. 

Margie  Worsham  Moore 

Olive  F.  Wright 

James  J.  Worsham  II 

Olive  F.  Wright 

Alice  McKinney  Wright 

Olive  F.  Wright 

John  R.  &  Lizzie  Goodson  Schreeder 

Elizabeth  Schreeder  Jones 

John  Paul  Jones  V 

James  L.  Chandler 

Ann  Chandler  Kornemann 

Florence  D.  Wharton 

Edd  &  Flo  Rogers 
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Mr.  &  Mrs.  William  Henry  Wariner 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  William  Henry  Wariner 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  William  Henry  Wariner 
Tom  Holderby 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Edgar  C.  Wright,  Sr. 


Annie  Mae  Williams 

Janie  Wariner  Golden  Barbee 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Edward  M.  Rogers,  Sr. 

Ollie  Holderby 

Virginia  Wright  Gay 


In  Honor 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  E.  R.  Strader 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  G.  L.  Lauder 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  E.  C.  Wright,  Jr. 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  E.  C.  Wright,  Jr. 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Linwood  Wright 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Chandler  Wilson 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Edd  Rogers 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Edd  Rogers 
Betty  &  Jason  Collie,  Jr. 
Joyce  &  Earl  Lindberg 


Donors 


E.  R.  Strader,  Jr. 
Their  Children 

David  &  Jeanne  Wright  Canady 
John  &  Pam  Wright  Page 
Mrs.  Ernest  Wright 
Ann  C.  Kornemann 
Kandy  Rogers  Smith 
Edd  Rogers,  Jr. 
Jason  Collie 
Jason  Collie 


Ruffin's  Methodist  Heritage  In 
Photographs  ... 


Ruff  ins  Methodist  Heritage  1867  -  1989 


1959 

Front  Janie  Chandler  and  Alice  Chandler. 
Back  Brownie  Grigsby,  Mary  Chandler  Grigsby 
and  Sue  Chandler. 


1959  Christening 
John  Paul  Jones,  V,  Carolyn  Jones  Irwin- hold- 
ing newly  Christened  Son,  Thomas  Charles  Irwin, 
Jr.;  Michael  Keith  Donaldson,  son  of  Carolyn 
Jones  Irwin,  held  by  his  grandmother,  Elizabeth 
Schreeder  Jones;  and  Rev.  June  Greene  after 
Christening  at  home  of  John  Paul  Jones. 


Thomas  F.  Morris 


Bazaar  Articles  at  Ruffin  United  Methodist  Church 
in  1960s. 

Pictured  seated  left  to  right  Margaret  Cobb, 
Marie  Wright,  Becky  Rakestraw,  Geneva  Ellwan- 
ger  and  Minnie  Sue  Gooch  Standing:  Evelyn 
Jones. 


Narcissus  Bass  Bradley  Wariner 
age  21 


Paulette  Duke 
Choir  Director 


Carleen,  Alice  and  Lawson  Wright 
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Mr.  and  Mrs.  E  G.  Strader 


Benton  Stacy 


Willie  B.  Lauder 
(Mrs.  G  R) 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  W.  Morris 
The  Ada  Morris  Class  at  Ruffin  Methodist 
Church  was  named  for  Mrs.  Morris 


Leon  W.  Worsham 


William  Henry  Wariner 
age  21 


Pam  Wright  and  Kathy  Bangle 
(Early  fifties) 
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Herbert  M  Smith  Mrs  Florence  D.  Wharton  Mrs.  C.  R  Wharton 

(Mrs.  Charles  A)  (Ethel  Chandler) 


Mr.  T.  W.  Stokes  J  Berrye  Worsham  Lennie,  Berrye,  Jr.  and 

Mary  Worsham 
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Standing  left  to  right- 
John  Benton,  John  Stacy  and  W.  H.  Wariner, 
others  unknown. 


Dorothy  B.  Collie  £>r  Charles  R  Wharton  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harry  W.  Myers 

(Mrs.  Jason,  Sr.) 


Part  of  Ruffin  Church  Mural  in  Fellowship  Hall 
1988 
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Church  members  attend  reopening  of  Corner- 
stone in  1989. 


November  1939  Newspaper  revealed  when 
cornerstone  is  reopened. 


Cast  of  play  given  for  Teacher's  Dinner  depict- 
ing "School  Days  of  Yesteryear".  Front  row:  Polly 
Lauder  and  Florence  Wharton  Back  row:  Dorothy 
Collie,  Arline  Smith,  Miss  Cora  Harralson  as 
Teacher,  Jenny  Littlejohn  and  Lib  Chandler. 


June  22,  1939  edition  of  "North  Carolina 
Christian  Advocate"  found  in  the  cornerstone 
when  opened  in  June  1989. 


Margaret  McMann  uncovers  1968  Church 
History  during  reopening  of  the  cornerstone  in 
1989. 


Four  Generations  of  Worshams 
James,  Jr.  Ill  James,  Jr.  11  Leon  &  Granny 
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Edgar  Cameron  Wright  and  Mabel  Hatchett 
Wright  in  1910. 


Baby  Contest,  Ruffin  Methodist  Church,  1957 
Margaret  Lee  Cobb  -  her  mother,  Margaret 
Carter  Cobb,  with  friend  Margaret  Anna  Smith. 


Lizie  Goodson  Schreeder  and  John  Roe 
Schreeder  in  1 939. 


Ruffin  Methodist  Primary  Class  1951 


Primary  Class  -  July,  1 953 
Pam  Wright's  birthday 


Front  row  -  Carol  Neal,  Judy  Carter,  Jeanne 
Wright  (Kindergarten),  and  Linda  Lauder. 

Back  Row  -  Linda  Brown,  Margaret  Anna 
Smith,  Pam  Wright,  Phil  Strader,  and  Eddie 
Rogers. 
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